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REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph. 

Gentlemen:  In  presenting  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  I  herewith  hand  you  copies  of  tlie  annual  reports  of  the 
Standing  Committees,  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian,  making  them  part  of  this  report. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  every  department  of  the  Library  in  excellent  order  and 
condition. 

The  Librarian's  report  gives  the  statistics  of  the  contents  and  the  use  of  the 
Library  during  the  year.  The  new  books  added  have  been  carefully  selected  and  are  of 
a  character  to  give  permanent  value  to  the  collection.  While  our  people  read  mostly 
for  recreation  and  amusement,  and  while  new  books  of  fiction  are  added,  and  this 
department  kept  right  up  to  date,  the  Library  is  not  merely  a  collection  of  novels,  but 
contains  many  of  the  best  standard  w^orks  in  the  arts,  sciences,  philosophy,  history  and 
biography.  The  educational  influence  of  the  Library  is  constantly  borne  in  mind  by 
those  in  charge  of  its  affairs  and  every  effort  made  to  increase  its  usefulness  in  this 
direction. 

I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  concluding  part  of  the  Librarian's  report 
and  to  emphasize  his  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  improvement  needed  in  the  Library 
rooms. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  a  proposition  has  been  made  by  Dr.  J.  Francis  Smith 
on  his  own  behalf  and  that  of  the  other  Smith  heirs  to  give  to  the  city  a  quit-claim  of 
Smith's  Park  for  site  for  a  library  building  and  also  offering  to  assist  in  a  popular  sub- 
scription for  the  purpose  to  which  others  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  subscribe. 
The  desirability  of  the  location  will,  I  feel  sure,. commend  itself  to  your  honorable  body, 
as  well  as  the  great  advantage  to  the  public  of  a  library  building  of  its  own  suited  to 
its  work. 

Your  wisdom  will  suggest  such  action  as  will  give  this  movement  official  sanction 
and  secure  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  desired  result. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

H.  L.  FOOTE, 

President. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI 

County  of  Buchanan, 

Hefore  me,  the  third  day  of  June,  1893,  a  Notary  Public 
in  and  for  the  State  and  County  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  H.  L.  Foote,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  made  oath  that  the  figures  in 
Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library  and 
books  added  are  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1893.  My  term  expires 
13  December,  1894. 

[seal  ]  JOHN  DONOVAN, 

Notary  Public. 


I  ss. 
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\  1  LIHRAUIAN'S  ItlCTOKT. 

T<t  the  Board  of  Directors  Free  Public  lAhranj : 

^Jkntlk.mkn  :— At  the  close  of  tin-  year,  April  :U),  Ihi):',,  Mm;  libniry  contained  9,713 
volumes,  as  follows : 


('ircillatlnfj;  Department  7,812 

Reference   708 

(Jovernment  1,193 


Total  »,713 


There  have  been  withdrawn  durinjj;  the  year  110  books,  as  follows: 

Worn  Out   95 

liOst  and  Paid  for   12 

Missinjj;   3 


Total   110 


Sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  books  have  been  added  as  follows: 

By  Donations    70 

By  Serials  Bound   126 

By  Purchase   11-^97 


1,G92 

Books  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  Religion,  Arts  and  Sciences  ...    167 

General  Literature,  Poetry  and  Drama     148 

Travel  and  Description     40 

Biography     110 

History   149 

Bound  Serials                                                                                         -  .  .  125 

German   46 

Fif.tion  and  Juveniles   827 

Keference  Library   80 


Tot:il  1,G92 


The  circulating  department  has  been  open  every  day  during  the  year  with  the 
exception  of  Sundays  and  holidays,  a  total  of  305  days.  The  total  number  of  books 
drawn  for  home  use  was  92,713,  a  monthly  average  of  7,726,  and  a  daily  ayerage  of  304, 
Particulars  of  the  circulation  and  classification  of  books  drawn  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 

Some  comparison  of  our  circulation  with  that  of  other  libraries  may  be  of  interest, 
I  quote  from  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library :  *'The 
circulation  for  home  reading,  345,096,  or  nearly  two  volumes  to  each  inhabitant,  is 
larger  in  proportion  to  population  than  any  other  library  in  the  United  States.  The 
nearest  approach  to  these  figures  has  been  made  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  1.7 
volumes  per  inhabitant  were  distributed.  Newark  follows  with  1.5  and  Detroit  with 
1,3,  while  in  Chicago  and  Baltimore,  the  rate  was  about  1  volume  each."  The  rate  for 
our  library  is  1.77  per  inhabitant,  thus  placing  it  second  from  the  figures  given. 

A  comparison  of  the  rates  of  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  to  the  total  circula- 
tion gives  us  the  same  position,  although  the  test  may  not  be  a  fair  one,  as  our  number 
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of  books  is  so  much  smaller  than  the  other  libraries  named.  The  following  figures  are 
taken  from  the  most  favorable  and  latest  reports  now  at  hand  and  speak  for  themselves: 


Each 

Volumes  Circulation  Book  Out 

Jersey  City,  N.  J                                                            30,845  345,096  11.18 

St.  Joseph  Mo                                                                9,713  92,714  9.55 

Allegheny,  Penn                                                               22,232  197,502  8.88 

Los  Angeles,  Cal                                                              29,389  233,363  7.82 

Dayton,  Ohio                                                                 30,996  96,200  3.11 

Detroit,  Mich.                                                               115,661  315,888  2.73 

Providence,  R.  I                                                            62,776  86,891  1.38 


January  1,  1893,  a  delivery  station  was  opened  at  the  office  of  the  Daily  Neivs.  This 
was  done  in  an  effort  to  extend  the  privileges  of  the  library  to  some  who  found  the 
present  location  inconvenient.  It  was  rendered  possible  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Clinton  M.  Shultz,  who  takes  the  books  to  and  from  the  library  each  day,  receives  and 
delivers  them  without  expense  to  the  Board.  This  delivery  station  has  been  open  73 
days,  and  a  total  of  812  books  exchanged,  a  daily  average  of  11.  The  number  is  much 
smaller  than  was  expected  when  the  station  was  started,  but  as  a  careful  count  shows 
that  about  150  different  people  take  books  in  this  way,  it  is  thought  to  be  of  consider- 
able advantage  to  the  Library,  and  is  conducted  without  expense.  The  books  are 
returned  to  the  Library  at  12:30  p.  m.,  exchanged  and  taken  to  the  delivery  station  at 
4  p.  m.  each  day. 

No  account  can  be  given  of  the  number  of  books  consulted  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment, as  both  room  and  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  without  restriction.  The 
number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was  3,825;  cards 
issued  and  renewed,  1,561;  total  5,386;  expired  and  cancelled,  1,646;  total  in  force 
April  30,  1893,  3,840. 

The  receipts  and  expendifrures  for  tke  year  have  been  as  follows : 


Balance  in  City  Treasury,  May  1,  1892    $     889  36 

City  Appropriation   6,981  70 


$  7,871  06 

Salaries,  Librarians  and  Assistants     .   $  3,047  26 

Janitor   240  00 

Printing  Catalogue   232  50 

Stationary,  Printing  and  Supplies    179  95 

Postage  and  Express   24  91 

Miscellaneous   99  25 

Rent   600  00 

Insurance   75  00 

Repairs   70  49 

Books   1,328  98 

Periodicals   222  40 

Binding   478  75 

Furniture   140  64 


I  7,020  08  7,020  08 


Balance  in  City  Treasury  May  1,  1893    $    850  98 


H 
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Treasurer's  rejxirt  shows : 

Balance  April  30,  1)2     ....   |  143  10 

Received  from  Secretary  and  Librarian   302  50 

Halancc  on  hand  Ai)ril  30,  18113   $     445  00 

Mav  1,  1892,  Balance  in  Librarian's  hands  $  5  58 

Received  from  Fines    309  19 

Extra  Volumes   5  30 

Catalogues  Sold    58  20 

Books  Lost  and  I*aid  for  ...   16  20 

Damaged  Books,  Extra  Cards  and  all  other  Receipts   59  90 

$  454  43       I     454  43 

Deposited  with  Secretary  and  Treasurer  $  302  50 

Vouchers  for  Incidentals  not  yet  paid  by  City   9G  22 

Incidentals  March  1893    12  90 

Incidentals  April  1893   10  82 

$  422  44             422  44 

May  1,  1893,  balance  on  hand   I       31  99 


One  hundred  and  twenty-five  volumes  of  magazines  have  been  bound,  and  eight 
hundred  and  four  books  rebound  at  an  expense  of  $458  75.  This  number  is  very  large, 
but  includes  an  accumulation  from  the  year  before. 

A  classified  list  of  the  books  in  the  circulating  department  was  published  October 
1,  1892,  consisting  of  a  single  entry  of  each  book  under  its  proper  class.  Since  this 
publication  over  a  thousand  books  have  been  added  to  this  department,  and  it  will  soon 
be  necessary  to  issue  a  supplement. 

The  Library  liecord,  published  monthly  Independently  of  the  Library  by  Mrs.  L.  O. 
Weakley,  prints  each  month  a  list  of  the  accessions  and  furnishes  the  Library  with 
1,000  copies  for  distribution  to  its  patrons.  A  list  of  the  new  books  is  also  printed  in 
the  Daily  News  each  week. 

The  reading  room  is  supplied  with  two  daily  papers,  twenty-four  weeklies,  two 
fortnightly  and  thirty-three  monthlies,  a  list  of  which  is  given  in  Appendix  B.  The 
use  of  this  department  has  been  very  gratifying. 

A*  the  request  of  the  City  Council  a  change  was  made  in  the  hours  of  the  circulat- 
ing department,  taking  effect  February  1,  1893.  The  hour  for  opening  was  changed 
from  10  o'clock  to  9  o'clock  a.  m.  At  present  all  departments  of  the  library  open  at  9 
a.  m.  and  close  at  9  p.  m.,  except  on  Sundays  when  the  reading  and  reference  depart- 
ment only  are  open  from  2  to  6  p.  m. 

The  intimate  relations  existing  between  the  public  schools  and  the  Library  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation.  Both  teachers  and  scholars,  particularly  those  of  the  High 
School,  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library  to  a  very  large  extent.  As 
soon  as  school  closes  our  delivery  and  reference  rooms  are  filled  with  pupils,  eager  to 
obtain  books  recommended  by  their  teachers  and  to  look  up  subjects  given  them  for 
study.  The  location  of  the  library  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  High  School  is  of 
great  advantage  to  both.  Some  of  the  teachers  have  consulted  with  the  Librarian 
before  assigning  reading  for  their  scholars,  and  some  have  furnished  him  with  lists  of  - 
books  needed  for  consultation  in  the  studies  being  pursued.    In  the  latter  ease  such  ;r 
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books  as  were  not  already  in  the  Library  were  promptly  purchased  by  the  Board.  Every 
.assistance  possible  is  given  scholars  and  teachers  by  the  employes  of  the  Library.  The 
Librarian  has  invited  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  in  making  the  library  useful  and 
allows  them  to  draw  all  necessary  books  for  their  own  use,  and  in  case  the  number 
needed  exceeds  that  allowed  by  the  rules,  issues  the  excess  on  special  cards  for  the 
purpose  in  his  own  name. 

Many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  system  and  arrangement  of  the  Library  which 
tend  to  accuracy  in  the  records  and  promptness  in  waiting  on  the  public. 

Our  reference  and  reading  rooms  should  be  so  located  as  to  be  under  the  eye  of 
the  library  force.  Situated  as  they  now  are  and  with  the  present  number  of  assistant;-, 
at  all  busy  times  these  rooms  have  to  be  left  entirely  alone.  It  is  therefore  impossible 
to  maintain  that  order  and  quietness  which  should  at  all  times  exist  and  guard  the  library 
property  against  improper  usage.  If  our  present  building  coul  I  be  altered  by  taking 
out  some  partitions,  it  would  remove  this  difficulty  as  far  as  the  reference  department 
js  concerned,  besides  giving  more  case  room,  which  will  very  soon  become  a  necessity. 
Should  the  board  ever  acquire  the  property  for  its  own,  an  addition  on  the  North 
would  make  space  for  the  circulating  department,  and  the  present  d^^livery  and  case 
room  could  be  used  for  reference  and  reading  rooms,  and  all  under  proper  supervision. 

This  is  an  age  of  great  public  benefaction,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  country  come 
reports  of  large  gifts  to  public  institutions,  and  among  the  most  prominent  are  those  to 
free  public  libraries.  The  facts  and  figures  in  this  report  show  something  of  the  benefit 
our  library  is  to  our  people,  and  I  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  some  of  our 
wealthy  and  generous  citizens  will  give  the  Library  a  building  of  its  own  which  will  be 
a  credit  to  our  city  and  a  lasting  monument  to  the  name  and  public  spirit  of  the  donor. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  board,  one  and  all,  for  the  hearty  support  and 
encouragement  which  they  have  at  all  times  given  me  in  my  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  B-GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


Donor 

American  Uniterian  Association  . 

Apprentices  Library  

Broneon  Library  

Brooklyn  Library  

Campbell,  C.  L  

City  ol  St.  Joseph  

City  Library  Association  

Cranden,Pred  M  

Dayton  Public  Library  

Detroit  Public  Library  

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  

Free  Public  Library  

Free  Public  Library  

Free  Public  Library  

Gordon,  H.  L  

Joseph  Lodge  I.  O.  B.  B  

Lawrence  Public  Library  

Library  Company  

Los  Angeles  Public  Library  

Mercantile  Library  

Michan,  J.  T  

Minneapolis  Public  Library  

Penick,  Mrs.  W.  R  ...   

Providence  Public  Library  

Public  Library  

Robinson,  Ernest  G  

Rock,  CP  

Scranton  Public  Library  

St.  Louis  Public  Library  

Toledo  Public  Library   

Toronto  Public  Library  

University  of  Denver  

Wilmington  Institute  

#Warden  Public  Library  


Boston,  Mass  

Philadelphia,  Pa.... 
Waterbury,  Conn  ... 

Brooklyn,  L.  I  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Springfield,  Mass  . . . 

St.  Louis,  Mo  

Dayton,  Ohio  

Detroit,  Mich   . 

Baltimore,  Md  

Council  Bluffs,  la.. . 
New  Haven,  Coun  . .  . 

Taunton,  Mass  

Chicago,  Ills  

St.  Josepn,  Mo  

Lawrence,  Mass  

Philadelphia,  Pa  

Los  Angeles,  Cal  

Milwaukee,  Wis  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Minneapolis,  Minn  . 

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Providence,  R.  I  

Columbus,  Ohio  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

St  Joseph,  Mo   

Scranton,  Pa  

St.  Louis,  Mo  

Toledo,  Ohio  

Toronto,  Canada  

Denver,  Col  

Wilmington,  Del  

Springfield,  Ohio  


Bohemian  Voice,  Omahca,  Neb.,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 

Campbell,  C.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  very  large  number  of  unbound  magazines. 
Jewiah  Messenger,  New  York,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 
Omaha  Daily  Bee,  Omaha,  Neb.,  one  copy  daily  paper. 

Robinson,  E.  G.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  number  of  years  of  the  London  IIlus.  News. 
St.  Joseph  Daily  News,  two  copies  of  daily  paper. 
St.  Joseph  Saturday  Argus,  one  copy  of  weekly  paper. 
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liEl'OliT  OF  DIliECTOnS  OF  PUItlJC  LI  lilt  A  It  Y. 
AIM'ENDIX  C-l'KltlODICALS  TAKEN  BY  LIBKAUY. 


QUAKTERLIES 


Quarterly  lieviowr  of  Cnrrent  HiHtory. 


MONTHLIES 


American  Teacher  

Art  Interchange  

Atlantic  Monthly  

Arena  

IJlackwoocrfl  Magazino  

Book-Chat  

Carpenter  and  Builder  

Century   

Cosmopolitan  

Current  Literature  

Educational  Review  

Eclectic  

Forum  

Good  Housekeeping  

Qoldthwaite's  Geographical  Mag 

Harper's  Monthly  

Library  Journal  

Literary  News  

Lippincott's  

McMillan's"  Magazine  

New  England  

North  American  Review  

Outing  

Overland  Monthly  

Popular  Science  Monthly  

Review  of  Reviews  

St.  Nicholas  

Scribner's   

Short  Stories  

Teacher's  Institute  

Wide  Awake  


No. 

Copies 


BI-MONTHLIES 


No. 
Copies 


Revue  doH  Deux  Mondes  

Literary  World  

WEEKLIES 

liohemian  Voice.  Gift  of  Pub  

ForeHt  and  Stream  

Frank  Leslie's  

Harper's  Bazar  

Harper's  Young  People  

Harper's  Weekly  

Illustrated  American  

Illustrated  London  News  

Journal  of  Education  

Jewish  Messenger.  Gift  of  Pub... 

Judge  

Life  

Literary  Digest  

Littell's  Living  Age  

Nation  

Notes  and  Queries  

Publishers  Weekly  

Puck  

School  Journal  

Scientific  American  

Scientific  American,  Supplement.. 
Youth's  Companion  


St.  Joseph  Daily  New8.  Gift  of  Pub.. 
Omaha  Daily  Bee.    Gift  of  Pub  
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee,  month  by  month,  to  report  on  the  lists  of  books 
prepared  by  the  Librarian  as  suitable  and  desirable  to  purchase  for  the  Library.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  recapit  ulate  these  reports.  They  are  in  a  large  measure  summed 
up  in  the  report  of  the  Librarian. 

We  speak  with  satifaction  of  the  very  favorable  contract  made  with  the  binder.  It 
has  resulted  in  giving  ua  good  repairs  on  our  worn  books,  and  very  choice  additions  to 
Periodical  Literature. 

(  Sigued)  H.  L.  FOOTE, 

BARTON  PITTS, 
GEO.  C.  HULL, 

Library  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Free  Public  Library ^  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

GENTLEivfEN: — Your  Committee  on  Administration  would  respectfully  submit 
the  following  as  the  annual  report  required  by  Art.  XII  of  the  By-Laws. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1892,  Mr.  Culver  sent  in  his  resignation  as  Librarian  very 
unexpectedly,  leaving  his  work  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  and  incomplete  condition. 
There  were  over  800  volumes  in  the  Accession  Room  waiting  to  be  catalogued  and 
numbered,  and  rendered  available  for  public  use. 

Miss  Senter  was  then  appointed  Acting  Librarian  by  the  Directors,  and  held  that 
position  over  two  months.  Durintj  this  time,  with  the  assistance  of  the  President,  the 
records  were  written  up,  as  full  a  report  as  possible  was  prepared  for  the  Board  at  its 
annual  meeting,  and  about  two  hundred  books  were  catalogued  and  placed  on  the 
shelves. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1892,  the  Board  elected  its  present  Librarian,  Mr.  H.  L.  Elmeu- 
dorf .  He  assumed  the  duties  of  his  position  July  10,  and  since  that  time  a  distinct 
advance  in  the  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  the  Library  has  been  made.  The  large 
number  of  new  books  which  had  accumulated  during  the  term  of  office  of  the  preced- 
ing librarian  has  been  entirely  disposed  of.  The  more  valuable  of  the  magazines 
received  at  the  Reading  Room  have  been  bound  and  placed  in  the  Reference  Room. 
Much  has  been  done  to  render  the  Government  books  of  service  to  the  investigator. 
Order  and  system  have  been  introduced  into  the  methods  of  borrowing  and  delivering 
books.  Complaints  of  delay  on  the  part  of  i  atrons  of  the  Library  have  ceased.  And 
it  is  no  mean  tribute  to  the  executive  ability  and  courtesy  to  our  Librarian  to  say,  that 
while  he  has  been  exacting  in  discipline,  his  best  friends  are  his  assistants. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  Miss  Susie  Douglas  was  engaged  as  a  substitute  or  sub- 
assistant  at  $10.00  per  month.  On  the  1st  of  July  Miss  Douglas  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  regular  assistant  at  $25.00  per  month,  to  serve  while  the  other  assistants 
were  allowed  their  vacations.  On  the  1st  of  September  Miss  Douglas  resumed  the 
position  and  salary  of  sub-assistant,  and  on  the  1st  of  December  her  services  were  dis- 
pensed with,  because  no  longer  needed. 
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A  Fiiulinj;  List  of  all  J)ookH  iu  the  circulating  department  of  the  Library  was  issued 
duriujj;  the  year,  and  has  been  placed  on  sale  at  the  nominal  price  of  ten  cents  per  copy. 
No  extra  force  was  employed  for  this  work.  The  Finding  List  ( it  hardly  deserves  the 
name  of  catalogu'i)  has  proved  to  be  very  correct,  and,  with  si  pplements,  will  serve 
the  Library  for  some  time. 

The  books  in  the  Library  and  its  records  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  all  new 
books  are  now  received,  catalogued  and  placed  on  the  shelves  without  delay. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  speak  a  word  of  approval  of  the  Assistant  Librarians.  They 
have  given  the  Librarian  their  cheerful  and  elficieut  support,  are  prompt  and  obliging 
to  the  public,  and  have  made  a  distinct  gain  in  proficiency  in  their  duties  and  that 
knowledge  of  books  whicli  enables  them  to  help  the  reader  and  student.  Each  year  of 
experience  has  added  to  their  value  and  uscf  ulnef^s  to  the  Library. 

Respectfully  suljmitted, 

(Signed)  E.  B.  NEELY, 

C.  M.  SHULTZ, 
B.  NEWBUUGEIl, 
Committee  on  Administration. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

President  and  Directors,  Free  Public  Library: 

Your  Finance  Committee  respectfully  report  the  examination  of  the  Librarian  and 
Acting  Secretary's  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  May  1,  1893.  We  find  the  book« 
kept  in  a  clear,  concise  manner,  and  correct  in  balances.  We  also  find  a  large  increase 
in  collections  for  fines  and  lost  books. 

(Signed)         JOHN  DeCLUE, 

Finance  Committee. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

President  and  Directors,  Free  Public  Library: 

Your  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  report  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  grounds  through  the  kindness  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  in  furn- 
ishing plants,  and  the  energy  of  the  Librarian  and  Janitor  devoting  their  spare  time  to 
cleaning  up  and  embellishing  them. 

We  also  report  the  improved  condition  in  the  arrangement  of  book  cases,  desks 
and  work-rooms.  We  have  added  eighteen  chairs,  seven  oak  and  three  pine  book  cases, 
and  will  soon  require  more.  We  have  increased  the  heating  capacity,  and  have 
endeavored  to  make  the  employes  and  public  comfortable  when  in  the  building. 

We  are  receiving  $10  00  per  month  from  rents,  thus  reducing  the  Board's  rent  to 
i^40.00  per  month. 

(Signed)         JOHN  DeCLUE, 
G.  W.  HENDLEY, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 
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To  THE  Honorable,  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Saint  Joseph. 

GENTLEMEN:— I  hand  you  herewith  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  Free  Public  Library,  Including  the  report  of  the  Librarian  and  the  different 
standing  committees.  Statistics  of  the  use  and  growth  of  the  Library  and  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  reporting  every  department  in  excellent  order  and  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Directors, 

H.  L.  FOOTE. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI,  \ 

County  of  Buchanan,  j 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  Notary  Public,  in  and  for  the  County  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  H.  L.  Foote,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  made  oath  that  the  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  contents  of  Library,  and  books  added,  are  correct  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  seal,  this  24th  day  of  May,  1894. 

J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  November  13th,  1897. 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DiRECTROS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY— GENTLEMEN:— 
I  submit  herewith  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian,  and  the  second  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  presenting.  The  last  annual  report  showed  the  Library  to  contain  0,713 
volumes.    During  the  year  there  have  been  added  2188  volumes,  as  follows  : 


Donations   105 

United  States  Government   S'-J.'S 

Serials  bound   198 

Purchased   1,360 

2,188 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  books  have  been  withdrawn,  as  follows: 

Worn  out   281 

Duplicates  returned  to  U.  S.  Government —  88 

Lost  and  paid  for   18 

Missing   2 

389 

making  the  net  increase  for  the  year,  1,799. 

The  Library  now  contains  11,512  volumes,  divided  as  follows: 

Reference  Department   863 

Government  Department   1.630 

Circulating  Department   9,019 

11,512 

Books  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  Religion,  Arts  and  Sciences   141 

General  Literature,  Poetry  and  Drama   81 

Travel  and  Description   55 

Biography   66 

History   130 

Serials  bound   198 

German   134 

General  works  in  Reference  Department   53 

Fiction  and  .fuveniles   805 

Government  Publications   ^26 


2,188 


Thirty-five  volumes  in  raised  character  for  the  blind  have  been  purchased.  There 
are  said  to  be  between  twenty  and  thirty  blind  people  in  our  city,  and  we  have  the  names 
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of  thirteen  who  can  read  and  will  avail  themselves  of  this  department  of  the  Library,  it 
will  be  possible  to  speak  more  certainly  of  the  success  of  this  venture  in  the  next  report, 
as  the  department  was  only  opened  in  April. 

The  circulating  department  has  been  open  every  day  during  the  year,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sundays  and  holidays,  a  total  of  305  days.  100,924  volumes  have  been  drawn 
for  home  use,  an  increase  of  8,211  over  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year.  The 
monthly  average  has  been  8,410,  and. the  daily  average  331.  Particulars  of  circulation, 
and  classification  of  books  drawn  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 

With  the  large  increase  in  circulation,  the  percentages  show  that  while  fiction  forms 
a  ver\'  large  part  of  the  reading  of  the  public,  the  proportion  of  more  solid  works,  instead 
of  diminishing,  has  slightly  increased.  The  most  popular  books  have  been  "The  Prince 
of  India,"  of  which  we  have  ten  copies,  and  "The  Heavenly  Twins,"  of  which  w^have 
eight  copies. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  ,the  attendance  in  our  reference  rooms.  No 
statistics  can  be  given,  as  the  books  and  shelves  are,  as  heretofore,  open  to  the  public 
without  restriction.  One  of  the  most  attractive  and  useful  features  of  this  department  is 
the  bound  magazines,  made  available  by  Poole's  Index  and  its  continuations.  Large 
additions  have  been  made  to  our  files  this  year,  and  persistent  efforts  will  be-  made  to 
complete  them.  Our  Government  Department  has  had  a  thorough  overhauling,  and  the 
books  have  all  been  checked  and  arranged  by  the  "  List  of  Congressional  Documents," 
prepared  by  J.  G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Department  of  the  Interior.  A 
list  of  the  publications  wanted  has  been  sent  to  the  department,  and  the  deficiencies  are 
being  supplied  as  fast  as  possible. 

Our  reading  rooms  are  supplied  with  i  quarterly,  27  monthlies,  i  semi-monthly,  17 
weeklies  and  2  dailies,  a  list  of  which  is  given  in  Appendix  B. 

The  circulation  is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  books  in  the  Library, 
and  the  wear  and  tear  from  actual  use  has  been  enormous,  it  has  been  necessary  to  have 
774  books  rebound.  Books  damaged  by  accident  or  carelessness  have  been  charged  for 
and  in  most  cases  the  damages  cheerfully  paid  by  the  borrower,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  call  on  guarantors  in  four  cases  to  make  good  loss  of  books,  and  in  each  instance  the 
amount  has  been  promptly  paid. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows : 


Balance  in  the  City  Treasury  May  1, 1893   ^  850  98 

Deposited  by  Librarian  S   96  2:3 

CAty  Appropriation   0,92(i  91 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  Assistants  $3,583  86 

Janitor  *   240  00 

Catalogue   4a  50 

Stationery  and  Priming....   85  80 

Postafje   10  00 

Miscellaneous   129  05 

Kent   <i(K)  00 

Light  and  Heat   192  95 

Insjirance   97  55 

Repairs   23  50 

Furniture   278  .55 

Binding   5(i4  40 

Books  and  Periodicals   1  631  43 

Balance  in  City  Trc^asury   392  82 

17,874  11  $7,874  11 
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The  Treasurer's  Report  shows: 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1893  %  445  m 

lleco-ived  from  Librarian   875  00 

Interest  on  acconnl    35  H5 

$  S55  7<) 

May  1,  1S!):5,  l)a]atu'<>  in  Librarian's  hands  $  ?A  ',>'.) 

Received  from  City  'I'rcasurer  for  incidentals   ixj  22 

Received  I'roin  line  col  lections   :,>7l  (.m) 

Rec(Mvcd  tVoin  (  ;i,tM  loirncs  sold   71  10 

IJ('(mmv(mI  from  extia  xolumes   8  :i5 

Kec  MV('(i  troni  iviits   IIH  CO 

Re, -rived  t'r-(»m  hooU.s  lo^t,  and  paid  for   18  90 

Ileceived  from  securiiy  d(^positS   15 

Miscellaneous   ly  55 

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   $    90  22 

Dei)osile(l  with  'i"r«'asurer   375  (o 

Incidenta  expens(;s   •          144  35 

Security  deposits  returned                          :   15  0(> 

Books  reported  lost,  returned   3  25 

May  1,  1894,  balance  on  hand.  :   17  09 


*  GoO  91  ^  »i."0'91 

In  October,  1893,  a  supplement  to  the  Finding  List  was  issued,  containing  about 
1,200  titles,  and  forming,  with  the  Finding  List,  a  complete,  single  entry,  author  cata- 
logue of  the  circulating  department,  it  will  be  necessary  to  publish  another  supplement 
during  the  present  year. 

The  card  catalogue  furnishes  a  complete  index  to  the  Library  with  author,  title  and 
subject  entries. 

The  "  Library  Record,"  published  each  month  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Shirley,  prints  a  list 
of  the  new  books  added,  and  furnishes  1,500  copies  for  gratuitous  distribution  at  the 
delivery  counter.  This  is  without  expense  to  the  Board,  and  the  Library  is  responsible 
for  none  of  the  contents  of  the  paper,  with  the  exception  of  the  book  list.  The  "  Daily 
News"  also  prints  a  list  of  new  books,  with  numbers,  every  two  weeks. 

The  value  of  the  Library  as  a  part  of  the  educational  system  of  the  city  has  greatly 
increased.  One  hundred  and  six  of  the  teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  have  cards  in  the 
Library,  and  many  have  testified  to  the  benefit  th'ey  have  derived  from  it.  The  following 
letter  from  the  Principal  of  the  High  School  is  made  part  of  this  report  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  intimate  relations  existing  between  the  High  School  and  the  Library : 

MR.  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  Librarian,  Public  Library.— Dear  Sir.— hi  reply 
to  your  inquiry  regarding  the  extent  to  which  the  pupils  of  the  High  School  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Public  Library,  I  would  say  that  both 
teachers  and  'pupils  are  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  yourself  and  to  your  corps  of 
assistants  for  aiding  them  in  their  studies  and  researches  by  placing  at  their  disposal  all 
the  resources  of  the  Library,  in  several  instances,  when  it  has  been  necessary  for  the 
members  of  an  entire  class  or  division  to  consult  the  same  books  of  references,  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  facilitated  their  labors  by  providing  as  many  as  six  or  eight  copies  of 
the  same  work. 

Not  the  least  among  our  obligations  I  consider  your  kindness  in  delivering  several 
interesting  and  instructive  lectures  on  literary  and  historical  subjects. 

One  of  the  most  tangible  and  clearly  observed  results  of  your  co-operation  with  the 
teachers  of  the  school  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  students  are  reading  a  better  class 
of  books.  Standard  works  of  literature  have  almost  entirely  replaced  the  trivial  and 
trashy  works  of  fiction,  in  which  immature  minds  sometimes  indulge. 
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Again  thanking  you  for  past  courtesies,  and  congratulating  you  for  the  progress  of 
the  Library  under  your  management,  I  am  Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  C.  E.  MILLER. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  pupils  in  the  High  School  have  Library  tickets,  and  the 
teachers  are  allowed  all  the  books  they  need. 

Our  shelves  and  case  room  are  becoming  very  much  crowded,  and  it  will  soon  be 
necessary  to  make  some  alterations  in  our  Delivery  and  Reference  rooms,  to  accommo- 
date the  increasing  number  of  both  books  and  visitors.  Our  Reference  and  Reading 
rooms  are  still  without  the  supervision  they  should  have,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  proposed 
changes  in  arrangement  will  bring  the  Reference  Department  under  the  constant  care  of 
an  assistant,  without  increasing  the  force. 

With  commendation  to  the  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  services,  and  thanks  to  the 
Board  for  sympathy  and  support,  of  which  1  trust  I  shall  merit  a  continuance. 

Respectfully  submitted,  H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  B. 
LIST  OF  PERtODICALS  TAKEN^  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 


QUARTERLY. 

1  Current  History. 

MONTHLIES. 

1  Arena. 

1  American  Teacher. 

1  Art  Interchange. 

3  Atlantic  Monthly. 

1  Blackwood's. 
5  Century. 

5  Cosmopolitan. 

2  Current  Literature. 

1  Educational  Review 

2  Forum. 

1  Goldthwaite's  Geographical  Magazine. 

1  Good  Housekeeping. 

.5  Harper's. 

1  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

1  Library  Journal. 

3  Lippincott's. 

1  Macmillan's. 

2  New  England. 

2  North  American  Revie -v. 

1  Outing. 

1  Overland. 

2  Popular  Science  Monthly. 
2  Review  of  Reviews. 

H  St.  Nicholas. 

5  Scribner's. 

1  Der  Techniker.    (Gift  of  Publisher). 


SEMI-MONTHLIES. 

1  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 

WEEKLIES. 

1  Frank  Leslie's. 

1  Harper's  Bazar. 

1  Harper's  W^^ekly 

1  Harper's  Young  People. 

1  Illustrated  American. 

1  Illustrated  London  News. 

1  Journal  of  Co-nmerce.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

1  Journal  of  Education. 

1  Judge. 

1  Life. 

1  Llttell's  Living  Age. 

1  The  Nation. 

1  Ferris  New  Era.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

1  Publisher's  Weekly, 

1  Puck. 

1  School  Journal. 

1  Scientific  American. 

1  Scientific  American  Supplement. 

1  Y^outh's  Companion. 

DAILIES. 

1  Omaha  Bee.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

2  St.  Joseph  Daily  News.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 
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APPENDIX  C. 
(ilFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 
DONOR.  LOCATION.  Vol.  Pam. 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  Louisville,  Ky   1 

Apprentices'  Library  Philadelphia,  Pa   2 

Boston  Public  Library  Boston,  Mass   2 

Broadhurst,  Prof.  C.  N  Independence,  Mo   2 

Brooklyn  Library  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   1 

Chicago  Public  Library  Chicago,  Ills   3 

Christ  Church  Parish  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

City  Library  Association  Springfield,  Mass   1 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association  New  York  City,  N.  Y   1 

Dayton  Public  Library  Dayton,  O   1 

Detroit  Public  Library  Detroit,  Mich   1 

Eldridge,  1)  Boston,  Mass   1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  lialtimore,  Md   I 

Fletcher  Free  Library  Burlington,  Vt   1 

Free  Public  Library  Council  Bluffs,  la   2 

Free  Public  J^ibrary  Law^rence,  Mass   5 

Free  Public  J.ibrary  Jersey  City,  N.J   1 

Free  Public  Library  New  Haven,  Conn   1 

Free  Public  Library  Patterson,  N  J   1 

Foote,  Rev.  H.  L  St.  Joseph,  Mo   3 

Grana  Rapids  Public  Schools  Grand  Rapids,  Mich   1 

Harvard  IJniversity  Cambridge,  Mass   1 

Iowa  State  Library  Des  Moines,  la   1 

Indian  Rights  Association  Philadelphia.  Pa   6 

Joseph  Lodge,  I.  O.  B.  B   St.  Joseph.  Mo   3 

Jiibrary  Association  Portland.  Ore   2 

iJbrary  Company  Philadelphia,  Pa   1 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library  Los  Angeles,  Cal.   4 

Mercantile  Library  New  York  City,  N.  Y:    2 

Mercantile  Library  Philadelphia.  Pa   3 

Merriman,  E.  H  St.  Joseph,  Mo   2 

Milwaukee  Public  Library  Milwaukee,  Wis   5 

Minneapolis  Public  Library  Minneapolis,  Minn   1 

Missouri  State  (ieolcgical  Survey  Jefferson  City,  Mo   3  4 

Missouri  Secrtary  of  State   Jefferson  City,  Mo   1 

Newton  Free  Library  Newton,  Mass   2 

Oflner,  Jules  E  St.  Joseph,  Mo   :   1 

Omaha  Public  Library  .Omaha,  Neb   1 

Peabody  Institute.  Danvers,  Mass   1 

Perry,  Annie  M  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Pollard.  J  Percival  Chicago,  Ills   1 

Public  Library  Cleveland,  O  

PublicLibrary  Taunton,  Mass   -  2 

Schwab,  Dr.  Isaac   56  2 

Scranton  Public  Library  «  Scranton,  Pa  

St.Louis  ^  ercantile  Library  Association  St.  Louis,  Mo  

St.  Louis  Public  Library  St.  Louis.  Mo  

St.  Joseph  Public  Schools  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Salem  Public  Library  Salem,  Mass  :   

Toronto  Public  Library  Toronto,  Canada  

Turner,  Miss  Annie    St.  Joseph.  Mo   1 

Warren  Co.  Public  Library  Monmouth,  Ills   z 

Weakley,  Mrs.  L.  O  St  Joseph,  Mo   32 

United  Stales  Government  Washington,  D.  C  525  30 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Training  School  Chicago,  Ills   1 

Der  Techniker,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  one  copy  monthly  paper. 

Fiegenbaum,  Miss  Mary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  large  number  of  unbound  magazines  for  the 
blind 

Motter,  Mrs.  W.  D.  B.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  large  number  of  unbound  magazines. 

Omaha  Bee,  Omaha,  Neb.,  one  copy  daily  paper. 

Perris  New  Era.  Perris,  Cal  ,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 

St  Joseph  Daily  News,  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  two  copies  daily  paper. 

St.  Joseph  Journal  of  Commerce,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ; 

Gentlemen — The  twelfth  article  of  your  by-laws  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Administration  to  submit  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  in  May  of  each 
year  a  report  as  to  matters  under  their  supervision. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  briefly  as  follows: 
The  Librarian  and  his  assistants  have  discharged  their  respective  duties  with  'fidelity 
and  promptness;  the  patrons  of  the  Library,  although  their  numbers  have  been  largely 
increased,  have  been  waited  upon  promptly  and  courteously;  the  students  of  the  High 
'  School  and  of  other  schools  have  been  afforded  special  privileges  in  the  selection  and  use 
of  books,  and  every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  make  the  Library  of  the  greatest  service 
possible  to  the  public  at  large.  Your  Committee  would  further  report  that  they  have 
made  a  special  and  thorough  examination  of  the  Library.  They  have  examined  each 
case  and  its  contents  separately,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  circulation  of  the  books 
and  periodicals.  The  cases  and  books  are  in  good  condition,  the  books  being  in  as  good 
a  state  of  preservation  as  their  constant  use  will  permit,  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
circulation  of  the  books  and  periodicals  are  those  adopted  and  in  use  in  the  best  modern 
libraries. 

Your  Committee  would  report  that  Mrs.  MattieFoote,  one  of  the  assistant  librarians, 
tendered  her  resignation  on  the  20th  of  last  February,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
held  February  22d,  Mr.  Erie  H.Merriman,  a  sub-assistant,  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  regular  assistant,  and  Miss  Kalliope  Ritner  was  made  sub-assistant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  NEELY, 
C.  M.  SHULTZ, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
Administration  Committee. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

GENTLEMEN— The  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  respectfully  reports  that 
they  have  furnished  nine  oak  and  three  pine  cases,  and  the  continual  growth  of  the 
Library  will  require  more  very  soon. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Park  Commissioners  for  an  appropriation  of  plants, 
which  enabled  us  to  beautify  the  grounds. 

We  have  received  $io.co  a  month  in  rents,  thus  reducing  the  monthly  rental  of  the 
Library  to  $40.00.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  DECLUE, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
G.  W.  HENDLEY. 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

GENTLEMEN— Your  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  reports  that  they  have 
examined  the  books  of  the  Librarian  and  Acting  Secretary,  and  tind  them  to  be  correcct. 
The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

GEO.  C.  HULL, 
JOHN  DECLUE, 
Finance  Committee. 
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I  o  THE  Board  of  Directors  of  the  free  public  Library: 

Gentlemen — The  Committee  on  Library  has  carefully  examined  and  approved 
the  lists  of  books  prepared  monthly  by  the  Librarian  for  purchase.  Statistics  of  the 
j^rowth  and  use  of  the  Library  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  FOOTE, 
GEO.  C.  HULL, 

Library  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  TREASURER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  ST.  JOSEPH.  MO. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  m.  1894. 

Balance  as  per  last  report  f44.')  00 

Received  from  Librarian   375  00 

Fuierest  on  account   .35  16 


Balance 


GEO.  C.  HULL,  'Jreasurer. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Saint  Joseph  : 

Gentlemen  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  the  fifth  annual  report 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  including  the  report  of 
the  Librarian  and  the  several  standing  committees. 

The  library  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity,  and  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  library  is  steadily  increasing  in  usefulness  and 
popularity.  For  a  detailed  account  of  its  condition  and  operations,  I  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  librarian. 

The  library  has  experienced  a  great  loss  in  the  resignation  and  removal  from 
the  city  of  its  President,  Rev.  Henry  L.  Foote.  Mr.  Foote  was  President  of  the 
Library  Board  from  its  organization  until  the  date  of  his  resignation,  January 
3rd,  1895.  Very  much  of  its  efficiency  and  usefulness  is  due  to  his  wise  and  able 
administration  of  its  affairs.  Possessed  of  great  executive  ability,  liberal  and 
progressive  in  his  views  and  deeply  interested  in  the  success  and  prosperity  of 
the  Public  Library,  he  devoted  to  it  willingly  and  cheerfully  a  large  portion  of 
his  time.  His  name  and  memory  will  be  held  in  high  honor  for  his  public-spir- 
ited and  noble  worlc  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
Saint  Joseph. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

E.  B.  NEELY, 

Acting  President. 


State  of  Missouri 
County  of  Buchanan 


Before  me,  Edward  S.  Douglas,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  E.  B.  Neely,  Acting  President  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Saint  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oath  that 
the  facts  and  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  receipts  and 
expenditures,  contents  of  Library  and  books  added  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  22nd  day  of  May,  1895. 

EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 
[seal]  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  Oct.  16,  1896. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  submit  the  fifth  annual  i-('])()rt  of  the  Librarian,  and  tlie  tliird 
that  I  have  prescMitod. 

May  1,  1805,  tlie  library  contained  12,859  volumes,  divided  as  follows: 


Reference  Department   1,031 

Government  Department   1,770 

Circulating'-  De))artinent     10,058 

12,859 

Durin^uf  the  yt^ar  1,551  books  were  added,  as  follows: 

Donations   55 

Serials  bound   136 

U.  S.  Government   140 

Purchased   1,220 

1,551 

204  volumes  were  withdrawn,  as  follows: 

Lost  and  paid  for   15 

Worn  out   177 

Missli.o   12 

204 

The  net  increase  was  1,847. 

Books  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  llelig-ion,  Arts  and  Sciences   94 

Literature,  Poetrv  and  Drama   99 

Travel  ^   16 

Biography   35 

History  .  /   141 

Bound  Magazines   136 

German   101 

General  Works  in  Reference  Department   42 

Fiction  and  Juveniles   '.  747 

Government  Publications   140 


1,551 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows; 

Balance  in  the  City  Treasurer,  May  1,  1894    $  82 

City  Appropriation    6,788  97 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  Assistants   3,695  00 

Janitor   240  00 

Stationery  and  Printing   118  79 

Supplement  to  Catalogue   30  00 

Postage  and  Express   16  50 

Miscellaneous   117  30 

Heating   176  10 

Insurance   101  20 

Rent   600  00 

Repairs   38  80 

Hinding   458  25 

Furniture   118  45 

Books  and  Periodicals   1,432  76 

Balance  in  the  City  Treasury  May  1,  1895   35  64 


$    7,181  79  $    7,181  79 
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Treasurer's  Report  shows: 


Balance  as  per  last  report  $  855  76 

Received  from  the  Librarian   400  00 

Interest  on  account   51  49 

Balance  on  hand    $  1,307  25 

May  1,  1894,  Balance  in  Librarian's  hands   17  09 

Fines  Collected   361  80 

Catalogues  Sold   66  55 

Extra  Volumes   7  50 

Miscellaneous   100  32 

Deposited  with  Treasurer   $      400  00 

Incidental  Expenses    130  27 

Money  Refunded  on  Lost  Books  Found   2  25 

Balance  on  Hand   20  74 

$  553^6  $  553~26 


The  circulation  for  home  use  was  108,882,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 
of  7,958.  The  average  monthly  circulation  was  9,074,  and  the  daily  average  357. 
The  largest  day's  circulation  was  823  volumes,  Feb.  23,  1895,  and  the  smallest  118 
volumes,  Oct.  18,  1894.  Particulars  of  circulation  and  classification  of  books  drawn 
are  given  in  Appendix. 

Total  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  4,103,  an  in- 
crease of  237. 

Six  cards  have  been  issued  to  blind  people  who  have  drawn  books  in  raised 
character,  which  they  are  allowed  to  keep  for  four  weeks.  Not  as  many  of  this 
class  have  taken  out  cards  as  we  had  hoped  would  do  so,  but  those  who  have  ex- 
pressed the  pleasure  and  profit  they  have  received,  and  the  Board  should  feel  well 
repaid  for  the  small  outlay  made  for  books  of  this  kind. 

In  January  40  books  selected  by  the  Librarian,  with  the  assistance  of  the  prin- 
cipal, were  sent  to  the  Neely  School,  to  be  drawn  for  home  use  by  the  scholars, 
under  the  supervision  of  their  teachers.  In  February  the  same  number  of  books 
were  sent  to  the  Steinacker  school.  Proper  statistics  of  the  use  of  the  books  were 
not  secured  till  March  1st.  Since  that  time  the  books  at  the  Neely  School  have 
been  drawn  for  home  use  238  times,  and  those  at  the  Steinacker  school  300  times. 
I  doubt  if  any  other  eighty  books  in  the  library  have  been  as  useful.  The  experi- 
ment made  in  these  schools  has  proved  so  successful  that  I  recommend  tliat  all  the 
schools  at  a  distance  from  the  Library  be  supplied  with  small  selections  of  books  as 
rapidly  as  we  can  afford  it,  provided  the  co-operation  of  the  teaciiers  can  be  se- 
cured. The  labor  of  keeping  trace  of  the  books  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the 
very  simplest  of  records  provided  by  the  Library. 

A  large  number  of  pictures  accumulated  in  the  Library  have  been  mountcMl  on 
stiff  paper  and  sent  in  portfolios  to  the  schools  for  the  use  of  the  younger  scholars. 
These  pictures  serve  to  illustrate  history  and  geography  lessons,  educate  the  taste 
of  the  little  ones  and  give  tiiem  j)leaHure  in  beautiful  things,  and  have  been  highly 
appreciated  by  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

The  use  of  the  Reference  department  has  been  very  gratifying.  915  books 
have  been  drawn  from  tlie  Circulating  department  for  reference  use  in  the  building. 
No  other  statistics  can  be  given,  as  the  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  without 
restriction. 

The  ladies  of  the  Ruucie  Clul)  have  used  the  Library  quite  extensively  in  their 
studies  in  Grecian  history  <biriiig  th<'  winter.    Special  l)ooks  have  been  purchased 
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for  this  course,  and  referencoH  looked  up  for  the  topic  under  consideration  from 
week  to  week. 

The  reading  room  is  supplied  with  1  quarterly,  27  monthlies,  1  semimonthly, 
19  weeklies  and  3  dailies,  a  list  of  which  will  be  found  in  Appendix. 

A  second  supplenuMil  to  tlie  finding  list,  containing  about  1,300  titles,  was  is- 
sued in  April.  This  will  last,  with  the  help  of  bulletins  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  close  of  the  present  ycai',  wiien  it  will  1  a  necessary  to  })ublish  a  new  list  of  all 
the  books  for  circulation. 

The  "Library  Record"  was  discontinued  by  th<;  publishcsr,  Mr.  W.  M.  Shirley, 
in  October.  In  \)hu'c  of  it  I  have  j)iil)lisli(^d  a  bulletin  of  the  new  booKs  added 
about  every  two  inonths.  This  costs  about  $7.50  for  each  issue,  and  is  much 
more  satisfactory  to  the  jfations  of  ihc  Library  than  the  Record,  which  printed 
with  the  list  of  books  much  iiiattcr  tlicN  carcl  little  for. 

A  list  of  100  good  novels  ])ublishe(l  in  I)('ceml)er  has  been  'influential  in  im- 
proving the  class  of  novels  reach 

The  assistants  have  been  faithful  and  efficient.  Thanking  the  Board  for  its  in- 
terest and  support,  and  congratulating  it  on  a  successful  year's  work. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF, 

Librarian. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 


QUAKTEKLY. 

1  Cyclopajdic  Review  of  Current  His- 
tory. 

MONTHLY. 

1  American  Teacher. 

2  Arena. 

1  Art  Interchange. 

3  Atlantic. 

1  Blackwood's, 
6  Century. 

4  Cosmopolitan. 

2  Current  Literature. 
1  Eclectic. 

1  Educational  Review. 

2  Forum. 

1  Good  Housekeeping. 
6  Harper's. 

1  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 
1  Library  Journal. 

3  Lippincott's. 

1  Macmillan's. 
3  Munsey's. 

2  New  England. 

2  North  American  Review. 
1  Outing. 

1  Overland. 

2  Review  of  Reviews. 

3  St.  Nicholas. 

4  Scribner's. 

1  Der  Techniker  (Gift  of  Pub.) 


SKMI- MONTHLY. 

1  Dial. 

WEEKLY. 

1  Catholic  Review  (Gift) 
1  Harper's  Bazar. 
1  Harper's  Weekly. 
1  Harper's  Young  People. 
1  Illustrated  American. 
1  Illustrated  London  News 
I  Journal  of  Education. 
1  Judge. 

1  Leslie's  Weekly. 
1  Life. 

1  Littell's  Living  Age. 
1  Nation. 

1  Ferris  New  Era  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
1  Publishers'  Weekly. 
1  Puck. 

1  School  Journal. 
I  Scientific  American. 
1  Scientific  American  Supplement. 
1  Young  People's  Weekly  (Gift  of 
Pub.) 

1  Youth's  Companion. 

DAILY^ 

2  Daily  News  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
1  Omaha  Bee  (Gift  of  Pub.) 

1  West  Superior  Leader  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

Pamph- 

Donor  Location  Vols.  lets. 

Apprentices' Library  Company ..  .Philadelphia,  Pa   1 

Bohemian  Benevolent  Society   1 

Brooklyn  Library  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   2 

Buchanan  County  Clerk  St.  Joseph,  Mo   -l 

Campbell,  C.  W  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

City  Comptroller  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1  1 

City  Library  Association  Springfield,  Mass   2 

Cliff,  Miss  F.  H..  St.  Joseph,  Mo   9 

DeBarthe,  Joseph  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  Baltimore,  Md   3 

Fletcher  Free  Library  Burlington,  Vt  

Foote,  Rev.  H.  L  St.  Joseph,  Mo   7 

Free  Public  Library  Jersey  City,  N.  J  

Free  Public  Library  New  Haven,  Conn  

Free  Public  Library  Paterson,  N.  J  

Friends'  Association  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Grand  Rapids  Public  Schools  Grand  Rapids,  Mich  

I.  O.  B.  B.,  Joseph  Lodge  St.  Joseph,  Mo   3 

Illinois  State  Historical  Asso'n  

Indian  Rights  Association  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Keener,  Dr.  H.  N  St.  Joseph,  Mo    1 

Leonard,  Dr.  P.  I  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Library  Association  Portland,  Ore  

Library  Company  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Mercantile  Library  Philadelphia  Pa  

Mercantile  Library  New  York  City,  N.  Y  

Missouri  State  Departments  Jefferson  City,  Mo   18 

National  Association  of  Letter 

Carriers,  Branch  195  St.  Joseph,  Mo   ? 

Neumaerker,  Rev.  R  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Peabody  Institute  Danvers,  Mass  

Pitts,  Dr.  Barton  St,  Joseph,  Mo   10 

Public  Library  Boston,  Mass  

Public  Library  Chicago,  111  

Public  Library  Cleveland,  O  

Public  Library  Council  Bluffs,  la  

Public  Library  Dayton,  O   

Public  Library  Detroit,  Mich  

Public  Library  Indianapolis,  Ind   ... 

Public  Library  Lawrence,  Mass  

Public  Library  Lynn,  Mass.  

Public  Library  Milwaukee,  Wis  

Public  Library  Minneapolis,  Minn  

Public  Library  Providence,  R.  I  

Public  Library  St.  Louis,  Mo  

Public  Library  St.  Paul,  Minn  

Public  Library  Salem,  Mass  

Public  Library  Scranton,  Pa  

Public  Library  Toronto,  Ont  

Public  Free  Library  St.  Louis,  Mo  

Ringler,  M.  J  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Robinson,  C.  N  St.  Joseph,  Mo   2 

St.  Joseph  Fair  Association  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Union  Pacific  R.  R  

United  States  Government  Washington,  D.  C.   140 

Warren  County  Library  Monmouth,  Ills  

Wisconsin  Public  Schools  Madison,  Wis  

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Training  School  Chicago,  Ills  
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Bittinger,  Hon.  J.  L.,  St.  Josef)li,  Mo.,  251  Numbers,  Unbound  Magazines, 
2%  years'  file  St.  Joseph  "  Herald." 

Cliff,  Miss  F.  H.,  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  30  Numbers  Unbound  Magazines. 

Flcgenbaum,  Miss  Mary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  12  Numbers,  Magazine  for  the 
Blind. 

Omaha  Bee,  Omaha,  Neb.,  1  copy  Daily  Paper. 

Ferris  New  Era,  Ferris,  Cal.,  1  copy  Weekly  Paper. 

St.  Joseph  Daily  News,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  2  copies  Daily  Faper. 

Superior  Leader,  Superior,  Wis.,  1  copy  Daily  Paper. 

Der  Techniker,  Philadelphia,  Fa.,  1  copy  Monthly  Paper. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


GEO.  C.  HULL,  TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  FREE  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

DK. 

Balance  as  per  last  report  $     855  76 

Received  from  Librarian   400  UO 

Interest   51  49 

Balance  on  hand  $  1,307  25 

St.  Joseph,  May  2,  1895, 

Above  account  examined  and  found  correct. 

JNO.  DeCLUE, 
W.  H.  GORDON. 


ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

Gentlemen: — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  <'f  the  12th  article  of 
your  by-laws,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  your  Committee  on  Administration  to  sub- 
mit at  your  regular  meeting  in  May  a  report  as  to  matters  under  their  supervision. 

Your  committee  desire  to  say  briefly  that  a  careful  and  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  library  shows  everything  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  books  are 
properly  classified  and  conveniently  arranged,  and  are  in  as  good  a  state  of 
preservation  as  their  constant  use  will  permit  The  Librarian,  Mr.  H.  L.  Elmen- 
dorf,  the  Assistant  Librarian,  Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter,  and  the  other  assistants,  Miss 
Cornelia  L.  Rathbun,  Miss  Annie  M.  Perry,  Miss  Kalliope  Ritner,  and  Mr.  Erie 
H.  Merriman  have  shown  themselves  courteous,  capable  and  accommodating, 
and  have  performed  their  respective  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  committee, 
and,  we  believe,  the  public  generally.  The  excellent  order  and  perfect  condition 
of  every  department  of  the  library  attest  their  fidelity  and  efficiency. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  NEELY, 

B.  NEW  BURGER, 

Admistration  Committee. 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  D/irctors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen  :  — \\>ui'  committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  tliat  they  have 
examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  and  find  them 
correct. 

Receipts  a^d  expenditures  for  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  re- 
port. 

Geo.  C.  IIuli:, 
W.  H.  Gordon, 
Jno.  DeClue. 

Finance  Committee. 

BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — The  coniniittee  on  Buihiin^'-  and  Grounds  respectfully  r^poit 
that  during  tlic  year  necessary  cases  for  the  Library  have  been  put  in.  An  otflce 
for  Librarian  has  been  furnislied.  This  room  is  also  used  for  registry  desk,  and  as 
it  adjoins  the  Reference  Koom,  gives  supervision  of  that  department  without  the 
emplo}  incnt  of  extra  assistants. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Park  Commissioners,  who  appropriated  flowers  and 
plants  for  the  decoration  of  our  grounds,  and  to  the  8t.  Joseph  Light  and  Fuel 
Co.  for  lighting  the  building  without  expense  to  the  city. 

Jno.  DeClue, 
B.  Newbueger, 
G.  W.  Hendley, 
Buildiog  and  Grounds  Committee. 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Your  Library  committee  has  carcrully  examined  and  approved 
the  list  of  books  i)repared  monthly  by  the  Librarian  for  piu-chase.  Statistics  of 
the  growth  and  uSe  of  the  Library  will  l)c  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

^         Geo.  C.  Hull, 
Barton  Pitts. 

Library  Committee. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  20,  18U5. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph: 

Gentlemen: — In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  I  present  herewith  the  sixth  annual  report,  consisting  of  the  detailed 
statement  of  the  Librarian  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Library,  together  with 
the  action  of  the  various  committees. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  found  the  income  entirely  insufficient  for 
the  effective  support  of  the  Library. 

A  new  difficulty  has  been  encountered.  We  have  reached  the  point 
when  it  is  not  enough  to  meet  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  of  books.  Many 
of  the  standard  and  most  popular  books,  with  which  our  shelves  were  filled 
at  the  first,  six  years  ago,  have  become  entirely  worn  out.  They  have  given 
out,  not  one  by  one,  but  all  at  once.  Nearlv  every  one  of  them  is  constantly 
called  for  and  must  be  replaced. 

Our  finance  committee,  after  carefully  considering  the  pressing  needs  of 
the  Library,  and  as  carefully  the  various  claims  upon  the  income  of  the  city, 
as  presented  by  the  city  officials,  recommended  that  an  appeal  be  made  to  the 
voters,  according  to  law,  for  an  increased  appropriation  for  the  Library. 
This  recommendation  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  board  and  a  vote  was 
taken  at  the  last  regular  election  -in  April.  In  every  voting  precinct  of  the 
city,  with  a  solitary  exception,  more  votes  were  cast  for  the  increase  asked 
for  (to  one  mill)  than  against  it.  Of  the  total  (4,721)  votes  cast  upon  the 
petition  of  the  Library  Board,  3,179,  only  95  less  than  two-thirds,  were  in  its 
favor. 

The  Library  Board  believes  that,  in  full  accordance  with  the  intent  of 
the  law,  their  petition  was  granted,  and  the  appropriation  of  one  mill, 
instead  of  three-tenths  mill,  was  ordered  by  the  voters  of  the  city. 

It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  we  learn  that  your  honorable  body  noh 
only  refuses  to  make  this  appropriation,  but  has  even  reduced  the  amount 
we  may  expect  for  the  coming  year  from  |7,000.00  to  $6,500.00. 

Respectfully,  HENRY  BULLARD, 

President  of  the  Board. 

State  of  Missouri,  { 
County  of  Buchanan.  )  '  ' 
Before  me  Eugene  Ayres,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Henry  Bullard,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oath  that  the 
facts  and  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  receipts  and 
expenditures,  contents  of  Library  and  books  added  are  correct  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and. seal  this  1st  day  of  June,  1896. 

EUGENE  AYRES, 
[Seal.]  Notary  Public. 

Commission  expires  May  24,  1897. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Puhlir.  Library  : 

Gentlemen: — I  present  herewith  the  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian, 
the  fourth  thac  I  have  submitted. 

May  1,  1896,  the  close  of  our  library  year,  the  library  contained  13,579 
volumes,  divided  into  departments  as  follows: 

Reference  Department   1,132 

Government  Department   1,946 

Circulating  Department   10,501 

13,579 

During  the  year  1,107  books  were  added,  as  follows: 

Gifts   47 

Serials  Bound   47 

U.  S.  Government   176 

Purchased   837 

1007 

375  volumes  were  withdrawn,  as  follows: 

Lost  and  paid  for   12 

Worn  out   357 

Missing   6 

375 

Net  increase,  732  volumes. 

Books  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  Religion,  Arts  and  Science   98 

Literature,  Poetry  and  Drama   54 

Travel  and  Description   22 

Biography   26 

History   49 

Bound  Magazines   47 

German   78 

General  Works  in  Reference  Department   59 

Fiction  and  Children's  Books   498 

Government  Publications   176 

1^07 
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Receipts  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 


Balance  in  city  treasury  May  1,  1895  $         35  64 

City  appropriation   6,584  45 

Salaries — librarian  and  assistants  $3,880  00 

•Stationery  and  printing  oo   82  40 

Postage  ,   15  00 

Miscellaneous   70  07 

Fuel  ...»   129  80 

Insurance   95  70 

Eent   600  00 

Janitor   240  00 

Repairs   17  45 

Furniture   48  66 

Binding   382  60 

Books  and  periodicals   1,047  48 

Balance  in  city  treasury  May  1,  1896   10  93 


$6,620  09     $6,620  09 

Treasurer's  report  shows: 

Balance  as  per  last  report  ,  |1,307  25 

Received  from  librarian   315  00 

Interest  on  account   52  29 


11,674  54 

May  1,  1895.    Balance  in  librarian's  hands  %  20  74 

Fines  collected   324  36 

Catalogues  sold   65  30 

Miscellaneous   74  70 

Deposited  with  treasurer   $       315  00' 

Incidental  expenses   156  98 

Balance  on  hand.ooc   13  12 


$    485  10  %    485  10' 

The  circulation  for  home  use  was  109,073,  an  increase  of  191  over  the 
previous  year.  The  library  was  open  306  days.  Daily  average  circulation,. 
360;  monthly  average,  9,089.  The  largest  day's  circulation  was  695  volumes^ 
January  25,  1896,  and  the  smallest  111  volumes,  December  18,  1895.  Par- 
ticulars of  circulation  and  classification  of  books  drawn  are  given  in  appen- 
dix.   Borrower's  cards  in  force,  4,167;  an  increase  of  64. 

The  quality  of  books  read  has  improved  very  noticeably. 

The  number  of  novels  and  children's  books  drawn  for  home  use  has  de- 
creased 3,055,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  more  solid  reading.  The 
character  of  the  fiction  read  has  been  much  better.  This  has  been  eflPected  by 
the  purchase  of  extra  copies  of  the  best  novels  and  a  reduction  of  a  number 
of  those  less  worthy,  and  by  a  persistent  effort  of  the  assistants  to  induce 
readers  to  take  the  better  books. 

Libraries  of  fifty  books  each,  selected  by  the  principal  of  the  school 
and  the  librarian,  were  put  in  the  Neely  and  Bliss  Schools,  to  be  drawn  for 
home  use  by  the  scholars.  In  this  way  905  books  were  circulated.  Other 
principals  of  schools  applied  for  similar  libraries,  which  could  not  be  given 
them  because  the  library  had  not  enough  suitable  books  to  spare  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  work  in  the  schools  will  be  extended  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  as 
far  as  the  means  of  the  library  will  permit. 
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A  collection  of  thirty  books  was  loaned  for  two  months  to  the  Boys' 
Club  of  the  Westminster  Church.  The  books  were  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister of  the  Hig^h  School,  and  were  lent  187  times  for  home  use. 

The  library  possesses  several  hundred  mounted  pictures,  which  are  lent 
to  the  teachers,  and  serve  to  illustrate  lessons,  entertain  and  rest  the  pupils, 
and  cultivate  a  taste  for  beautiful  thinsjs. 

The  original  issue  of  the  finding  list,  published  October  1,  1892,  with 
the  supplements  since  published,  is  about  exhausted.  A  new  list  of  all  of  the 
books  in  the  circulating  department  is  in  preparation,  which  is  expected  to  be 
published  by  July  1,  1896. 

During  the  year  lists  of  new  books  added  have  been  published  in  bulle- 
tins from  time  to  time.  Experience  has  proved  that  a  printed  list  arranged 
in  classes  and  alphabetically  by  authors,  with  no  other  matter,  is  the  most 
satisfactory  way  of  putting  the  new  books  before  the  public. 

An  increase  has  been  very  perceptible  in  the  use  of  the  reference  de- 
partment. The  books  and  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  without  restriction 
and  no  statistics  can  be  given.  Eleven  hundred  and  twenty-five  books  were 
drawn  from  the  circulating  department  for  reference  use. 

The  members  of  the  Runcie,  the  Dante  and  the  Travel  Clubs  have 
availed  themselves  extensively  of  the  library,  and  everything  possible  has 
been  done  to  aid  them  in  their  studies. 

Forty-seven  volumes  of  magazines  have  been  bound.  Seven  hundred 
and  twenty  books  have  been  rebound. 

The  magazine  reading-room  is  supplied  with  one  quarterly,  twenty- 
nine  monthlies,  one  semi-monthly,  twenty  weeklies  and  five  dailies.  Extra 
copies  of  the  leading  monthlies  are  taken  for  circulation.  A  list  of  serials  is 
given  in  appendix. 

The  library  has  received  a  number  of  very  acceptable  donations, 
notable  among  which  are  twenty-one  volumes,  thirty-six' numbers  and  twelve 
pamphlets,  from  F.  M.  Posegate;  one  volume,  eighty-three  numbers  and  six 
pamphlets  from  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Bullard;  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  num- 
bers from  Mrs.  Peter  Hughes,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  numbers  from 
Miss  Ellen  Douglas.  The  contributions  of  unbound  numbers  of  magazines 
are  especially  valuable,  enabling  the  library  to  complete  some  of  the  sets 
indexed  in  Poole's  index. 

A  list  of  all  gifts  and  their  donors  is  given  in  the  appendix. 

The  work  of  the  library  could  be  much  extended  and  its  usefulness 
increased,  particularly  in  the  line  of  educational  work  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  if  its  means  and  facilities  were  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Librarian. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 


gUAKTERLY. 

1  Cyclopaedic  Review  of  Current 
History. 

MONTHLY. 

1  American  Teacher. 

2  Arena. 

1  Art  Interchange. 

2  Atlantic. 

1  Blackwood's. 
5  Century. 

5  Cosmopolitan. 

2  Current  Literature. 
1  Eclectic. 

1  Educational  Review. 

2  Forum. 

5  Harper's. 

1  Inland  Printer. 

1  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

1  Library  Journal. 

3  Lippincott's. 

2  McClure's. 
1  McMillan's. 

1  Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 

3  Munsey's. 

2  New  England.  . 

2  North  American  Review. 
1  Outing. 

1  Overland. 

2  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

2  Review  of  Reviews. 

3  St.  Nicholas. 

4  Scribner's. 

1  Der  Techniker  (Gift  of  Pub.) 


SEMI-MONTHLY. 

1  Dial. 

WEEKLY. 

1  Catholic  Review  (Gift.) 
1  Harper's  Bazar. 
1  Harper's  Round  Table. 
1  Harper's  Weekly. 
1  Illustrated  American. 
1  Illustrated  London  News. 
1  Journal  of  Education. 
1  Judge. 

1  Leslie's  Weekly. 
1  Life. 

1  Littell's  Living  Age. 
1  Nation. 

1  Publishers'  Weekly. 
1  Puck. 

1  St.  Joseph  Journal  of  Commerce 

(Gift  of  Pub.) 
1  St.  Louis  Presbyterian  (Gift.) 
1  School  Journal. 
1  Scientific  American. 
1  Scientific  American  Supplement. 
1  Youth's  Companion. 

DAILY. 

1  Congressional  Record  (Gift.) 
1  New  York  Times  (Gift  of  Pub.) 

1  Omaha  Bee  (Gift  of  Pub.) 

2  St.  Joseph  Daily  News  (Gift  of 

Pub.) 

1  West  Superior  Leader  (Gift  of 
Pub.) 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

Pamph- 

Donor.  Location.  Nos.    lets.  Vols. 

Apprentices'  Library  Philadelphia,  Pa   2 

Brentano's  Paris   1 

Bronson  Library  Waterbury,  Conn   2 

Brooklyn  Library  Brooklvn,  N.  Y   1 

Bullard,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  St.  Joseph,  Mo   83       6  1 

City  Library  Association  Springfield,  Mass   1 

Connecticut  Public  Library 

Commission    1 

Connecticut  State  Teachers' 

Association   1 

Cornell,  Ed  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Dolman,  Mrs.  John  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Douglas,  Miss  Ellen  St.  Joseph',  Mo   531 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  Baltimore,  Md   2 

Fiegenbaum,  Miss  Mary  St.  Joseph,  Mo   12 

Forbes  Library  Northampton,  Mass  ....  1 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY— Continued. 

Free  Library  Newton,  Mass  

Free  Public  Library  Council  BlufPs,  la  

Free  Public  Library  Jersey  City,  N.  J  

Free  Public  Library  Lawrence,  Mass  

Free  Public  Library  New  Haven,  Conn  

Free  Public  Library  Paterson,  N.  J  

Free  Public  Library  Pawtucket,  R.  I  

Free  Public  Library  Worcester  Mass  

Gildehaus,  Charles  St.  Louis,  Mo  

Green,  Samuel  S  Worcester,  Mass  

Hearst  Free  Library  Anaconda,  Mont  

Hughes,  Mrs.  Peter  St.  Joseph,  Mo   153 

L  0.  B.  B.,  Joseph  Lodge  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Indian  Rights  Association  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Indiana  Library  Association  

James  Prendergast  Free  Library. .Jamestown,  N.  Y  

Library  Association  Portland,  Ore   8 

Library  Commission  Seattle,  Wash  

Library  Company  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Mercantile  Library  New  York  City  

Mercantile  Library  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Motter,  Mrs.  W.  D.  B  St.  Joseph,  Mo   12 

Newberry  Library  Chicago,  111  

Newburger,  B  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Peabodv  Institute  Danvers,  Mass  

Posegate,  F.  M  St.  Joseph,  Mo   36     12  21 

Public  Library  Boston,  Mass  

Public  Library  Denver,  Colo  

Public  Library  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. . .. 

Public  Library  Indianapolis,  Ind  .•  

Public  Library  Kansas  City,  Mo  

Public  Library  Lawrence,  Mass   2 

Public  Library  Lynn,  Mass  

Public  Library  Milwaukee,  Wis  

Public  Library  Minneapolis,  Minn  

Public  Library  Peoria,  111  

Public  Library  Providence,  R.  I  

Public  Library  Scranton,  Pa   3 

Public  Library  Taunton,  Mass   1 

Rock,  Charles  ."St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Sanders,  Walter  J  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

Secretary  of  State  of  Missouri.  . .  .Jefferson  City,  Mo   1 

Tufts  Library  Weymoutli,  Mass   2 

Union  Depot  Company  St.  Joseph,  Mo   1 

United  States  Government  Washington,  D.  C   47     25  176 

Warren  County  Library  Ass'n.  . . .  Monmouth,  111   4 

Wemyss,  R.  J  West  Superior,  Wis. ...  1 

Wilmington  Institute  Wilmington,  Del   1 

Wisconsin  Free  Library 

Commission    1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical 

Society  Madison,  Wis   1 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — The  purchase  of  books  by  the  Librarian,  amounting  to  837 
volumes,  during  the  year  now  closed,  has  been  made  by  him  after  full  con- 
sultation with  and  approval  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  so  reported  each 

month  to  the  Board.  r^-r,-.^^, 

HENRY  BULLARD, 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 

BARTON  PITTS, 

Library  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:— Your  committee  on  Administration  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  inspected  the  library,  and  find  everythincr  in  order,  and  the 
books  in  as  good  a  condition  as  their  constant  wear  will  admit. 

The  employees  have  merited  the  approbation  of  the  Board  by  efficiency 
and  faithfulness. 

Miss  Ritner,  for  two  years  an  assistant  in  the  library,  resigned  her 
position  March  1,  1896,  and  Miss  Stella  Bushnell  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  NEELY, 
J.  W.  ATWILL, 
B.  NEW  BURGER, 

Administration  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  finance  committee  of  the  Free  Public  Library  report  as  follows: 
We  have  carefully  examined  the  books  of  the  treasurer  and  secretary 
and  find  them  correct. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 

Balance  in  City  Treasury,  May  1,  1895   $       35  64 

City  Appropriation   6,584  45 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  Assistants  $  3,880  00 

Janitor   240  00 

Stationery  and  Printing   82  40 

Postage   15  00 

Miscellaneous   70  07 

Heating   129  80 

Insurance   95  70 

Rent   600  00 

Repairs  ,   17  45 

Furniture   48  66 

Binding   382  60 

Books  and  Periodicals   1,047  48 

Balance  in  City  Treasury,  May  1,  1896   10  93 

$   6,620  09  $   6,620  09 
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We  find  that  this  agrees  with  the  accounts  of  the  city  officers  on  the 
same  daces.  The  city  closes  its  accounts  the  third  Monday  in  April,  while 
the  State  law  specifies  that  the  report  of  the  library  shall  show  the  state  of 
the  trust  May  1. 

In  April,  1895,  the  city  carried  over  a  balance  to 


credit  of  library  of  ,|  569  44 

April  25,  1895,  there  was  drawn  for  April  bills . .  t . .  533  80 

Leaving  balance  to  current  year  of  I  35  64 

This  year  the  city  carried  a  balance  April  20,  of  %  385  93 

April  23,  there  was  drawn  for  April  bills   375  00 

Leaving  balance  as  per  report  I  10  93 


We  call  attention  to  the  small  amount  available  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  When  the  library  was  started,  although  the  vote  was  passed  in 
April,  1890,  the  library  was  not  opened  until  March,  1891,  and  the  running 
expenses  were  in  consequence  small  for  the  first  year,  and  a  balance  was 
carried  over  of  $1,150.00.  This  sum  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  in 
other  years,  and  was  only  exhausted  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year.  A 
reduced  assessment  has  made  the  library  income  smaller,  and  the  taking  of 
the  insurance  out  of  the  regular  city  taxes,  so  that  the  library  receives  no 
proportion  of  it,  although  the  city  receives  the  amount  through  the  State 
treasury,  has  also  cut  our  funds  short. 

The  need  of  increased  income  was  so  apparent  for  the  keeping  up  of  the 
library  and  the  extension  of  the  work  that  the  committee  advised  the  board 
to  take  steps  to  present  to  the  people  a  proposition  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion from  three-tenths  mill  to  one  mill,  allowed  by  State  law,  contemplating 
devoting  all  the  surplus  above  the  amount  necessary  to  ran  the  library 
properly  to  a  building  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the 
library.  Although  the  result  showed  that  our  citizens  were  overwhelmingly 
in  favor  of  the  increase,  on  a  technicality  and  upon  the  advice  of  the  city 
counselor,  the  city  authorities  declined  to  appropriate  the  increased  amount. 

Estimates  for  the  coming  year  show  that  we  will  have  about  the  same 
amount  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  that  we  expended  last  year. 

W.  H. GORDON, 
WM.  H.  MORLOCK, 
J  NO.  DECLUE. 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Your  committee  on  buildings  and  grounds,  in  compliance  with  the 
by-laws,  submit  the  annual  report  of  expenditures  coming  under  our  super- 


vision. 

Rent  $  600  00 

Janitor   240  00 

Insurance   95  70 

Fuel   129  80 

Furniture   48  66 

Repairs   17  45 

Water   3C  00 

Hose  and  Plumbing   11  95 

Lawn  Mower   8  20 

Flag   7  96 

Ice   6  25 

Janitor's  Supplies   2  65 


11,198  62 

Your  committee  recommend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Park  Commissioners 
for  the  gift  of  plants  and  shrubs  to  ornament  our  grounds.  We  commend 
the  diligence  and  faithfulness  of  David  McKinney,  our  janitor,  credit  him 
for  the  fine  appearance  of  the  grounds,  and  recommend  him  for  re-appoint- 

JNO.  DECLUE, 
G.  W.  HENDLEY, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
Building  and  Grounds  Committee. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

J.  W.  ATWILL,  TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  FREE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Received  from  George  C.  Hull,  Treasurer  $    60  00 

Received  from  George  C.  Hull,  account   1,307  25 

Received  from  Librarian   255  00 

Received  Interest  on  account. . ,   52  29 

Balance  on  hand  May  1,  1896   |1,674  54 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1896. 

Approved. 

W.  H.  GORDON, 
JNO.  DECLUE, 
WM.  H.  MORLOCK, 

Finance  Committee. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph: 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  law,  I  lierewitli  present  t'lie  iSieveutli  Annual 
Report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph,  sliowiug  the  couditiou  and 
work  of  this  institution. 

The  lineoime  of  the  library  is  sadly  deticient,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
special  fund  in  the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  beginning  of  tlie 
fisca.1  year,  secured  by  pretsei'vimg  the  moneys  received  from  fines  'and  similar 
sources  since  its  organization,  comparativetly  few  books  could  have  been 
purchased.  This  fund,  amounting  to  $1,674.54,  together  with  'similar  collec- 
tions of  $333.00  during  the  year,  has  been  exhausted  in  'the  purchase  of  books 
abs-olutely  necessary  to  keep  the  library  in  touch  with  the  work  devolving 
upon  it.  Tlie  s^eeming  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  library  in  the  .hands  of  the 
city  treasurer  at  this  time,  is  explained  'by  the  fact  that  books  heretofore 
ordered  have  not  amved. 

The  library  has  reached  that  age  w'hen  books  purchased  in  its  first  days 
must  be  replaced.  The  general  public  is  not  aware  of  the  rapidity  with  w'hich 
popular  books  wear  ouf  and  the  great  expense  entailed  upon  the  library  in 
replacing  them.  The  circulation  of  ibooks,  alreaidy  very  large,  when  the  total 
number  in  this  department  is  considered,  is  constantly  increasing,  as  will  be 
seen  iby  the  reports  herewith. 

The  incTeased  use  of  th^  library  necessarily  means  additional  expense. 
The  <>ost  of  rebinding  (books  is  a  constantly  growing  one,  the  increase  for  the 
past  year  in  this  one  item  being  abou't  sieventy-five  per  cent,  over  that  of  the 
year  previous,  and  a  much  larger  sum  will  be  required  this  year.  Books  wear 
out  more  rapidly  and  must  be  replaced.  Such  volumes  do  not  appear  'asi  new 
titles,  and,  therefore,  make  little  ^showing. 

The  imperative  demand  foi-  an  linci-ease  in  the  funds  of  the  library  led  the 
Boiard  of  Directors  to  consider  the  advisaibility  of  again  asking  the  voters  of 
the  city  to  authorize  the  setting  apart  for  library  purposes  of  an  inei*eased 
l>ercen'tage  of  the  city  taxeis,  -but,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  tlie  ciity  fiiiaiices, 
it  was  thought  1>est  to  postpone  this  request  until  a  more  favorable  time.  In 
lieu  thereof,  however,  the  Board  of  Directors,  throngh  its  finance  com'mittee, 
asked  for  an  increased  apportionment,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
library  fund  has  never  l>een  credited  with  any  portion  of  the  baek  taxes  col- 
lected, interest  on  deposits  of  its  funds,  nor  a  proportion  of  the  insurance  tax 
collected  by  the  state,  believes  that  it  is  legally  entitled  to  it.  While  the 
amount  asked  for  will  by  no  means  meet  the  requirements  of  the  library,  it 
will  enable  those  entrusted  with  its  administration  to  at  least  prevent  a 
backward  movement.  Witliout  this  additional  money  tlie  library  will  suffer 
a  miast  serious  backset. 
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lU-icl  ly,  iiinoii^-  iiiiixvrtant  items,  tha  followiug  ivports  slioivv  a  home  circu- 
Ijilioii  for  (he  year  of  120,853,  an  increase  of  11,780;  a  net  gain  in  the 
number  of  voluincs  in  l  lic  library  of  1,200;  usei-«  of  blie  librai^  by  card  number 
4,347,  a  gain  ol'  .')1)4.  'IMiis  docs  nol  include;  those  i>ersons  \vlio  use  only  the 
reference  and  rcadin,u-  rooms,  as  tlic-se  dei)artimen'ts  are  open  witliout  restric- 
tion to  all. 

As  to  further  fact's,  you  are  requested  to  read  the  reports  herewith,  as 
they  are  complete,  and  give  detailed  statements  of  the  work  done,  and  that 
sought  to  be  accoinplisihed. 

You r s  r (\si) ec tif u  11  y , 

J  NO.  DeOLUE. 
President  Board  of  Directors. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  :^Iay  1,  1897. 


STATE  OP  MISSOURI, 
County  of  Buchanan, 


Before  me,  Levi  Mitchell  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  countj^  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  John  DeC'lue,  i>resident  of  the  Board  of  Director  of  the 
Pree  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts 
and  figures  in  the  reports  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of 
library  and  books  added  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  lianid  and  seial  flris  24tili  day  of  May,  1897. 

[Seal.]  LEVI  MITCHELL, 

Notary  Pu'blic. 

Commis^sion  expires,  March  5,  1901. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  Seventh .  Annual  Report  of  the  librarian  is  herewith 
presented  for  your  consideration. 

ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDRAWALS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  library  year.  May  1,  1896,  the  library  contained 
according  to  the  annual  report,  13,579  volumes.  Accessions  for  the  year  num- 
ber 1,960,  classified  by  source  as  follows:  Gifts,  18;  periodical's,  bound,  162; 
U.  S.  Govermnent,  128;  purchased,  1,652.  During  the  same  period  720  vol- 
umes were  withdrawn,  as  follows:  Ix>st  and  paid  for,  16;  exchanged,  18; 
worn  out,  680;  missing,  6. 
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The  accessioris  and  withdrawals  are  classified  as  follows: 

With-  Net 

Class  Accessions  drawals  Gain 

Fhilosophy    16  1  15 

Religion   40  ...  40 

Sociology    44  1  43 

Natural  Science   35  1  34 

Useful  Arts   24  ...  24 

Fine  Arts   29  ...  29 

Literature    91  18  73 

History    148  4  144 

Travel    61  4  57 

Biography   147  2  145 

Bound  Magazines,  reference   144  8  136 

Bound  Magazines,  circulating   18  ...  18 

Other  Reference  Works   75  6  69 

German    85  5  80 

Fiction   '   875  670  205 

Government  Publications   128  ...  128 

Total   1960        720  1240 

VOLUMES  IN  LIBRARY. 
The  librai*y  contains  ait  the  present  time  14,839  volumes,  of  which  1,337 
are  in  the  reference  department,  2,074  in  the  government  departanent,  and 
11,428  in  the  circulatiiig  department;  a  net  increase  of  1,240  volume's  for  the 
year.  The  average  cost  of  books  purchased  during  'the  year  was  $1.13. 

FINANCIAL. 

Following  are  the  expenditures  of  the  library  for  the  year  fromi  botli 
general  and  special  funds: 

Gen'l  Special 

Fund  Fund  Total 

Salaries  $3,605  00  $3,605  00 

Rent                                                                     600  00  600  00 

Janitor                                                                  240  00  240  00 

Pi-iiiting  and  Stationery                                          89  25  89  25 

Printing  Finding  List                                                      $  380  25      380  25 

Postage                                                                  19  50  19  50 

Miscellaneous                                                          82  55  45  00      127  55 

Heat                                                                     188  60  188  60 

Insurance                                                              89  00  89  00 

Repairs                                                                  17  55  17  55 

Furniture                                                               97  40  12  50      109  90 

Binding                                                                  65()  02  4  77      (560  79 

Periodicals                                                             33  30  209  15      242  45 

Books                                                                     924  74  943  54    1,868  28 

Total  $6,642  91  $1,595  21  $8,238  12 
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Special  fund,  collections  and  (liisl)iirs'einents: 

Balance  in  librarian's  -hands,  May  1,  189(5  .$    V.\  V2 

Fines  Collected    im  70 

OaJtalogs  Sold   1)5  05 

M'iscellaneouis  Collections  (rents,  bulletins,  daniaifed  books, 

lost  books,  new  cards,  extra  voluni(\s)   02  47 

Deposited  with  Treasurer   $333  Oo 

♦Incidental  P^xpenses   IGl  82 

Balance  on  Hand    14  58 


$500  40  $509  40 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  cards  in  use  is  4,347.  Expirations  for  the  year  were  1,703; 
cancellations,  119;  total,  1,182.  Cards  issued:  Kenewals,  903;  new,  1,373; 
total,  2,270;  increase,  304. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  issues  for  home  use  were  120,853,  an  increase  of  ll,7ftO.  Daily 
average  circulation,  390;  monthly  average,  ll>,071,  an  increase  of  902.  The 
largest  issue  of  books  in  the  circulating  department  for  one  day  was  830, 
Fel)ruary  0,  1897;  the  smaliest,  185,  Sepitemiber  18,  1890.  A  small  IncTeose  in 
the  percentage  of  fiction  is  noted,  while  a  gratifying  improvement  is  appai-'ent 
in  tlie  use  of  liis'tory  and  travel,  the  increase  in  tiie  percentage  in  tlie  two 
last-named  classes  being  aibout  one-tenth.  Volumes  in  the  circulating  depart- 
ment were  i-ssued  on  an  average  of  eleve'n  times  each  during  the  twelve 
months. 

TTie  cost  per  volume  of  circulation  was  0.8  cents.  It  is  difficult  to  make 
comparisons  of  this  expense  with  other  libraries,  from  tlie  fact  tliat  some 
have  no  rent  to  pay,  otliers  no  lieating  bills,  and  similar  expenses,  while  all 
of  these  items  are  embraced  in  tlie  c^harges  ag^ainst  the  circulation  of  this 
library. 

The  grade  of  fiction  issued  is  improving.  The  former  librarian,  Mr.  H.  L. 
Elmendorf,  in  publisihing  a  new  finding  list  last  j^ear,  dropped,  among  dtlhei's, 
the  'books  of  Horatio  Alger,  Jr.,  Bertha  ^1.  Clay,  '^HaaTy  'Castlemon,"  May 
Agnes  Fleming,  and  a  large  number  of  those  of  Mrs.  E.  D.  E.  N.  Southworth. 
As  these  iboolvs  wear  out  they  are  not  replaced.  This  policy  has  been  steadily 
pursued,  and.  in  addition  to  the  above,  among  those  whose  novels  'have  either 
been  dropiDed  entirely  or  reduced  in  number  are  Argles,  Braddon,  Holmes, 
Stephens,  Forrester,  Terhune  and  Cameron.  A  continuous  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  litjrary  staff  is  being  made  to  encourage  the  reading  of  better  books, 
and  there  is  little  ground  foa-  complaint  as  to  resailts. 


*Tlie  incidental  expenses  account  includes  all  postage  of  the  Library  (other  than  printed 
postal  cards),  freight  and  cartage  on  books,  the  purchase  of  ink,  pens,  pencils,  and  like  small 
supplies. 
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REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 

While  no  statistics  are  Ivept  relating  to  the  reference  room,  its  nse  is 
constantly  growing,  esipeeially  among  pnpils  of  tlie  sclio'ols  of  the  city. 
Volumes  from  'the  crrenlatiing  departmenit  ito  tlie  nnnilx^r  of  002  wvn^  issued 
for  -reference  during  the  year. 

The  same  trouble  as  heretofore  exists  with  this  department.  Its  location 
makes  i't  iimpracti'ca:blc  to  'have  it  overlooked  eontinnoiisly  by  lil)rary  assist- 
ants, and  financial  reasons  prevent  an  increase  of  the  force.  Books  are  taken 
away  and  often  not  returned,  wliile  many  suffer  from  vandals.  An  ordinance 
is  'being  prepared  for  submission  to  tlie  common  council,  imiposing  penalties 
for  misdemeanors  of  this  kind,  which  it  is  lioiped  will  aid  in  correcting  this 
evil. 

READING  ROOM. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  appendices,  important  accessions  have 
been  made  to  the  reading  room,  principal  among  which  are  daily  news])ai)ers 
from  all  portions  of  the  United  States,  contributed  by  the  Herald  and  (Jazerte 
Publishing  Companies  of  this  city.  Trade  .iournals,  forming  an  attractive 
commercial  department,  are  fnrnislied  through  the  courtesy  of  their  pub- 
lishers. Another  interesting  and  useful  addition  is  a  list  of  medical  jom-nals, 
donated  regularly  'by  the  St.  .Joseph  Academy  of  Medicine. 

The  reading  room  suffers  through  vandalism  as  does  the  reference  depart- 
ment, and  for  tlie  same  'reason  a  remedy  has  not  yet  been  found. 

SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 
The  woi:k  in  the  schools,  inaugurated  two  years  ago,  has  been  kept  up 
as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  lilnnry  ])ermitted,  and  with  .satisfactory 
results.  Arrangements  are  under  way  for  extending  tliis  work  to  include 
all  of  the  schools  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  city,  and  witli  each  order 
for  books  several  titles  'are  included  for  this  especial  pur])oise.  'l^^icliers  are 
encouraged  to  use  the  library,  and  are  granted  extra  privileges,  being  per- 
mitted access  to  the  shelves  for  examination  of  books. 

LIBRARY  NOTES. 

A  new  finding  list  was  issued  last  July,  since  which  date  two  bulletins, 
containing  300  titles  each,  have  been  pu<bllshed,  and  a  thinl  is  now  ready. 

Through  an  arrangement  with  the  Daily  Herald  and  Daily  (iazette  lists 
of  new  ibooks  and  special  topic-lists  are  published  weekly.  The  use  of  the 
tyiie  is  granted  the  libraiy,  hence  tihe  coslt  of  publishing  bullettims  is  reduced 
to  a  nominal  sum.  The  advertisement  thus  secured  through  the  daily  papers 
is  responsible,  in  large  measure,  for  the  increased  use  of  the  library. 

In  addition  to  assisting  the  various  literary  clubs  of  the  city  in  their  reg- 
ular programs,  special  lists  have  also  l>een  prepared,  emll>raciug  topics  of 
immediate  interest.  During  the  caimpaign  last  fall,  such  a  list  on  the  finan- 
cial question  proved  d(Videdly  useful.  Otlier  lists  covered  the  Cul)an  revolu- 
tion, the  Armenian  (inestion,  Ci-etan  iiisnn-ecl  ion.  and  liie  (Jraeco- 
Turkisb  war. 
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Fine  notices  wore  sent  out  as  I'olloiws:  J'Mi-st  notice,  postals,  1,310;  «<?eon(l 
notices,  128;  giiarantoiis  written,  '.M\. 

Of  1,024  vohinies  sent  to  tlie  ibincl(?ry,  ],4(j0  were  for  TObindini^,  and  158 
were  magazines.  In  addition,  a  larj^e  number  have  'been  repaired  at  the 
library,  so  far  as  possible  to  do  so  in  lieu  of  i-'ebinding. 

While  the  library  is  a  government  depository,  the  books  'have  neither  been 
listed  nor  classified,  conisieqiiently  they  have  not  been  of  the  use  to  the  public 
which  tliey  otherwise  would  have  'been.  It  is  'lioped  'to  reme^dy  this  at  an 
early  d;iy,  ns  w(^ll  as  to  classify  boolvs  in  the  (J(^rman  'language,  now  <le.sig- 
nn.ted  by  ronscm  i  i  xc  ii  iiiiihcrs. 

Ai»])(mi(1(m1  w  ill  he  fouinl  C'O  clasisirKMl  table  of  circulation;  (b)  list  of  per- 
iodicals talvcn;  and  <<M  list  (»r  (li)iia  t  ions. 

Tlie  librarian  wishes  lo  acknowledge  the  hearty  support  and  good-will  of 
tlie  library  staff,  wi'thout  which  tlie  sliowing  herein  made  Avou'ld  not  have 
been  possi'ble. 

The  worlv  of  tlie  lil^rary  is  seriously  hampered  in  every  way  by  lack  of 
fumls,  and  quarters  whlcli  are  not  adapted  to  library  purposes.  Notwith- 
standing those  di-awhacks,  it  is  (h)ing  a  splendid  "work,  'Which  is  simall  only 
in  coinparison  with  what  miglit  be  done  under  favorable  conditions. 
"SA^itli  itlianks  to  tlie  Boai'd  foa*  its  kindly  eonsideratiou. 

Respectfully  subm i tted , 

PURD  K.  WRIOHT, 

Librarian. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 
County  of  Buchanan, 

Before  me,  Edward  S.  Douglas,  a.  notary  puhlic  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Lfibrary  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  ;Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  land  fig- 
ures herein  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library  and 
books  added  are  correct  to  the  hest  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  'seal,  this  24th  day  of  May,  1897. 

[Seal.]  EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS. 

Notary  Public. 

My  commissioin  expires  November  10,  1900. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  During  tlie  past  fiscal  jmr,  1,9G0  volnmes  have  been  added 
to  the  library,  of  TV'^hieh  18  were  gifts,  162  periodicals,  128  government  piDbM- 
catlons,  and  1,652  purchased.  Withdrawals  for  the  isanie  period  aggregated 
720,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  1,240  volumes.  All  purchases  were  made  after 
approval  by  the  committee  and  'board. 

Your  committee,  with  the  librarian,  ihas  used  care  in  the  selection  of 
titles,  and  Ihas  sought  to  include  in  its  lists  only  the  better  books.  In  fiction, 
it  has  been  the  policy  'to  drop  a  great  many  titles,  and  this  line  will  be  pur- 
sued according  to  the  best  judg-'ment  of  the  committee. 

A'S'hile  the  circulation  report  shows  a  small  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
fiction,  the  grade  of  ibooiks  called  for  in  this  'class  is  steadily  improving, 
(xratifying  increases  in  eireulation  are  noted  in  history,  travel,  etc. 

Respectfully  (submitted, 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 
H.  K.  WHITE, 
J.  L.  LAWLESS, 

May  1,  1897.  Library  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  An  examinatioin  of  the  library  showis  the  books  to  be  in  as 
good  condition  as  their  constant  use  will  permit. 

Tlie  only  change  in  the  liibrary  force  during  it)he  year  was  that  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  librarian,  to  accept  a  more  lucra- 
tive position.  'Mr.  Purd  B.  Wright  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  work  of  the  force  lias  been  sucli  as  to  deserve  commendation  at  our 
hands. 

.T.  W.  ATWILL. 
.TNO.  DeCLUE. 

BARTON  Plains. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public,  Library  : 

(Jkntlemkn:  I  luM-cwilh  snbinit  ;i  detailed  i-(HjK>i-t  of  the  financial  opci-a- 
tions  of  iMio  H(KM-d  foi-  I'lic  fiscal  yeai-  (indinj;-  Aj^i-il  .*i(>,  18t)7: 


SPECIAL  UK  VENUE  ACCOUNT. 
RECP}IPTS. 

180G. 

July  31.   Received  from  Treasurer  J.  AV.  Atwill  certificate 

of  deposit  on  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph  $  225  00 

Received  from  Treasurer  J.  W.  Atwill  certificate  of  deposit 

on  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   1,359  54 

Received  from  Treasurer  .1.  W.  Atwill  check  on  National 

Bank  of  St.  Joseph   120  00 

.$1,704  54 


Aug. 

5. 

 $     25  00 

Aug. 

28. 

Received  from  H.  L.  Elmendorf  

  25  00 

Sept. 

20. 

Received  from  H.  I..  Elmen'dorf  

  30  00 

Oct. 

22. 

lieceived  froim  Purd  B.  Wright  

  35  00 

Nov. 

25. 

Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright  

  40  (X) 

Dec. 

24. 

Received  from  Purd  B.  Wriglit  

  1()  00 

1897. 

Jan.       11.  Received  from  National  Bank  of  St.  Josepli. 

interest  on  $225   0  75 

Jan.       28.   Received  from  Purd  B.  AYright   35  00 

P'eb.       25.   Received  from  Purd  B.  AA^right   32  00 

Alarch    24.    Received  from  Purd  B.  AA'right   1  94 

Alarch    25.   Received  from  Purd  B.  AA^right   30  00 

April     21.    Received  from  Purd  B.  AA'right   33  00 


$  309 


EXPENDITURES. 

Disbursed  as  per  vouchers  $1,595  21 

Transferred  to  city  rrea surer.  January  11.  '97   289  02 

Deposited  with  city  treasurer.  January  29   35  00 

Deposited  with  city  treasurer.  February  '2<\   32  00 

Deposited  with  city  treasurer.  Alarch  25   30  06 

Deposited  witli  city  treasurer.  April  22   33  00 


.$2,014  29  .$2,014  29 


REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  11 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  hands  of  city  treasurer,  April  20,  1896  $  385  93 

Experiditnres  for  montli  of  April,  1896,  as  per  vouchers.  .     375  00 


Balance  on  hand  beginning  the  library  year.  May  1,  1896.  $    10  98 

Collections  from  three-tenths  mills  tax  placed  to  credit  of  Free  Public 
Library  Avith  city  treasurer: 

May   $4,533  00 

June    236  03 

July    228  02 

August    350  90 

September    348  32 

October   313  50 

Novemiber    180  29 

Deceniber    245  87 

January    8  97 

Februar?^    11  42 

March    4  63 

April    31 


1897.  $(5.1fi3  26 

Jan.       11.  Transferred  from  special  fund  $  289  02 

Jan.       29.   Deposit    35  00 

Feb.       26.   Deposit    32  00 

March     25.   Deposit    30  06 

April       22.   Depoisit   33  00      419  08 


$().893  27 

1896.  EXPENDITURES. 

May,  vouchers   $1,009  58 

June,  vouchers    607  07 

July,  vouchers   471  75 

August,  vouchers    54()  48 

September,  vouchers    459  75 

October,  vouchers    604  (>5 

November,  vouchers    542  .'58 

December,  vouchers    395  50 

1897. 

January,  voucIkm-s   .*   440  35 

February,  voucIh^ts    4(54  70 

March,  vouchers    521  0(5 

April,  vouchers    579  (U 


$6,642  91 
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JilOCAIMTULATION. 

Keeeiiyts,  (Umum-jiI  Fund: 

Haljuico  on  hand,  May  1,  189(j   10  93 

Receipts  from  three-tenths  mill  tax   0,4(53  20  $0,474  10 

Special  fund: 

Balance  on  luuid  July  1,  ISOO  $1,704  54 

Collections    3(>J>  75 


$2,014  20 

Expenditures: 

G(uieml  Fund   $0,042  01 

Special  Fund    1,505  21 


Total  $8,238  12 

Balance  in  city  treasury  to  credit  of  TJl)rai'y  Fund,  May 

1,  1807   $  250  30 


$8,488  48  $8,488  48 
Bcspect  fully  sul>m  it  ted, 

OFT  AS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 

Treasurer. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI,  ) 

l  ss 

County  of  Buchanan,  ) 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedeniberg,  a  notary  public  in. and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Clrarles  A.  Pfeiffer,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  above  set  fortli  are  correct  to  the  Ixist 
of  'his  knoiwledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  2oth  day  of  May,  1807. 

[Seal.]  J.  C.  HEDENBERG. 

Notai*y  Public. 

My  commission  expires  Noyeinber  13,  1807. 


REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


13 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentle.me.x:  As  required  by  law,  tlie  fiuanee  committee  herewith  sub- 
mits, for  your  eoiisi deration,  a  rei>or<t  of  itibe  receipts  land  expenditures  of  the 
library  for  the  fiscal  year  eniding  April  30,  1897: 

SPECIAL  FUND. 


Receiots: 

Balance  on  band  May' 1,  1896   $1,674  54 

Collections    389  75 

Disibursements: 

Vouchers  on  file   $1,595  21 

Transferred  to  city  treasurer    289  02 

Deposited  with  city  treasurer   130  06 


$2,014  29  $2,014  20 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Receipts : 

Balance  in  hands  of  city  treasurer.  May  1,  1896   $     10  93 

Collected  from  3-10  mill  tax   6,463  26 

Ti-ansf erred  from  Special  Fund   289  02 

Deposited  by  treasurer,  monthly  collections   130  06 

Disibursemen'ts : 

Monthly  bills,  as  per  vouchers  $6,642  91 

Balance  in  hands  of  city  treasiurer   250  36 


$6,893  27  $6,893  27 

The  committee,  acting  under  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  met 
the  members  of  the  common  council  wliosie  terms  did  not  expire  itthis  ydar, 
early  in  March,  and  sitated  the  necesislty  for  adiliitionial  fiDnds,  either  as  a 
direct  appropriation  from  the  city  treasury,  or  the  increase,  by  a  vote  of  tihe 
peoi)le,  of  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  set  apart  for  library  ipurposes.  After 
thoi'oughly  considering  the  queisition,  iit  Was  thouglhit  best  by  all  coincerned 
that  the  relief  required  be  given  by  tJlie  council  as  an  additional  appropria- 
tion, in  liquidation  of  claims  of  the  library  for  back  taxes,  interest  on  deposit 
of  liHyi-ai-y  fundis,  ami  a  sliare  of  insuranice  taxes  icoillected  by  tIhe  nMia  for 
the  cit^'.  1'he  amount  agreed  upon  at  that  time  was  between  $7,500  and 
$8,000.   Later  developments  have  fixed  the  amount  at  the  first-nanuMl  figure. 

The  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  librarian  liave  been  checked  and  found 
to  be  correct,  the  former  corresponding,  in  tlie  general  fund,  with  that  of 
the  city  auditor. 

W.  II.  GORDON. 
Wm.  H.  MORLOCK. 
OHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER. 


14 


RKPOliT  OF  FREE  PUliLW  LIBRARY. 


REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  coin  in  it  tec  on  Imihlinx  and  grounds  hcrcwitli  sul>niits 
a.  report  of  cxpc^nditiircs  for  the  (l(^i)artin(-nt.  under  its  charj^c,  as  required 


by  llic  by-laws. 

Kent  .$  im  00 

Janitor    240  (H) 

Insurance    89  00 

Fuel    188  00 

Furniture   07  40 

Stove.  (s])('cial  fund)   12  50 

Ivepairs    17  55 

AVater    40  00 

Ice    7  75 


$1,292  80 

Throufili  the  courtesy  of  tlie  park  coniniissioners,  AVho  furnished  plants 
and  shrubs,  the  g-rouiids  of  the  lilH'ary  last  season  were  made  very  attractive. 
Like  contributions  wcic  promised  from  tli<'  same  source  this  year.  The  jani- 
tor, David  McKinncy.  di'scrves  especial  mention  for  his  care  of  the  groundis. 
His  re-appointment  is  recommended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  XEAVBURGBR. 

AV..  H.  GORDON. 

CHAS.  A.  PFBIFFER. 
May  1,  1897.  Committee  on  Buildmg  and  Gwumls. 
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APPENDIX   'B"— LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIliRARY. 


QUARTERLY. 

1      Cyclopaedic  Review  of  Cun-ent 
History. 

MONTHLY. 

1     American  Electrician. 
1     American  Teacher. 

1  *American  Medical  Journalist. 

2  Arena. 

1  Art  Interchange. 

2  Atlantic  Monthly. 

1     Blackwood's  Mag-azine. 

1  Bookman. 

5  Century. 

5  Cosmopolitan. 

1  Cumulative  Index. 

2  Current  Literature. 
1     Eclectic  Mag-azine. 

1     Educational  Review. 

1  Fire  and  Water.    (Gift  of  Daily 

Herald.) 

2  Forum. 

5  Harper's  Monthly. 

1     Inland  Printer. 

1     Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

1     Land  of  Sunshine.  (Gift.) 

1  Library  Journal. 

3  Lippincott's. 

1     Literary  News. 

3  McClure's  Mag-azine. 

1  Macmillan's  Mag-azine. 

1  *Medical  Herald. 

1  Missionary  Review  of  the  World 
3  Munsey's  Magazine. 

2  New  England  Magazine. 
2  North  American  Review. 
1  Outing. 

1  Overland  Monthly. 

1  Photographic  Times. 

2  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

2  Review  of  Reviews. 

3  St.  Nicholas. 

5  Scribner's  Magazine. 

1  Stone. 

1  *  Vegetarian,  Chicago. 

1  *Western  Fruit  Grower. 


*Gift  of  Publisher. 


SEMI-MONTHLY. 

1  Dial. 

WEEKLY. 

I  American.  (Gift  of  Gazette  Pub- 
lishing Co.) 

1  *Bradstreet's. 

1    *Christian  Intelligencer. 

1  Christian  Science  Journal.  (Gift 
Christian  Science  Students.) 

I  *Commercial  Tribune,  Denver, 
Colo. 

1  *Democrat  -  Lever,  Plattsburg, 

Mo. 

2  Engineering  Record.     (Gift  of 

Gazette  and  Herald  Publish- 
ing Co's.) 

1     Harper's  Bazar. 

1     Harper's  Weekly. 

1     Harper's  Round  Table. 

1    *Leader,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 

1     Leslie's  Weekly. 

1     Illustrated  American. 

1     Illustrated  London  News. 

I    ^Interstate  Grocer,  St.  Louis. 

1    *Journal  of  Commerce. 

1     Journal  of  Education. 

1  Life. 

1     Littell's  Living  Age. 

1    *Modern  Miller,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1  Nation. 

1    '^'North  western    Merchant.  Du- 

luth,  Minn. 
1    *Ohio  Merchant,  Cleveland,  O. 
1     Parish  Message.    (Gift  of  Christ 

Church  Parish). 
1      Public  Opinion. 
1     Publisher's  Weekly. 
1     School  Journal. 
1     Scientific  American. 
1     Scientific  American  Supplement 
1    *Shoe  and  Leather  Gazette,  St. 

Louis,  Mo. 
1    *The   Trader    (El  Comerciante), 

Mexico,  Mex. 
1    *Trade  Register,  Seattle,  Wash. 
1    *Trade  Review  and  Industrial 

Record,  Dallas,  Tex. 
1     Tribune,  New  Y^ork  City.  (Gift). 
1     Western  Electrician. 
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APPENDIX  "B"'— LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 
Continued, 


DAILIES. 

**Arizona  Republican,  Phoenix. 
**Atlanta  (Ga.)  Constitution. 

*Baltiraore  (Md.)  News. 

*Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  News. 
**Cliicaa-o  (111.)  Chronicle. 
Congressional  Record. 

*Denver  (Colo.)  Republican. 

*lndianapolis  (Ind.)  Sentinel. 

^Jacksonville  (Fla.)  Times-Union. 
**Lus  Ano^eles  (Cal.)  Express. 
**Loaisville  (Ky.)  Courier-Journal. 

*Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune.) 

*New  York  (N.  Y.)  Mail  and  Ex- 
press. 

^Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Public  Ledger. 

*  Times. 

**Pittsburg-  (Pa.)  Dispatch. 
*Rocky  Mountain  News,  Denver. 
Colo, 

**'Spring-field  (Mass.)  Republican. 
*St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Daily  Herald. 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Daily  News. 

(Gift  of  Publisher.) 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Daily  Volksblatt. 
(Gift  of  Publisher.) 
**St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Chronicle. 
**St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Globe. 
**Salt  Lake  (Utah)  Herald. 

*San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Bulletin. 
**Washington  (D.  C.)  Post. 
West  Superior  (Wis.)  Leader. 
(Gift  of  Publisher.) 

LIST  OF  MEDICAL  JOURNALS. 

Donated  by  the  St.  Joseph  Academy 

of  Medicine. 
Alienist  and  Neurologist. 
American  Medical  Review. 
American  Medico-Surgical  Bulletin. 


Annals  of  Surgery. 
Archives  of  Pediatrics. 
Buffalo  Medical  and  Sui-gical  Jour- 
nal. 

Bulletin  of  the  American  Academy 

of  Medicine. 
Chicago  Medical  Recorder. 
Denvei-  Medical  Times. 
International  Journal  of  Surgery. 
Iowa  Medical  Journal. 
Journal  of  the  American  Medical 

Association. 
Journal    of    Nervous   and  Mental 

Diseases. 
Kansas  City  Medical  Index. 
Kansas  City  Medical  Record. 
Kansas  Medical  Journal. 
Langsdale's  Lancet. 
Matthews'  Medical  Quarterly. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
Medical  Bulletin. 
Medical  Fortnightly. 
Medical  Mirror. 
Medical  News. 
Medical  Record. 
Medical  Review. 
Medicine. 

New  York  Medical  Journal. 

New  York  Polyclinic. 

North  American  Practitioner. 

Occidental  Medical  Times. 

Omaha  Clinic. 

Pacific  Medical  Review. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Inebriety. 

St.    Louis    Medical    and  Surgical 

Journal. 
Sanitarian. 

University  Medical  Magazine. 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 
Weir's  Index  to  the  Medical  Press. 
Western  Medical  Review. 
Yale  Medical  Journal. 


*Gift  of  St.  Joseph  Daily  Herald. 
**Gift  of  St.  Joseph  Daily  Gazette. 
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APPENDIX  »C"— LIST  OF  DONATIONS. 


NAME 

LOCATION 

o 

Vols. 

Pamp. 



St.  Jc^eph,  Mo. 

14 

33 

1 

1 

('ainplK-U.  C.  W  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

3 

r\uvAiiu  I  111.  1  I'll!, lie  Lilirary  

1 

(  'li  ri>t  i;i  II  Sciciicc  St  mlciit  s  

Cleveland  (().  i  rnhlic  Lihrary  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

12 

2 

1 

Council  Hluil.s  ila.i  Free  Public  Library  

1 

Dana,  J.  C  

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

Fassett,  C.  W. .  

Baltimore,  Md  

St.  Joseph,  Mo 

'  l.V 

1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.  . . . 
Burlington,  Vt  

22 

Fletcher  Free  Lil)rary  

1 

Furst,  Miss  Rachel  

1 

1 

1 

Hartford  (Conn.)  Theological  Seminarv  

1 

Howard  Memorial  Library  

New  Orleans,  La.. . 

5 

Hull,  Mrs.  G.C     

80  ' 

I.  0.  B.  B.,  Joseph  Lodge  

St.  Joseph,  Mo.  . . 

1 

4 

1 

Kinesbnry,  CP  

6 

Kroll,  Mrs.  E.  M.  J   

Krug,  Mrs.  Henry,  Jr    

St.  Joseph,  Mo 

782 

St.  .Joseph,  Mo. . . . 

36 

3 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo  — 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Albany,  N.  Y  

1 

Ohio  State  Library  

Columbus,  0  

1 

Chicago,  111  

1 

1 

Peabody  Institute.   

1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo   

1 

2 
1 

1 

Rutt,  C.  L  

1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

1 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Mercantile  Library   

1 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Public Libi-ary  

1 

I 
1 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Free  Public  Librarv  

2 
1 

Seattle  (Wash.)  Public  Librarv  

1 

1 

Senter,  Miss  L.  C  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

2 

3 

^1 

Taylor,  E.  M  

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1 

Toi-onto  (Ont.)  Public  Librarv  

Trefz,  Eev.  E.  F  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  — 
Wevmouth,  Mass 

1 

Tufts  Librarv  

2 

Washington,  D.  C. . 

.52 

128 

197 

2 

Whittington,  Dr.  W.  L  

St.  Joseph,  Mo  

51 

Wilson,  Svdnev  S  

1 

1 

Wright,  Mrs.  Purd  B  

St.  Joseph,  Mo 

16 

Cochran.  Mrs.  C  F.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  2  Framed  Pictures 
of  Missouri  State  University.  Columbia,  Mo. 
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OF  THE 
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OF 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


rrc^sidciil   , 

sidiMit  

Sccrctnry  niid  Trcnsiii cr. 


 Jolin  DcCHuo 

.  Rev.  J.  L.  Lawless 
.Clhnrlos  A.  Pfeiffer 


DiuPxrroKs. 


Torin  Expiri's  ISIKS. 
W.  H.  Morlock 
J.  W.  Atwill 
Dr.  Barton  Pitts 


Tci'iii  Expires  1S;>1 
II.  K.  Wliit(> 
Clias.  A.  Pfcilfer  • 
Ivcv.  J.  L.  Lawless 


Term  Exi)ires  1;)00 
.loliii  DeClue 
L.  M.  Smith 
James  A.  McEvov 


COMMITTEES. 


LIBRARY— Atwill,  Lawless,  Wliite. 
ADMINISTRATION— Pitts.  Atwill,  D(>Cliie. 
BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS- Pfeifter,  Morlock.  Lawless. 
FINANCE— Morlock,  Pfeiffer,  Smith. 
BY-LAWS— White,  Morlock,  McEvoy. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 


Piird  B.  Wrijiht  Librarian 

Lulu  C.  Senter  Assistant  Librarian 


ASSISTANTS. 


Annie  M.  Perry,  Cornelia  L.  Rathbnn. 
noil,  ttPhidora  Martin,  tMiranda 
*R("si.uiuMl  .Tnly  20.  1807. 
tResio-ned  Feb.  24.  1808. 


*Er!e  II.  Merriman.  tStella  M.  Bush- 
Olds.   .Tolin  Norton,  Messeno^er. 

ttAppointed  .July  20,  1897. 
JAppointed  Feb.  24,  1898. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Maijiff  (111(1  Comnion  Council  of  the  City  of  tSt.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  Pursuant  to  llic  riHiiiireiiu'iits  of  law,  I  herewith  present 
the  Eighth  Annual  Keport  ot  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,1898. 

Despite  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  money  to  be  expended  for  the  library, 
the  year  past  luis  v.ituessed  the  largest  growth  in  its  history.  While  the 
circulation  was  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  it  is  still  very  large  for  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library.  Tl  e  expense  for  circulation  showed  a 
decrease  of  three-tenths  of  one  cent  per  volume,  which  is  gratifying  in 
the  extreme. 

Realizing  the  need  of  securing  more  money  for  the  library  in  order  that 
the  number  of  books  might  the  more  rapidly  be  increased,  thus  decreasing 
the  expense  incident  to  constant  use  of  few  volumes,  it  was  decided  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  submit  the  question  to  the  voters  of  increasing  the 
proportion  of  taxes  allotted  the  library  from  three-tenths  to  live-tenths  of 
of  a  mill.  But  $i8,4()  was  expended  in  placing  the  matter  before  the  people. 
The  newspaers  of  the  city,  with  a  most  pleasing  unanimity,  supported  the 
proposition,  publislilng  many  columns  in  its  favor.  Of  4,474  votes  cast  on 
the  proposition,  :^,r)8.')  wwre  for  and  only  891  against.  Under  the  law,  it  is 
necessary  to  secure  a  ma.1ority  of  all  voters  voting  at  the  election.  There 
being  T.S'.il)  votes  polled,  the  proposition  failed  by  only  3(J2  votes.  The  hard 
political  light  in  progress,  together  with  the  fact  that  a  new  form  of  ticket 
was  used  for  the  first  time  which  i-e(iuired  no  scratching  from  the  "straight 
ticket"  voter,  militated  against  the  lil)rary.  In  precincts  where  the  library 
had  representatives  to  remind  people  to  vote  on  the  library  i)roposition,  it 
carried  largel3\  The  Board  had  no  money  to  emitloy  persons  to  remain  near 
all  the  polling  booths,  and  the  voters  siiiii»ly  torgol  to  V(»te  on  the  iiie.-isui'e. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Lil)i'ary  will  liave  about  tlie  same  amount  of 
money  as  it  had  last  year,  tlu^  city  ali-eady  having  made  a  library  api)ortion- 
ment  of  $7,200. 

A  summary  of  the  reports  following  shows  that  th(^  libiary  contains 
14,859  volumes,  a  net  gain  during  the  year  of  1,094.  Circulation  for  the 
year,  110,030.    Number  of  card-holders,  4,352, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J  NO.  DeCLUE. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1898,  rresideiit. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Hoitrd  of  JUrcclor.s  of  th<;  Free  Public  lAlnary: 

(;kntij-;mkn:  1  lu'rcwith  submit  ;i  dctnilcd  rcixirt  of  the  finaiicinl  o]K'ra- 
lious  of        Hoai-d  for  the  liscal  year  ciKlin^  A])i'il  11),  1<S!).S: 

SPECIAL  UEVKXI'E  ACCOFXT— KECKIPTS-SCHEDULE  A. 

Juno      S.    RtMx.'ivcHl  from  I'nr,l  Tl    \v;.;oi,t.  librarian  $  30  00 

June     14.    Received  from  !'!             , n^li^  librai-ian   15  00 

July     l(i    Received  irom  i'ui-      .        -lit,  librarian   30  0.) 

Aug.     13.   Received  :  .       Pr          Wright,  lil>rarijin   30  00 

Sept.     14.    lU-vT-ivorl  ;    m  I'         '.  v'ric'.hi .  librarian   25  00 

Oct-.      15.    ].,:.;         I  IM                          ilM-arian   30  00 

Nov.     15.    K    .                .  I'UK.                     iil)nirian   30  00 

Dec.      15.    R('<^                >  Purd  P.                lil)rai-ian   25  00 

18UN. 

Jan.      14.    Received  from  Purd  B.  Wrij^iit,  lil)rarian   30  00 

Feb.      10.    Received  from  Purd  P..  Wrijijlit.  librarian   30  00 

:\Jar.     15.    Received  from  Purd  P..  Wrig^lit.  lil)rarian   25  00 

Apr.      14.    Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   25  00 


$325  00 

DISBURSEMENTS— SCHEDULE  B. 

1807. 

June     8.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer  .$  30  00 

June    14.  Deposited  Avith  City  Treasurer   15  00 

July     10.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Aug.    13.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Sept.    14.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   25  00 

Oct.     15.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Nov.    15.  Deposited  Avith  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Dec.     15.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   25  00 

1808. 

Jan.     14.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Feb.     10.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   30  00 

Mar,    15.  Deposited  with  City  Treasurer   25  00 


$300  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer   25  00 


$325  00 


Ri:P()irr  or  /'A'/;/;  ri  jtLic  UHhwin 


GENEIiAI.   UEA'EM  E    A('(;(  )T'NT- IiE( 'EIPTS— SCHEI )rLE 

Balance  in  hands  city  treasurer  May  1.  ISDT   .$2.">() 

Receipts  from  collections  upon  an  apportionment  made  l)y 
the  Common  Council  of  .$7, .">()().  and  placed  to  the  credit 


of  the  Eree  Ptiblic  Library: 
1897. 

May,      Collections  $3,885  00 

June       Collections   414  72 

July.      Collections   354  82 

Auff.       Collections   5r)3  02 

Sept.      Collections   .38i)  47 

Oct.        Collections   371)  27 

Nov.       Collections   442  05 

Dec.       Collections..   1.58  88 

1808. 

Jan.       Collections   185  25 

Feb.       Collections   24(>  .52 

March.   Collections   143  74 

Apr.      Collections.    (No  report  from  c()mi)trollt>r  

$7,158  77 

^gg-  DISBUKSEMEXTS-SCHEDULE  D. 

May,  Vouchers  .^f  .5.32  08 

Juno,  Vouchers   30(;  1(5 

July,  Vouchers   703  21' 

Auj?.  Vouchers   454  05 

Sept.  VouclKM's   ()8(>  00 

Oct.  Vouchers   (>08  00 

Nov.  Vouchers   820  21 

Doc.  Vouchers   015  40 

1808. 

Jan.  Vouchers   023  07 

Fob.  Vouchers   733  41 

March,  Vouchors   523  74 

Apr.  Vouchers   0.53  35 


.$7,020  0.3 

( i  EXE  K  A  L  UE  VEX  TIE  A  (XX)  T '  XT-ItE(  'API  T 1 T  L  AT  I(  )X-S(  ^  II E ! )  E  L  E 
BECEIE^rS. 

Balance  with  city  treasurer  May  1.  1S07  $  2.50  ,3<; 

Collections  as  per  schoduh^  C   7,1.58  77 

Deposits  with  city  treasurer,  as  per  schedule  B   300  00 

In  hands  of  treasurer,  ('has.  A.  Tfeiffer   25  00 


0 


inj'oiri  OA  /•/,'/;/;  I'l  nijc  ijnir\h') 


loxi'ioNDrrruKs. 

N'oirclicrs  ms  per  scliiNlHlr  I)  .$7.(!2;)  JK'> 

Aiiioiiiil   wil  lidrn  w'M  Iroiii   Lihi'jir.v  r'uiid  l>.v  Council  mikI 

not  r«'i»l;u'('(l    oo 


$7,05;)  1)3 

*Bnl,'nu'('  on  hand   74  20 


$7,7J',4  VA 

=Mn  linnds  of  cil.v  f i-oMsui'cr  if     4!)  20 

In  h.-inds  of  hoard  treasurer   25  00 


S(JI1EI)ULE  F.  ^ 

I'L\i)laiiMtion  ot  discrepancy  bet  ween  city  t  !-easnrei-'s  Italanee  and  l)alanc(? 
sliown  by  (Mias.  A.  rfeilTer,  treasur(  r.  on  May  1.  is:)7: 
liahance  on  hand,   as  per  city  treasurei-'s   report,  April 

15,   lSi>7  -i;   71J7  00 

I)e]n)sited  witli  city  tri'asurer,  fi-oni  S;>e(  ial  I-'und.  April 

22.   1S07   :i8  00 


$   S80  00 

I'aid  by  city  treasurer,  voncliers,  April  22.  1S07   o70  (54 


Balance  on  Imn.d  as  per  Chas.  A.  PfeiiTer's  report.... if   250  3(; 


1  he  city  of  St.  Josepi!  showed  a  balance  of  it;707.00  in  our  favor  at  the 
el()S(^  of  the  city  tiseal  year.  April  15.  1S07. 

We  closed  our  accounts  on  the  1st  day  of  May.  IS'.iT:  betvreen  these  dates 
we  deposited  ,f3f?.()0  with' the  city  treasurer  and  issued  vf)uchers  on  that 
officer  for  $579.04,  thus  sliowinj^-  a,  balance  on  our  books  in  our  favor  of 
$250.30. 

SCHEDULE  G. 

Explanation  of  discrepancy  of  amount  to  be  cf)llected  and  credited  to  Free 
Public  Library  and  amount  actually  placed  to  its  credit: 


Amount  apportioned   $7,500  00 

Amount  collected   4l   7,158  77 

Amount  collected  in  April  not  reported. 

Amount  uncollected  $  341  23 

From    the   abov(»   sum   collected,    the   Common  Council 
transferred  out  of  the  Free  Public  Library  account 

the  sum  oi  $  250  00 

And  returned  only  the  sum  of   220  00 


ShoAvlng  the  shortage  exhibited  in  schedule  E  of....$    30  00 
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EXHIBIT  FROM  CITY  COMPTKOLLEK  MAIiCII  31,1898-SCHEDULE  H. 


Balance  April  15.  181)7  if;   797  (K) 

Trans,    added   220  00 

Collectiuns    7,158  77 

From  library   33  00 

From  Library   300  00 


$8,508  77 

Paid   $7,250  22 

Trans,  deducted   250  00 

Balance    1,002  55 


$8,508  77 
$7,870  03 
250  01) 
388  74 

$8,508  77 

TREASURER  CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER'8  ACCOUNT.  SAME  DATE. 


Balance'  m\  hand  May  15.  1807  $   250  3(5 

Colli clions  by  city   7,158  77 

Deposit  with  city  treasurer   300  00 


.$7,700  13 

I'aid  out,  vouchers  $(;,(;7(;  58 

Balance    1,032  55 


$7,70!)  13 

Above  account  calls  for  a  balance  to  our  credit  \\'\\\\  the  Ciiy  of  St.  .losc^ph 
Qf  $1,032.55,  while  the  coniptrollei-'s  statement  shows  a  l)alance  in  our  favor 
of  $1,002.55,  the  difference  of  $3().(i(>  beiii-  acconnted  foi-  by  tlie  city  havint;- 
borrowed  $250.00  from  tlie  Lil)rary  Fund  and  rcturniii-  hut  $22().(MI. 

As  shown  b.v  Sdirdnlc  <',  no  i-ci»ort  of  collections  in  ta\()i-  ol  tlic  Free 
Public  Library,  on  account  of  tlie  a ppoi  t  ionment  of  $7,5(i(t.(»(».  Irom  ta.xes 
collected  from  April  1  to  11),  1808,  the  close  of  the  city's  fiscal  .veai',  was  made. 

A(rcordinj^  to  a  statement  made  to  your  treasurer  by  the  compl rolhM-'s 
office,  this  an<l  all  other  collections  were,  by  action  of  the  Common  Council, 
transferred  to  the  watei-  service  fund,  as  well  as  all  rr'Uiaiinn.i;-  balances, 
amonj;  tlK'Ui  the  balance  to  tlie  credit  of  the  Vvvv  Pul>lic  Library.  Wr  cons(»- 
(luently  lose: 

Amount  boi-rowed  by  the  Council  and  not  i-eplaced.  Schedule  10  $:>()  0I> 

l^alance  due  us  on  account  of  collection   4'>  2i» 

$70  20 


Appropriated 
Transferred 
Available  .  . 
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Which  Miiiouiit  I  would  rcroniiiiciKl  he  .-iskcd  Iroiii  the  new  city  adniiiiis- 
ti'.-Hioii,  ;is  iiKtiicy  w  I'oii.uly  (jikcii  l  ioiii  oiir  fund  jiiid  ohlniiicd  without  oui" 
consent. 

]{('Si)i'^-l  fully  submit  ted. 

CI  IAS.  A.  I'FEIFFKU. 
M.'iy  1.  ISDS.  Trc;! surer. 

sTATioor  Missorui.  I 

COT  NTY  OV  l{r(  IIAXAN.  \ 

r>('li!r(>  nie,  J.  ('.  Iledenher.u',  a  notary  i)ublic  in  and  for  the  county  afor-'- 
said,  personally  ai)i)cai'ed  Charles  A.  IMeifter,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  tlu^  I''r(M>  I*ul>iic  Library  of  the  ('ity  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
made  oatli  tliat  tlie  facts  and  fi.iiures  above  set  forth  are  correct  to  tlie  l>est 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Jiven  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  12th  day  of  May,  ISIW. 

[SEAL.]  J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  I'ublic. 

]My  commission  expires  Nov.  13,  11H)1. 

>,'()ri:  ()n  tlie  loth  inst.  I  was  furnislied  a  statement  fi-r)m  the  othce  of 
the  city  comi)troller  to  the  effect  that  tlie  TJl>rary  pi-o])()rtion  of  the  city  taxes 
collected  from  April  1  to  lit.  had  it  been  ap])ortioned.  would  have  amounted 
to  .*j^l7(*...S7,  making-  a  total  of  $200. .17  si  ill  due  lo  the  I.ibrai-y  fund  on  the 
apportionment  for  the  tiscal  year  181)7-!)8. 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFEK, 
May  11,  ISIKS.  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Direr  f,.r.^  c  f  the  Free  Ptihllc  Lihrari/.  Kl.  Jai^rph,  ^[(). 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  presi'iired  tlie  EijLilirli  Annual  Ki'purl:  ol'  thy 
librarian,  being  my  second. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous  one  for  the  library. 
The  circulation  shows  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year; 
a  larger  number  of  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  the  institution  generally  is  in  good  working  order,  the 
books  being  in  better  physical  condition  than  twelve  months  ago. 

INVENTORY  RESULTS. 

An  inventory  of  tlie  library  has  just  l)e('U  taken,  being  th(>  ilrst  th  )r.)iigh 
one  in  several  years.  It  shows  that  during  the  eight  years  of  the  library's 
existence  78  volumes  are  unaccounted  for.  Of  this  number,  44  have  l)een 
taken  from  the  reference  room,  over  which  there  has  never  been  anything 
but  a  passing  surveillance.  Of  tije  remainder  missing,  it  is  believed  that 
a  considerable  proportion  will  eventually  be  located. 

VOLUMES  IN  LIBRARY. 

By  an  accurate  count  from  the  corrected  shelf  lists  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  lil)rary  contains  14.S."')<)  volumes.  '2J)iV2  of  Avliich  were  addml  during 
the  year,  as  follows:  I)onatif)ns,  classilied,  7(;;  periodicals,  bound,  ISS;  U.  S. 
Government  books,  283;  purchases,  2,01)5.  Withdrawals  for  the  same  period 
■were  808,  of  wdiich  841  were  worn  out,  17  lost  and  paid  for,  10  missing.  The 
jaet  gain  for  the  year  was  1.(;!t4  volumes.  Of  tlie  14.8.5!)  volunies  in  tlie 
library,  11,113  are  in  the  circulating  (le])a rtnicnt .  l.;'.S7  in  tiic  reference 
department,  902  being  Toole  i)ei'i()dicals;  and  2.:>5'.)  in  tlie  U.  S.  (Jovernment 
department. 

Accessions  and  withdrawals  ai'e  classified  as  follows: 


Assos- 

Witli- 

Net 

sions 

(IrawaLs 

(Jain 

  3 

1 

Philosophy   

  10 

10 

  ()5 

05 

  70 

1 

()9 

Philology   

  (» 

(•> 

3 

48 

3!> 

1 

:\s 

25 

  130 

11 

125 

  182 

8 

174 

3 
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As-osi-  With-  Net 
!si(,n8   drawHis  Gain 

Ti-nvcl                                                                                     89  0  83 

Hi()^r;il)hy                                                                              l.'iO  4  120 

Kioiiiid  lUM^nxiiics.  rcl crciicc                                                  171  7  104 

Koiiiid  ni.'i.ujizincs,  cii-ciilat iiij;-                                                17  1)  S 

Other  rcrcrcnce  works                                                           98  2  ():; 

(ieriiuni                                                              2(;  r.i  i;j 

Fiction                                                                              1.1()1  S02  :;.7.) 

( Jovcriimcnt  Deposits                                                           2S.'5  ...  2S.*> 

Total                                                                             2.r)(;2  8G8  1,094 

FINANCIAL. 

KxixMiditiiros  for  tlie  yonv  were  as  follows,  salaries  and  rent,  owing  to 

a  clianji-e  in  the  l)y-lnws  luakinu'  the  library  financial  year  close  with  that  of 
tile  city,  are  foi'  bnt  eleven  and  one-lialf  months: 

Salaries   $3,437  98 

Kent                                                                                             409  40 

Trintinii-  and  Stationery                                                        124  75 

Postage                                                                                      18  00 

Heat                                                                                     103  24 

Insurance                                                                                90  00 

Kepairs                                                                                     9  (JO 

Furniture                                                                               181  85 

Binding                                                                                 021  29 

Periodicals                                                                             3()1  17 

Books  r               1.9()3  05 

Janitor                                                                                  240  00 

Miscellaneous                                                                         129  00  .$7,029  93 


ij B I Lv u^-  ( ' ( ) L L i: ( " T i( ) X s— K l: ( •  I-: I i ' T S. 

Balance  in  librarian's  hands  May  1.  1S97  $  14  58 

Fines   309  24 

Catalogues    01  35 

Miscellaneous    92  43  $  477  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Deposited  with  treasurer  $  325  00 

*Incidental  Expenses   145  21 

Balance  forward   7  39  $  477  00 


♦The  incidental  expense  account  includes  all  postage  of  the  library  (other 
than  printed  postal  cardsi,  freight  and  cartage  on  books,  delivery  station 
expenses,  the  purchase  of  ink.  pens,  pencils,  and  like  small  supplies. 
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BOKKOAVEKS. 

The  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force  is  4.:>r>2.  a  siiiaii  iiicicasc  over 
last  year.  Cards  expire  every  two  years,  and  tlie  luinibcr  .uivcii  is  found 
by  deducting  from  the  total  re.uistration  all  cards  (>xi)irii>g,  to.ue.lu  r  wiih 
cancellations  for  any  cause,  such  as  removal  of  holder  or  guarantor  from 
city,  failure  to  pay  large  tines,  etc. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  was  IIC.O.HO.  a  decrease  of 
4,823  as  compared  with  the  year  before,  but  an  iucre;!st'  of  i').i)7)~  i>\rv  that  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  1890.  The  total  issue,  including  reference  issues,  was 
117483,  volumes  issued  from  the  circulating  department  for  use  in  the  refer- 
ence room  showing  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.  Xj  record  is  icept  of  use  of 
reference  books. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  percentage  of  circulation  of  the  different 
classes  of  books.  Fiction  shows  a  slight  faUing  off.  wliile  a  corresponding 
gain  is  noted  in  natural  science,  useful  arts,  literature,  travel  and  periodicals. 

Business  depressions  result  in  an  increased  use  of  the  library,  while 
general  activity  results  otherwise.  In  periods  of  commercial  (luiet  a  large 
number  of  the  unemployed  naturally  have  more  time  for  reading,  and  are 
liberal  patrons  of  the  free  library.  A  return  to  normal  conditions  finds  little 
idle  time  on  their  hands,  preventing  the  giving  of  so  much  attention  to  books. 
An  investigation  among  card-holders  in  three  of  our  largest  factories  devel- 
oped the  fact  that  in  1800-7  hundreds  of  employes  worked  short  liours.  while 
during  the  past  nine  months  they  have  worked  full  time  or  over  time,  'i'he 
general  interest  in  the  war  and  the  incidents  leading  thereto  has  caused 
many  people  to  become  more  general  newspape"  readers.  Ilius  affecting  iho, 
circulation  of  library  books.  Over  one-half  of  the  d(>cr(ase  in  the  nund)er 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  during  the  year  occurred  during  the  last  two 
months. 

The  average  number  of  books  issued  to  each  card-holder  during  the  year 
closing  April  30,  1897,  was  a  fraction  under  28,  while  during  llie  y(>ai-  just 
closed  it  was  but  20.().  The  library  was  oiuui  to  the  pul)lic  d.iys.  one  day 
less  than  the  year  preceding.  The  nund)er  of  volumes  issued  is  (Miuivalent 
to  about  1.75  to  each  inhabitant. 

Figuring  the  entire  expense  of  the  library  (including  books  purchas(Ml  and 
expenditures  of  every  kind),  against  circulation,  which  does  not  lake  inio 
account  use  of  reference  room  books  or  ixM-iodicals  in  tlie  reading  room,  tlu' 
cost  per  volume  issued  was  0.5  cents,  a  decrease  of  ..'»  cent  i)er  volume.  In 
view  of  the  large  expenditures  for  books,  ])eriodicals  and  fui-niture,  this  is 
gratifying. 

The  strenuous  efforts  in  the  past  to  improve  tlie  (piality  of  fiction  read 
continues,  and  with  i>leasing  results.  This  is  iieli)ed  in  a  measure  by  a 
discontinuance  of  the  purchase  of  many  lower  grade  worlss.  th(\v  not  biMng 
rejdaced  when  worn  out.    This  work  of  weeding  out  is  in  constant  proc(  ss. 
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Mild  renders  :ire  perlorce  ^r.-idiinlly  led  to  belter  llli^^^s.  The  policy  pursued, 
1  mil  ple.-ised  to  sny.  Iijis  met  with  the  lienrt.v  eiieourageiue'it  of  the  book 
eoiimiit  tee  and  the  eii(h)rseiiieiit  ol  the  l)o:ird. 

liEFIOUKXCE  AM)  lilOA  1  )1  .\( J  ROOMS. 

The  ^rently  inerensed  use  of  the  rerereiice  and  rending  rooms  is  more 
than  phasiiii;-,  the  hir.^er  mmiher  oC  jieoph',  yoniij;-  and  ohl,  coming  to  the 
loriiKM-  DecessitatiKg  the  phicing  of  an  extra  table  and  additional  chairs 
therein.  A  rearrangement  of  the  stacks  was  also  found  necessary.  The  only 
discouraging  featun^  is  tlie  continued  loss  of  books.  However,  fewer  have 
disappeai-ed  lliis  year  tliaii  usual,  the  result  of  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
by  the  (Common  Coun(  il  providing  a  heavy  penalty  for  injuring  or  taking 
away  without  permission,  any  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  of  the  library.  Othin* 
plans  are  in  hand  for  ])reventing  this  loss  of  books  and  it  is  hoped  that  in 
llie  future  ihis  s(.iirce  of  an uoya iic(>  and  expense  will  be  reduced  to  a 
liiiuiiiiuiii. 

?vIore  (  liairs  were  re(iuired  and  provid(Ml  for  the  reading  rooms  as  a  result 
of  the  increased  use.  the  newspapers  provided  l)y  the  Gazette  and  Herald 
Publishing  companies,  together  with  tlie  periodicals  purchased,  being  the 
attniction. 

{SCHOOL  LIBKAKIES. 

The  work  with  the  schools  is  progressing  favoraltly  in  all  ways,  limited 
only  by  the  means  at  command.  In  addition  to  the  i)laciiig  of  boxes  of 
selected  liooks  in  suburban  schools,  the  shelves  have  been  open  to  the 
teachers  on  all  occasions  practicabh\  Special  r^^^ading  lists  are  also  kept 
up  for  the  assistance  of  pupils  in  the  high  schools,  including  the  history 
and  literature  classes,  and  they  prove  not  only  helpful  to  the  young  people 
but  of  great  assistance  to  the  desk  attend;ints.  In  This  c;)nnection.  I  would 
recommend  that  the  rules  permitting  two  books  to  be  issued  on  one  card  to 
persons  18  years  old  or  over  be  amended,  so  that  pupils  in  the  high  schools, 
with  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  may  secure  two  books,  an 
extra  card  to  be  issued  to  them  as  a  school,  non-liction  card.  Had  the 
library  a  sufficient  number  of  volunu  s,  I  would  recommend  the  entire  abol- 
ishment of  the  age  restriction. 

DELIVEKY  STATIONS. 

The  delivery  stations  established  the  first  of  the  year,  on  my  recommen- 
dation, have  fully  demonstrated  their  need.  These  stations  are  located  in  the 
extreme  northern,  eastern  and  southern  portions  of  the  city.  Station  No. 
1  is  in  the  Elfred  Pharmacy.  2824  St.  Jose^ph  avenue  (Walker's  addition), 
Frank  S.  Elfred,  proprietor.  Station  No.  2  is  in  Wyatt  Park  Pharmacy,  2013 
Lafayette  street  iWyatt  Parki.  Jacob  :m.  Kock.  manager,  keeper.  Station 
No.  :;  is  in  Feltenstein's  Pharmacy.  (%immercial  street  (South  Park),  Dr.  D. 
W.  Feltenstein.  proprietor.    Stations  1  and  2  are  in  branch  postoffices,  and 
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3  directly  opposite  one,  Tlie  gentlemen  named  liaA^e  not  only  given  their 
services  free  in  caring  for  the  boolvs.  bnt  have  shown  great  interest  in  the 
library  work.  Mr.  W.  T.  VanBrunt.  manager  of  the  street  railway  company, 
has  given  all  the  assistance  possible,  collecting  and  delivering  the  boxes  of 
books  by  railway  employes  at  a  very  small  cost  to  the  library.  Deliveries 
and  collections  are  made  twice  each  week,  books  being  brought  to  the 
lilnary  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings  and  returned  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
(lays.  On  the  first  delivery  there  were  but  eight  books;  the  second,  eighteen; 
third,  thirty-seven;  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  about  sixty.  The  total 
numl)er  delivered  to  date  through  the  stations  is  1,G40.  This  number  would 
have  been  larger  but  for  the  fact  that  the  stations  are  located  in  the  same 
neighborhoods  as  are  the  school  boxes.  The  cost,  outside  the  making  of  the 
l)oxes.  has  been  $10.50.  Arrangements  have  just  been  made  for  establishing 
a  delivery  station  in  the  rooms  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
workers  among  young  women.  This  station  will  entail  no  expense  bej'ond 
l)roviding  the  delivery  box. 

There  is  a  pressing  necessity  for  at  least  one  other  station,  on  South  Sixth 
street.  Applications  have  also  come  in  from  Frederick  avenue  and  South 
Eleventh  street  for  the  privilege  of  keeping  the  stations  when  established  in 
those  localities. 

APPLICATION  BOXES. 

To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  reaching  people  who  for  any  reason  were 
diffident  about  coming  to  the  library  and  asking  for  application  blanks,  a 
r.eat,  inexpensive  hanging  box,  made  of  straw  board,  was  devised,  upon 
which  was  printed  the  following: 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Tenth  and  Sylvanie  Sts. 


BOOKS  LOANED  FREE. 


Take  one  of  these  applications,  fill  it  out, 
have  some  real  estate  owner  sig-ri  as  your  guar- 
antor, then  bring-  it  to  the  library  and  books 
will  be  loaned  you  without  charge. 

Library  open  from  8:30  a.  m.,  to  9  p.  m. 


These  boxes,  filled  with  blank  applications,  have  been  placed  in  the 
larger  factories,  shops  and  stores,  and  the  result  has  proven  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. As  soon  as  the  spring  examinations  in  the  schools  are  passed,  a 
box  will  be  placed  in  each  school,  in  charge  of  the  princii)al,  and  talks  will 
be  made  to  the  pupils,  explaining  the  library  use.  and  it  is  hoped  in  this  way 
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(()  ^('t  ji,  suincioiitly  stroll.^  liold  on  the  young  folks  duriiij^-  the  vMcilioii  ixthxI 
to  rcliiiii  (lu'in  during  llic  school  toi-iii  loi-  li('l])ful  reading. 

JUVKMLIO  liOOM. 

It  is  daily  ItcM-oniing  more  ai)i)a!'('nl  tiial  llic  real  work  of  the  public 
lil»rary  is  with  the  youth  of  the  country.  In  oi-dcr  to  do  this  work  effectualiy, 
('Sjx'cial  attention  must  he  given  it.  \\'<'  are  doing  all  that  is  possible  under 
l)revailing  conditions,  Imt  until  a  Juvenile  room  is  provided,  which  the  little 
l)eoi)le  may  feel  is  their  (»\\n,  and  wiiei-e  tiiey  may  go  to  th(?  books  on  the 
selection  of  bool^s  such  as  may  be  chuscii.  wouhl  result  in  uuiuy  more  young 
])ei)ple  using  the  library,  with  gi-eal  l>eiielil  to  themselves,  and  in  a  slioi't" 
time  the  percentag(^  of  liction  issiMMl  I'l-om  this  library  would  show  a  la"g(' 
decr^^'ase. 

L()(\\L  HISTORY. 

Of  the  si)ecial  work  of  the  librai*y.  attention  has  ])een  given  to  securing! 
everything  possible  relating  to  the  history  of  St.  .loseph.  Buchanan  county 
and  the  Platte  Purchase,  eui])racing  tlie  Northwestern  counties  of  the  state. 
A  number  of  volumes  have  l)eeu  obtained,  including  interesting  histories  of 
Buchanan,  I*latte,  Nodoway,  Holt  and  At<-hisi)n  counties,  as  well  as  other 
A'aluable  documents.  It  is  hoped  in  time  to  make  this  featu'-e  of  value.  This 
library  has  tlie  only  complete  set  of  print( d  city  oidinances  known,  copies 
of  the  first  and  second  volumes  ])rint(Ml  having  lieeii  s(M-ured  only  last  week. 
It  is  pleasant  to  announce  that  of  this  collection,  all  ))ut  one  volume  were 
presented  to  the  library. 

BOOK  RENEWALS  BY  TELEPHONE. 

A  departure  which  has  seemed  to  please  the  patrims  of  the  lil)rary  was 
instituted  last  fall,  it  being  the  privilege  of  renewing  books  l)y  telephone 
or  postal  card.  The  telephone  has  been  used  largely,  and  the  plan  lias  given 
great  satisfaction.  It  causes  little  or  no  more  work  on  the  part  of  the  attend- 
ants than  would  be  entailed  were  the  books  or  cards  brought  to  tlie  li1)rary. 
The  patrons,  however,  are  saved  the  walk  up  the  hill.  In  renewing  books  by 
telephone,  it  is  required  that  the  applicant  give  name,  number  of  card, 
number  of  book,  and  dat(^  issued.  These  are  penciled  on  renewal  slip  blanks, 
printed  on  yellow  paper,  which  are  strapped  to  the  book  slip.  These  are  then 
placed  in  the  slip  box.  counted  the  next  morning  and  placed  back  in  the  slip 
tray  under  the  date  originally  issued.  There  is  no  trouble  in  locating  them, 
and  the  yelloAv  slip  prevents  them  going  on  the  fine  list. 

LIBRARY  NOTES. 

Work  at  the  delivery  desk  has  been  simplitied  by  adopting  the  one-slip 
system.   Work  is  thus  facilitated,  and  fewer  charging  errors  occur. 
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A  cliange  in  the  rules  regarding  magazines,  these  now  being  issued  for 
four  instead  of  seven  days,  accounts  for  the  increase  of  circulation  noted  in 
this  department. 

The  locating  of  a  "ne^y  book"  shelf  in  close  proximity  to  the  delivery 
desk,  on  which  all  new  titles  are  placed,  has  been  appreciated  by  the  patrons, 
as  they  may  readily  see  what  new  books  are  in  at  any  time. 

During  the  year  all  the  books  in  the  circulating  department  have  been 
re-labeled,  in  a  uniform  manner,  the  appearance  of  the  library  being  thereby 
materially  improved. 

Four  bulletins,  two  of  four,  one  of  six  and  one  of  eight  pages,  containing 
titles  of  new  books,  classified,  were  issued,  the  type  being  furnished,  as 
reported  last  year,  by  the  kindness  of  the  Herald  and  Gazette  Publishing 
Companies,  after  the  lists  had  l)een  published  in  their  daily  newspapers. 

An  effort  was  made  to  classify  the  (German  books,  but,  owing  to  changes 
in  the  staff,  this  work  was  retarded,  about  one-half  only  l)i'ing  accomplished. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  this  summer  will  witness  its  completion. 

Government  books  were  rearranged  and  are  now  easily  accessible,  some 
of  them  proving  of  great  value.  The  set  of  Congressional  Records  is  practi- 
cally complete.  14.")  volumes  being  secured  during  the  year. 

Volumes  withdrawn,  which  were  in  lit  condition,  were  placed  in  the 
fire  department  of  the  city,  county  jail,  poor  farm  and  city  workhouse.  A 
number  of  magazines,  etc.,  have  also  been  placed  in  the  rooms  of  the  police 
matron. 

Of  the  1,550  volumes  sent  to  the  bindery,  1,8.S(;  were  for  rebinding,  170 
being  magazines.  In  addition  to  this,  a  large  number  of  volumes  were 
repaired  in  the  library,  several  hundred  being  provided  with  leather  ])acks. 
thus  greatly  prolonging  their  lives. 

Special  lists  were  gotten  out  as  occasion  seemed  to  warrant,  those  of  books 
on  electricity,  Cuba,  Alaska,  and  the  Klondike  country,  being  th(^  most 
important. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Erie  II.  Merriman  and  Miss  Stella  Knshnell,  of  the 
library  staff,  resigned  to  go  to  the  Buft'alo  libi-ary.  tlieir  i>l:ices  being  tilled 
from  the  library  class. 

Following  will  be  found  (1)  classitied  table  of  circulation,  (2)  list  of  pei-iod- 
icals  taken,  and  (8)  donations  other  than  ne\vsi)apers. 

To  the  assistants  in  the  library  are  due  my  sincere  thanks  in  recognition 
of  their  willing  and  hearty  co-operation  in  all  matters  of  library  detail. 

For  the  cordial  endorsement  and  support  of  any  plans  proposed  for  the 
improvement  of  the  library  or  its  work,  for  their  universal  kindness  and 
interest,  the  members  of  the  board  of  directors  have  i)lace(l  me  under  many 
obligations. 

Uespectfully  subnutted, 

ri  Ul)  li.  WKKJIIT. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1S08.  Librarian. 
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STA'rE  OF  MISSOUKI, 
County  ok  lirciiANAX, 


Before  inc,  IJ.  S.  (irjinl  Pcnhody,  a  iiotniy  public  in  and  for  tlie  County 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  I'urd  B.  Wrlj^lit,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  herein  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library  and 
books  added,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
[SEAL.]  U.  S.  (illANT  PEABODY, 

Commission  expires  Feb.  15,  1900.  Notary  Public. 
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A'/;/'o/r/'  OF  /'A'/;/;  ri  iilic  iJiihwin 

{■i)  I.IS  r  OF  1>KRI()I)1CALS  TAKKN. 


QUAUTEKLY. 

1    CyclopMcdic  Review  of  ('iirrcnl 
History. 

MONTHLY. 

1  Aiiun'icnn  Elect ricijui. 

1  AiiHM-icMii  Tcac-luT. 

]  *Aiii('ric;iii  .MiMlic.il  .JoiiniMli  >l . 

1  Art  Aiii;it(iir. 

2  Atlnutic  Monthly. 

2  P>I;i(  kwoods  Magazine. 

1  P>()i)kiiiaii. 

(NMiliiry. 

I  ( 'osiiioixtlilaii. 

1  CuiiilMl  i\  (  Index. 

2  Current  1 .1 1  ei-atnre. 
1  Kclcclic  Ma.unzine. 

1    iMlncational  Review. 

1  Fire  and  Water.  (Gift.) 

2  Fornni. 
Harper-s. 

1  Hai-per's  Rimnd  Table. 

1  Inland  Printer. 

1  Ladies'  Home  .loiirual. 

1  Land  of  Snnsliine.  (Gifl). 

1  Library  Journal. 

'A  Lippincot  r"s. 

1  Litei'ar\-  Xews. 

4  Mc(Mnre-s. 

1  ^Licniillan's. 

1  =^Medieal  Herald. 

1  Missionary     Review     of  the 

World. 
.')  Mnnsey's. 

2  Ni'w  En.^land. 

1  X(H-tli  Aniericai!  Review. 

1  Ontinii'. 

1  Overland. 

2  Popular  Science. 
2  Public  I^ibraries. 

2  lieview  of  Reviews. 

8  Sr.  Xiclielas. 

.")  Seriltner's. 

1  *Vt\uetai-ian. 

1  ^Western  Fruit  Grower. 

SEMI-MONTHLY. 

1  Dial. 

WEEKLY. 

1    American,  ((iift). 

1    Atheneum.  London.  En.iiland. 

1    ^Christian.  Intclli-eni  er. 

1    Christian    Science  Journal. 

((iifti. 
1  Critic. 


1  *Dein()cnir-Lever,  Plattsbur^', 

Mo. 

2  En^ineeriu}^  Record.  (Gift). 
1    Har])er's  Idazar. 

1    Ilaipt  r's  Weekly. 
1    *  Leader,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 
1    Leslie's  Weekly. 
1    Illustrated  American. 
1    *Literstate  Grocer,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

1    ^Journal    of    Commerce,.  St. 

Joseph. 
1    Journal  of  Education. 
1    *L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Go  )d 

Roads. 

1  *Ohio  Merchant,  Cleveland.  O. 
1  Outlook. 

1    Parish  .M(  ssa.iie.  (dift). 
1    Public  Oi)inion. 
1    Pu])lislier"s  Weekly. 
1    Sclio:)l  . Journal. 
1    Scientitic  American. 
1    Scientitic     American  Supple- 
ment. 

1    *Sli<)e  and  Leather  (Jaz -tte.  St. 
Louis. 

1    ='=Tlie  l^i'n(h"i-.  iFl  Comerciaiit?). 

Mexico,  Mcx. 
1    *Traih'  Re  'i  t  i\  Se  it-'le,  V.'a-h 
1    Westei'u  F]e;-ti'ician. 
1    Youth's  Companion. 

DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 

(  Donated  ty  ITcrald  and  Gaz-tte  Pub.  Go's) 

Atlanta  ((ia.i  .Journal. 
Pvaltimore  iMd.i  Xews. 
Brooklyn  iX.  Y.i  Times. 
Buffalo  (X'.  Y.I  E\'eninu-  News. 
CamfH'oii  i^NIo.)  Dailv  Sun. 
Cliica.u')  (111.)  Times-Herald. 
( 'hillicotlie  (Mi)  ( "onsrituti;)!). 
Conurcssion.-il  Record  (Courtesy  of 

Contii-essman  C.  F.  Coclir.m). 
Denver  (Colo.)  Rei)ublican. 
Des  Moines  (la.)  Kegister. 
Des  Moines  (la.)  Capital. 
Detroit  (Mich.)  Journal. 
Freeport  (111.)  Democrnt. 
Hannibal  (M(..)  Journal. 
Jacd^-s  )nvi)le  iFla.i  Tine  s-Unicn. 
Jefferson  Ci^^y  iMo.)  Tribune. 
Kansas  City  iKan.)  Gazette. 
Leaven wortli  iKan. i  Standard. 
T>eaveinvorth  (Kan.)  Times. 
Los  Anii(des  (Cal.)  Express. 
Louisville  (Kv.)  Courier-Journal. 
jL'nneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune. 
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DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 

New  York  Mail  aud  Express. 
Omaha  (Neb.  Bee.  ' 
Ottiinnva  (la.)  Courier. 
Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Ledger. 
Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Times. 
Phoenix  (Ariz.l  liepiibliean. 
San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Bulletin. 
Sedalia  (Mo.i  Capital. 
Sedalia  iMo.i  Democrat. 
Spriniilield  (Mass.)  Ii(^pnblican 
St.    Joseph    (Mo)    Herald.  (Ilerall 

Pnb.  Co.) 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  News.    (News  l*u'). 

Co.) 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  V()lks])iatt.  (Pni  s  ) 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Live  Stock  Ji)ur- 

nal.  (Pnbs.) 
St.  Lonis  (Mo.i  Chronicle. 
St.  Lonis  (Mo.)  (^lobe-Democrat. 
St.  Lonis  (Mo.)  Iie])nblic. 
Toledo  (O.)  Blade. 
Washing-ton  (I).  C.i  I'ost. 
West  Superior  (Wis.)  Ledger. 

LIST  OF  MEDICAL  .lOX  RNALS. 

Donated  by  the  St.  Jms  pli  Aca  '.emy 
of  Me<licine. 

Alienist  and  Neurologist. 

American  Medical  lieview. 

AnuM-ican  Medi-o-Sni-gical  Bidleiin 

Annals  of  Surgery. 

Archives  of  Pediatrics. 

Buffalo  Medical  and  Snrgicil  Jour- 
nal. 


Bulletin  of  the  Americ  an  At  adem 

of  Medicine. 
Chicago  Medical  Recorder. 
Denver  Medical  Times. 
International  Journal  of  Sur.;ery. 
Iowa,  Medical  Journal. 
Journal  of  the  Am-ric m   Is.'edic  ,! 

Association. 
Journal    of    Nervor.s    and  Menal 

Diseases. 
Kansas  City  :Med'cai  Tnrie?c. 
Kansas  City  >Jcdical  Record. 
Kailsas  Medic  il  Jourral. 
La ngsdale's  La ncet. 
Matthews'  :\[e(lical  Quarterly. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
Medical  Bulletin. 
M  (Ml  i  c  a  1  Fortnightly. 
Medical  Mirror. 
Medical  News. 
Medical  Record. 
Medical  Review. 
Medicine. 

New  York  ?<re(lic:il  Joorral. 

New  York  Polyclinic. 

North  American  Practitione.*. 

Occidental  Medical  Times. 

Omaha  Clinic. 

Pacific  Medical  Review. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Intdu-iety. 

St.    Louis    Medical    and  Surgical 

Journal. 
Sanitarian. 

T^niversity  ^h'dical  Magazimv 
Virginia  Medical  INfcintlily. 
AVeir's  Index  tn  tlic  Medicd  Press 
Western  Medical  Review. 
Yale  .Medical  .lonrnal. 
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lii'iroirr  OF  /'A7;a;  pi  iilic 

(:}) -DONATIONS. 


raid ) . 


,\ ,  (Joiiii. 


ph,  Mo. 


cpli,  Mo 


Anoiiyinou.s  

.\rin()iir  Inst  itute,  Cli ic,it,'().  111. 
Heck,  Jo.s.-pli  M.,  i'hil.Mlrlpliia,  Pa  . 
Bendor,  .lotin  (".,  St.  Joscpli,  Mo.  . 
mttiMKcr,  .lohii  L.,  St.  loM.pli,  Mo 

Hittin^^cr,  Mrs.  .loliii  L.,  St.  .(oscpli,  Mo.  (Filc.s  Daily  H(m 
Hoston  IJook  Co  ,  l!..^t<.n,  M.iss 
liostoii  (  M:ls^.  )  I 
Hroii.soii  Lil)i;n\ 
15rookl.M.  (N.  V. 
Hrowiic,  Iv  ( S 
HulTalo  (N.  \.)  I 
Hullard,  Kcv.  limiy  S.,  S 
Burton,  James,  St.  .loscpl 

Carneffie  Library,  I'ittshiiit^li,  I'a  

Carpenter's  Coinpaiiy,  I'liiladolphia,  I'a  

Cleveland  (0.1  IJoard  of  Ivlucatioi.  

Cocluiia,  Hon.  (  \  F.,  Washington  D.  C  

Common  Council,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Counc  1  BlutTs  (la.)  Free  Public  Library  

Denver  (Colo.)  City  Library  

Detroit  (Mich.)  Public  Library  

Evaaston  (111.)  Free  Public  Library  

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass  

Girard,  Stephen,  Statue  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Glovcrsville  (N.  Y. )  Free  Library  

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library  

Hartfoi'd  (Conn.)  Public  Library  

Herald  Pnblishinf,'  Co.,  St.  Josep'i,  Mo  

Hopkins,  Rev.  John,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Hudson-Kim berly  Publishing  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  Free  Public  Library  

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library  

Joseph  Lodge,  No.  73,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  .  . 

Journal  of  Commerce,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Kane,  P.  P.,  Chief  Fire  Dept.  and  ex-officio  factory  inspector,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Kirk,  John  R.,  Superintendent  Public  Instruction,  Jotterson  City,  Mo. 

Labrunerie,  A.  E.,  St.  J  seph,  Mo  

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library  

Lemcke  &  Buechner,  New  York   

Liverpool  (Eng.)  Commis'rs  of  Public  Libraries,  Art  Galleries  and  Museums. 

Macdonald,  C.  C.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Martin,  Miss  Dora,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Mercantile  Library,  New  York  

Merriman,  E.  H.  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  

Milne,  J.  M  

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library  

Missouri  State  University,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Missouri  Slate  Geologist  

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel  D.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Nash,  Robert  M.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Newark  (N.  J.)  Public  Library  

New  Haven,  (Conn.)  Free  Public  Library  

Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library  

New  York  Public  Library  

Northwestern  University,  Evanston-Chicago,  111.. 

Ohio  Library  Commission,  Columbus,  O  

Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Library  .  .  .  .... 

Patterson,  (N,  J.)  Free  Public  Library  

Perry,  Miss  Annie  M..  St.  .Joseph,  Mo  

Peoria  (111.)  Free  Public  Library  

Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Public  Library  

Pratt  Institute  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

Providence  (R.  I)  Public  Library  

Quincy  (111.  )  Public  Library  

Robinson  Hamline  E.,  Maryville,  Mo  

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Free  Public  Library   

Scranton  (Pa  )  Public  Library  

Schroer,  Philip,  St.  -Joseph,  Mo  

Seattle  (Wash.)  Public  Library  

Sedalia  (Mo.)  Free  Public  Library  

State  Library,  New  York  

Strong,  John  P.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Thurston,  Hon.  L.  M  

Toole,  Wm.  C,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  
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Trefz,  Kev.  E.  F.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

Warren  County  Literary  and  Reading  Room  Association,  Monmouth,  111.  . 

2 

120 

1 

'  2  '■ 

2 

Wright,  Purd  B..  St.  Joseph,  Mo  

5 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


To  (he  l{(,<ud  of  Directory^  of  the  Free  I'lthlic  Lihni nj : 

(Jkntlkmk.n:  As  r(M|ini-('(l  liy  l;i\v.  tlic  liiiniicc  cominit tec  licrcwitli  sulmiits 
lor  your  <'oiisiil('i  ;i I  ioii  .-i  I'cporl  ol'  tli<'  i-fccipl s  niid  cxiK'ndil iii'cs  of  tlio  Free 
rublic  Lilu-;iry  lor  llic  ycjir  ('iKliii;^'  Api'il  ;}().  1S'.)S: 


SI>E(^IAL  FlJM)-KE("i:iI''rs. 
C:)ll('c(i()i;s  reccivcil  Iroin  lihnii-iaii   $  :i2r>  00 

DISIilkSFMFX'rS. 

I  »('l»i)sil("(l  with  city  treasurer  $   :iOO  00 

i'.ilauce  iu  hand  lioard  treasurer   25  00  $  ?y>.')  00 

(JEXEliALl)  FI  ND— UECEIPTS. 

P>ahnice  in  hands  city  treasurt-r  May  1.  1S;)7  .$  250  m 

Colh'cted  to  April  1  from  apportionment  of  .$7,500   7,15.S  7"^ 

Hcpositid  hy  Board  treasurer  from  library  collections.  ..  .     300  00  !j;7,70y  18 

EXPENDITURES. 

Monthly  bills  as  per  vouchers  .$7,02;J  1J8 

Amount  withdrawn  by  Common  Caiincil   30  00 

P>alance  in  hands  city  treasurer   49  20  $7,700  13 


The  library  is  also  entitled  to  its  proportiini  of  the  city  cDllccrions  from 
Ai)ril  1  to  10.  which  is  not  included  in  the  receipts  as  above.  Steps  will  be 
taken  to  see  that  tlie  library  receives  its  proper  sliare. 

Under  the  revised  l»y-laws.  the  liltrary  year  n!)W  closes  with  that  of  the 
city,  and  no  troul)le  will  be  exi)erienced  hereafter  with  vexatious  l)alances. 
which  have  always  been  a  source  of  trouble  and  annoyance. 

The  proposition  t:)  increase  the  proportion  of  taxes  allotted  the  Library 
having  failed  to  carry,  your  committee  met,  by  appointment,  the  tinance 
committee  of  the  Common  (N)uncil,  asked  for  and  was  granted  an  apportion- 
ment of  .*>7.2(i<»  for  tlie  ensuing  year. 

The  accounts  of  the  treasurer  .:id  librarian  have  been  checked  and  found 
to  be  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  h.  morlock. 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER. 
LEWIS  M.  SMITH. 
May  1.  1S98.  Fiuauce  Committee. 


REPOliT  OF  FREE  PVBLIC  LI RR ARI- 


ZS 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  B(.ard  of  Dlrf(i(>r^  of  the  Free  Puhlir  Lilinii  )/: 

(tENTle^[En:  An  cxjiiiiiiiiitioii  of  the  l>ooks  in  the  Iji))rni'3'  shows  tlicir 
condition  to  be  as  ^ood  as  tlu'ir  very  hirj^c  use  will  permit.  Classification  of 
the  German  (h>partment  progresses  favora]>l.v.  The  relabelinsi-  in  uniform 
manner  of  all  volumes  in  tlie  circulatiniv  department  has  add(Ml  much  to  the 
ai)pearance  thereof,  winle  the  rearranjiement  of  the  government  books  will 
make  them  more  readily  accessible.  Improvements  in  the  reference  room 
should  be  appreciated  by  the  users  thereof. 

Two  chan.ues  in  the  lil)rary  force  occurred  durin.u"  tlie  year,  Mr.  Erie  H. 
Merriman  and  :\liss  Stella  TUishiiell  resi.uninji-  to  accept  positions  in  the 
Buffalo  library.  Miss  Eu(h)ra  Martin  a.nd  Miss  Miran(hi  Olds,  were  appointed 
from  th(^  library  class  to  till  the  vacancies. 

The  work  of  the  library  staff  has  been  such  as  to  meet  our  hearty 
approval. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BARTON  PITTS. 
J.  W.  ATWILL. 
JNO.  DeCLUE. 
Administration  C  >mmittee. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Hoard  of  Dirators  nf  the  Free  Public  LUtra ri/ : 

(Jentlemen:  Dui'in^-  the  year  just  closed  :_'.r»r»2  volumes  wvvo  a(hled  to 
the  library,  as  lollows:  Donations  classilied.  HI;  periodicals  bound,  IVS; 
numbered  808,  841  W(\irin,u-  out,  17  lost  and  paid  toi-.  witli  lo  iin.i-c 
lor.  The  library  contains  at  \hv  ])r<'scnt  lime  IT.S.V.i  voliiiiios,  ll.li:;  bcinu' 
in  the  eirculatin.u-  deitai't  ment,  1,:5S7  in  the  i-ct erciuM'  ro  ;':■;('  .',:;"■*•> 
in  the  (iovernment  department.  All  puichascs  made  m(>t  with  the  appioval 
of  the  committee. 

('ontinued  care  has  been  (>xercised  in  tin   select  imi  of  IiudIvs.  tlie  (>ffor( 
beiiiK  to  purchase  (♦nly  those  of  the  better  class.    L.k  k  ot  iii  'ans  ])i-cvcnt(Ml 
the  purchase  of  many  volumes  necessary  for  a  library  foi-  students  in  special 
lilies,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  general  work<>r  may  bo  well  i)rovided  for. 
Uespect fully  subnnt ted. 

J.  }y.  ATWITJ.. 
II.  K.  WHITE. 
.1.  L.  LAWLESS. 
'  Lihi'.'ii'y  rommitte(», 
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UKVOUT  OF  FIIEE  J'lJliLIC  LIliUAUY 


REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 


7'o  Ihe  Beard  of  Dirpctorfi  of  the  Free  Vuhlic  Lihrnr)/: 

(iKNTLEMEN:  Your  ( 'oiii lu i 1 1 ('('  on  Hiiil(liii«-  niKl  ( Ji'oUihIs  lici-cwitli  stih- 
inils  :i  r('i)()rt  of  tlieoxpcndihircs  in  the  (Icpnrl iiiciit  uiidci-  tluMi-  chnrj^c  durinj:; 
Ihc  .v<';ir.  ns  iMMjiiircd  l»y  the  l)y-l;i\vs: 

Kdit   40!)  40 

Janitor    240  00 

Insunincc   .'       i)0  00 

Fuel   103  24 

Furniture   ISl  S5 

Repairs    0  (>0 

Water   40  ()0 

Ice    4  40  it;i,07S  4i) 

Tlie  increas(Ml  exitenditure  in  tlie  furnilin-c  account  was  occasioned  by 
the  n('C(  ssit>'  for  lioolc  cases,  tables  and  cliaii's.  In  tliis  regard  the  library 
is  now  laii'l\'  well  (Miuip])ed. 

During-  tlie  yeai'  tlie  coniiiiittcc  and  the  lil>rarian  secured  fi-oni  the  owners 
of  the  buihlinii'  needed  inipri)venients  in  llie  way  paintin^i'.  i)aperinj;  and  a 
new  liot-air  furnace.  Heretofore  the  li])rary  has  l)e(>n  lieated  hy  stoves  and 
.urates.    A  saviu,i;  of  .$Sr).8r)  was  elt'ected  in  fuel. 

The  Pvoard  continues  unch'r  o])liuati<)ns  to  the  l-{oar<l  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners and  Park  Superintendent  Kau  foi-  i)lants  with  which  the  grounds  are 
made  very  attractive.  The  interest  of  David  McKinney.  tlie  janitor,  in  the 
care  of  the  grounds,  continues. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER. 
Wm.  H.^MORLOCK. 
J.  L.  LAWLESS. 
Building  and  (Grounds  Committee. 


NINTH  ANNUAL 
REPORT  OF  FREE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
ST.  JOSEPH,  MO.s^ 


FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  APRIL  30,  J899. 


Ninth  Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


or  THE 


Free  Public  Library 


OF  THE 


CITY  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO- 


Fiscal  Year  Ending 
April  30,  \399. 


Sree  S^ublic  Jlibrary 

St.  Soseph,  Mo. 


OFFICERS. 

President    John  DcClue 

Vice-President    Rev.  J.  L.  Lawless 

Secretary  and  Treasurer    Charles  A.  Pteiffer 

DIRECTORS. 

Term  Expiring  1899.  Term  Expiring  1900.  Term  Expiring  1901. 

H.  K.  White,  John  DeClue,  Dr.  J.  B.  Riley, 

Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  L.  M.  Smith,  John  M.  Stewart 

Rev.  J.  L.  Lawless,  James  A.  McEvoy,  Charles  P.  Cargill. 


COMMITTEES. 

LIBRARY— White,  Lawless  and  McEvoy. 
ADMINISTRATION— DeClue,  Stewart,,  Smith. 
BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS— Lawless,  Riley,  Pfeiffer. 
FINANCE— Pfeiffer,  Smith,  Cargill.  , 
BL-LAWS— McEvoy,  White,  Stewart. 

LIBRARY  STAFF. 

Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian. 

Lulu  C.  Senter,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Assistants — Annie  M.  Perry,  Cornelia  L.  Rathbun.  Eudora  Martin 
Miranda  Olds. 

Messenger — Roy  Whitmore. 
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To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  governing 
Free  Public  Libraries,  I  herewith  present  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1899. 

The  reports  of  the  officers,  committees  and  librarian,  presented  herewith, 
show  what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year.  While  the  circulation 
of  books  was  not  so'  large  as  the  year  before,  nor  the  growth  of  the  library 
so  extensive,  mO'St  excellent  reasons  are  given  why  it  could  hardly  be  other- 
wise. On  account  of  the  epidemic  during  the  year,  the  library  was  closed 
two  weeks,  which  naturally  decreased  its  use,  while  the  money  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Board  of  Directors  being  less  than  for  several  years,  prevented 
the  purchase  of  as  many  books  as  heretofore.  The  members  of  the  Board, 
however,  feel  that  they  have  done  the  best  possible  with  the  means  under  their 
control,  and  express  themselves  as  satisfied  with  the  results. 

As  a  result  of  the  natural  growth  of  the  library,  although  necessarily  slow, 
the  present  quarters  are  beginning  to  cramp  the  work  attempted  to  be  done. 
The  Board  of  Directors  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the'  time  when  quar- 
ters more  suitable  for  modern  library  work  may  be  secured. 

It  is  felt  that  the  people  generally  are  beginning  to  realize  the  real  value 
of  the  library  from  a  purely  educational  standpoint,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
vast  help  it  gives  in  school  work.  This  is  one  of  the  favorable  conditions 
evolved  from  adverse  circumstances. 

A  summary  of  the  reports  submitted  herewith  shows  that  the  library 
now  contains  17,256  volumes,  a  gain  for  the  year  of  1,455.  Circulation  for 
the  twelve  months  past,  105,717. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  DeCLUE. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo'.,  May  i,  1899.  President. 
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To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Piil)hc  Li1)rary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  sul>niitte(l  a  detailed  report  of  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  Board  for  the  fiscal  year  endint^-  April  17,  1899: 

SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

(Accruin,^-  from  cnllcctimis  for  finrs.  sale  of  catalos^iies  and  from  other 
miscellaneous  receipts,  collected  by  the  Lihr:  rian,  mimi>  amouiii-  out 
by  the  Lil)rari:m  for  incideiUal  exixMises,  i)nnci])ally  for  postage,  express 
char.ues  and  similar  minor  ex])en(lilnre^ ;  the  statement  of  these  collections 
riiul  dishnrsements  bein-"  rendered  by  tlie  Librarian  to  tiie  Bocrd  of  Directors 
at  their  monthly  meeting,  and  the  surplus  of  the  amount  of  money  so  collect- 
ed is  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  and  accounted  for  ui  this 
statement) : 

SPECL\L  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  \. 


1898. 

Apr.  14.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  $  25  00 

May  12.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   25  00 

June  9.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   25  00 

July  13.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   25  00 

Aug.  II.  Received  from-  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian....   25  00 

Sept.  8.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   25  00 

Oct.  13.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  li'br'arian   25  00 

Nov.  10.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   35  00 

Dec.  8.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   28  00 

1899. 

Jan.  12.  .Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   28  00 

Feb.  10.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wrig!:t,  librarian   25  00 

Mar.  9.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian   28  00 

Apr.  13.  Received  from  Purd  B.  Weight,  librarian   21  00 


$340  00 
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SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— DISBURSEMENTS- 
SCHEDULE  B. 

1898. 

Apr.     19.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph  $  25  00 

May     13.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

June     10.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

July     21.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

Aug.    20.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

Sept.      9.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

Oct.     13.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

Nov.     II.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   35  00 

Dec.      9.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Jo^seph   28  00 

1899. 

Jan.      13.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   28  00 

Feb.     13.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   25  00 

Mar.     ID.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   28  00 

Apr.      13.    Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph   21  00 


$340  00 

1899. 

April  15.  Withdrawn,  being  amount  of  check  favor  of  Rice  D.  Gilkey,  City 
Treasurer-,  to  meet  April  vouchers  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
not  fully  provided  for  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo   $154  69 

Balance  on  hand,  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph  $185  31 

GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  C. 

Receipts  from  collections  upon  an  apportionment  made  by  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  of  $7,200.00,  and  placed  to  the  credit 


of  the  Free  Public  Library: 
1898. 

May  collections  .$3,974  .00 

June  collections    340  77 

July  collections  .   279  14 

August  collections    452  34 

September  collections    378  72 

October  collections    353  74 

November  collections    413  06 

December  collections    187  34 

1899. 

January  collections      200  88 

February  collectious    228  81 

March  collections    214  56 

April.    From  sinking  fund    82  65 

April  15.    From  special  revenue  account    154  69 


$7,261  10 
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GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— DISBURSEMENTS- 
SCHEDULE  D. 

Expenditures,  ciiibr.uinjr  salaries,  rent,  fuel,  water,  purchase  of  books 
and  magaziius,  cost  oi  binding  and  printing,  and  for  the  purchase  of  library 
supplies,  as  detailed  in  llie  separate  vouchers  on  file  with  the  City  Auditor  of 
the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 


1898. 

May  vouchers   $  545  59 

June  vouchers    490  85 

July  vouchers    625  85 

August  vouchers    656  11 

Septenil)ei-  \  nnchers    498  63 

Octol)er  vouchers    619  67 

November  vouchers    836  18 

December  vouchers    554  69 

1899. 

January  vouchers    655  84 

February  vouchers    655  71 

March  vouchers    567  29 

April  vouchers    554  69 


$7,261  10 

GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT- RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  A. 
GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


The  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  should  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  at  the  beginning  of  this  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  money 
due  it  from  the  previous  year,  to  wit: 
Amount  of  money  borrowed  by  Common  Council  and  not  replaced.  .$  30  00 

Balance  due  on  account  of  collections,  1897-98   49  20 

All  of  collections  to  the  credit  of  Free  Public  Library  from  April 

I  to  19,  1898   176  37 


^^255  57 

The  Finance  Committee,  together  with  the  Librarian,  waited  upon  the 
Finance  Comm.ittee  of  the  Common  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  sought  to  have  this  sum  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  because  the  sum  mentioned  was  wrongfully  withheld,  but  the  effort 
proved  unsuccessful. 

The  apportionment  made  the  previous  year  was  $7,500;  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council  reduced  the  apportionment  to  the  credit  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  to  the  sum  of  $7,200  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  but 
placed  to  our  credit  only  the  sum  of  $7,106.41,  leaving  another  balance  due 
the  Free  Public  Library  of  $93.59.  or  a  total  sum  of  $349.16  for  the  past  two 
years.  Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 

May  I,  1899.  /  Treasurer. 
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STATE  OF  MISSOURI,! 
County  of  Buchanan.  /^^' 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  County  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  above  set  forth  are  correct  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  4th  day  of  May,  1899. 

(Seal.)  J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  Nov.  13th,.  1901. 
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To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo: 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Board,  I  herewith  present 
the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April 
30,  1899: 

The  year  has  been  an  unusual  one  in  the  history  of  the  library,  inasmuch 
as  the  conditions  with  which  it  has  contended  were  somewhat  out  of  the 
ordinary.  The  beginning  of  the  Spanish-American  war  affected  the  tircula- 
tion  of  this  library,  as  it  did  that  of  all  libraries  of  which  reports  have  come 
to  hand.  With  the  ceasing  of  hostilities,  library  work  resumed  its  normal 
course,  and  the  issue  of  books  for  September,  1898,  showed  the  first  increase 
reported  for  several  months.  Our  trouble  was  scarcely  over,  however,  for 
at  this  time  cases  of  diphtheria  became  quite  numerous,  and  in  October  it 
was  declared  epidemic  by  the  board  of  health.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
reports  were  being  received  by  the  library  from  the  healtth  department  twice 
each  day,  and  that  every  precaution  was  being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease  through  library  books,  the  health  officer  deemed  it  advisable 
that  the  issue  of  books  for  home  use  be  discontinued,  and  closed  the  library 
lor  a  period  of  two  weeks  (Oct.  24-Nov.  5),  the  public  schools  being  closed 
during  the  same  period.  No  books  were  issued  during  this  time,  the  reference 
and  reading  rooms  being  kept  open  for  use  of  adults  only.  While  this  caused 
a  material  reduction  in  the  circulation  for  the  year,  the  greatest  harm  resulted 
from  many  timid  people  not  using  the  library  through  fear  of  contagion  after 
the  disease  had  abated.  The  health  officer  not  only  approved  but  cheerfully 
aided  tO'  the  extent  of  his  power  in  all  plans  for  the  protection  of  the  library. 
In  reaching  the  class  of  people  last  mentioned,  much  of  the  library  work 
must  be  done  over.  While  all  of  these  reade'rs  hav?  not  returned,  they  are 
slowly  doing  so.  Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  the  work  of  the  year  is 
not  without  some  most  encouraging  features. 

While  the  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  was  but  104,146, 
a  decrease  of  11,884  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  use  of  books  in 
the  reference  room  from  the  circulating  department  was  gratifying,  the  in- 
crease being  about  8  per  c-ent.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  circulation  sta- 
tistics is  that  of  the  total  decrease  noted,  11,767  was  in  fiction,  and  an  addi- 
tional decrease  in  the  lighter  current  periodicals,  thus  presenting  a  gain  in 
other  classes.  The  most  noticeable  change  is  in  the  percentages  column, 
fiction  declining  2.14  per  cent,  while  other  classes  show  gains,  this  being 
especially  marked  in  history,  literature  and  travel. 

The  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  active  use  is  4,284,  a  slight  decrease. 
This  condition  is  possibly  accounted  for  by  the  failure  of  many  to  renew 
cards  which  expired  during  the  epidemic,  and  by  the  further  fact  that  all 
cards  held  in  South  St.  Joseph,  outside  the  city  limits,  and  not  paid  for, 
were  called  in.  This  little  suburb  had  heretofore  been  permitted  use  of  the 
library,  but  its  rapid  growth  and  the  large  increase  in  the  call  for  cards  caused 
a  strict  enforcement  of  the  rules.    This  was  done  on  account  of  the  inabil- 


REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


9 


ity  of  the  library  to  meet  the  demands'  of  those  legally  entitled  to  its  use. 

Charging  the  entire  expense  of  conducting  the  library  to  home  circula- 
tion, the  cost  per  volume  issued  was  6.9  cents. 

The  volumes  in  the  circulating  department,  exclusive  of  current  period- 
icals, were  issued  from  the  library  an  average  slightly  in  excess  of  eight  times. 

Accessions  to  the  library  during  the  year  numbered  1807,  of  which  97 
were  donated,  236  periodicals  bound,  1314  purchased,  and  160  deposited  by 
the  United  States  government.  Withdrawals  for  the  same  period  were  352, 
making  the  net  increase  1455  volumes.  Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  the 
library,  17,226,  classed  as  follows:  Circulation,  13,034;  reference,  1,703;  gov- 
ernment, 2,519. 

The  delivery  stations  have  demonstrated  their  popularity,  5,592  volumes 
having  been  circulated  through  them.  The  stations  continue  as  heretofore,  in 
Walker's  Addition,  Wyatt  Park  and  South  Park,  deliveries  being  made  twice 
each  week,  as  at  first  inaugurated.  The  use  of  the  stations  increases  steadily, 
and  would  be  more  marked  if  deliveries  could  be  arranged  for  ottener. 
Messrs.  Frank  S.  Elfred,  J.  S.  Kock  and  Dr.  D.  W.  Feltenstein  show  their 
interest  in  the  library  by  continuing  as  keepers  of  the  stations. 

The  comparatively  few  volumes  that  could  be  spared  from  the  library  for 
sole  use  in  the  schools  through  means  of  school  boxes,  necessitated  some 
other  arrangement,  as  it  was  deemed  unfair  to  place  all  the  copies  of  certain 
useful  and  popular  books  in  a  few  schools,  thus  depriving  pupils  of  other 
schools,  who-  might  come  to  the  library,  of  any  of  these  books.  To  remedy 
this,  so  far  as  possfble,  a  list  of  books  was  prepared,  being  arranged  by  classes, 
and  annotated,  making  a  printed  pamphlet  of  twenty  pages,  of  which  3,500 
copies  were  distributed  among  the  pupils  of  the  old  first,  second  and  third 
gTades  (now  the  eighth,  seventh  and  sixth).  The  library  staff  was  assisted 
in  the  task  of  selection  by  committees  of  three  teachers  each,  appointed  at 
my  request,  by  Prof.  E.  B.  Neely,  superintendent  of  the  public  schools;  the. 
first  grade  being  represented  by  Misses  Brennan,  Peale  and  Cole;  the  second 
by  Misses  Schmitz  and  Wall  and  Mrs.  Horn;  and  the  third  by  Misses  Senter 
and  Fahey  and  Mrs.  McClelland.  To  give  these  lists  a  fair  trial  no  books 
were  placed  in  the  schools.  Results  have  proven  the  success  of  the  plan. 
At  the  request  of  teachers  an  extended  list  will  be  prepard  for  the  ensuing 
school  >ear.  Boxes  of  books  will  also  be  placed  in  certain  schools  which  are 
far  removed  from  the  library  or  the  delivery  stations.  The  work  with  the 
high  school  continues  satisfactory,  new  lists  being  prepared  for  the  different 
classes  each  year. 

An  attempt  to  interest  the  younger  generation  in  books  other  than  mere 
stories,  resulted  in  the  experiment  of  placing  all  the  books,  periodicals  and 
pictures  in  the  library  relating  to  natural  history  in  the  directors'  room  and 
throwing  it  open  for  three  days.  The  daily  newspapers  kindly  gave  space  to 
announcements  of  "Nature  Day  at  the  Li'brary,"  and  the  result  was  that, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  was  advertised  but  a  few  days,  the  room  was  crowded 
with  interested  little  folks.  The  experiment  proved  so  satisfactory  that  it 
will  be  repeated  this  year  directly  after  the  summer  vacation  begins,  but  on 
a  more  comprehensive  scale. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F.  Thomas  Ransom,  of  this  city,  chief  clerk 
in  the  Missouri  Geological  Department,  the  library  has  obtained  many  state 
publications  which  it  had  been  unable  heretofore  to  secure.    The  work  out- 
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lined  for  the  ensuing  year  includes  the  cataloging  and  making  accessible  to 
the  public  the  Missouri  collection. 

Mr.  E.  O.  Wild,  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  has  placed  the  library 
under  obligations  by  aiding  it  to  secure  Warner's  Library  of  the  World's  Best 
Literature,"  in  thirty  volumes.  Other  donations  of  especial  value  were  from 
Joseph  Lodge  No.  72,  i.  O.  B.  B.,  and  the  American  Book  Co. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  "Supplement  to  the  classified  list  of  the 
circulating  department,"  comprising  additions  from  July  i,  1896,  to  April  i, 
1898,  was  issued,  being  printed  from  the  linotype  slugs  furnished  the  library 
by  the  Gazette  and  Herald  Publishing  Companies  for  bulletins,  after  use  in 
the  respective  newspapers.  During  the  year  four  bulletins  of  new  books 
have  been  issued,  compiled  from  newspaper  lists  as  heretofore  reported,  the 
slugs  being  furnished  by  the  newspapers  named.  All  the  newspapers  of  the 
city  have  shown  a  warm  interest  in  the  library  and  its  work,  publishing  an- 
nouncements from  time  to  time  as  matters  of  news.  The  fiction  shelf  list 
of  the  library  having  been  originally  written  in  books,  has  caused  considerable 
trouble  and  annoyance.  It  having  been  found  necessary  to  prepare  a  new 
shelf  list,  cards  were  adopted,  and  the  list  is  now  completed,  and  it  is  hoped 
and  believed  will  cause  no  trouble  in  the  future.  New  shelf  lists  will  also  be 
made  for  the  reference  room. 

A  feature  recently  inaugurated  was  the  preparation  of  "sick  room  collec- 
tions," being  numbers  of  illustrated  papers,  magazines,  etc.,  for  use  especially 
by  convalescents.  While  these  collections  are  not  permitted  to  be  used  in 
the  case  of  cantagious  diseases,  the  library  is  always  willing  to  supply  some- 
thing for  those  so  afflicted  to  read,  the  only  requirement  being  that  the  reading 
matter  so  supplied  be  destroyed. 

Of  the  1 1 13  books  sent  to  the  bindery,  877  were  for  rebinding.  and  236 
were  periodicals. 

Books  withdrawn  from  circulation  on  account  of  their  worn  condition 
continue  to  be  placed  with  the  fire  department,  city  hospital,  county  jail  and 
poor  farm,  where  additional  use  is  obtained  from  them. 

But  two  volumes  are  unaccounted  for  from  the  reference  room  this  year, 
the  smallest  number  missing  in  the  history  of  the  library.  These  two  being 
bound  volumes  of  a  story  magazine,  hopes  are  entertained  that  they  will  be 
returned.  The  plan  adopted  by  Mr.  Wilcox,  librarian  of  the  Peoria  (111.) 
public  library — warning  slips  pasted  on  the  front  cover  of  each  volume,  con- 
taining an  excerpt  from  the  city  ordinances— was  tried,  with  the  success  noted. 

On  the  pages  following  will  be  found  (i)  the  financial  statement,  (2)  ac- 
cessions, (3)  classified  table  of  circulation,  (4)  list  of  donations,  and  (5)  new 
Missouri  library  law. 

The  work  of  the  library  force  and  the  library  class  has  been  such  as  to 
merit  hearty  commendation  at  my  hands. 

Before  concluding,  I  cannot  refrain  from  speaking  again  of  the  work 
done  by  this  library,  hampered  as  it  is  by  unpopular  location  and  the  utter 
unsuitableness  of  the  building  for  library  purposes. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their 
kindly  consideration  nad  hearty  support  in  all  matters  affecting  the  library. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT, 

Librarian. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  T^Iay  i,  1899. 
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STATE  OF  MISSOURI, \ 
County  of  Buchanan. 

Before  me,  Edward  S.  Douglas,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  herein  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library  and 
books  added,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knoledge  and  belief. 

EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 
Notary  Public. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  sth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1899.  Com- 
mission expires  Nov.  16,  1900. 
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(t)- FINANCIAL. 

Department  Expenditures. 

Salaries  library  enii)l()yes   $3,^i5  3^ 

Books    1,399  64 

Periodicals    378  22 

Binding    596  21 

Rent    269  75 

Heat    122  67 

Janitor    240  00 

Printing  and  stationery   171  35 

Postage    21  00 

Furniture   35  50 

Repairs   15  60 

Insurance    75  00 

Miscellaneous    122  80— $7,261  lo 

LIBRARY  COLLECTIONS. 
RECEIPTS. 

Brought  forward   $  7  39 

Received  from  fines    361  15 

Catalogues  and  supplements   59  60 

Miscellaneous  sources    72  83  $  500  97 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Deposited  with  Treasurer   $  315  00 

*Incidental  expenses    183  48 

Forward    2  49  $  500  97 

*The  incidental  expense  account  includes  all  postage  of  the  library  other 
than  printed  postal  cards,  freight,  cartage  and  express  on  books,  delivery 
station  expenses,  the  purchase  of  ink,  pens,  pencils  and  like  small  supplies. 

(2)-ACCESSIONS. 

Number  volumes  reported  April  30,  1898    14,859 

Books  reported  missing  found    31 

Not  classified  and  not  heretofore  reported   918  15,808 

Accessions  April  30,  1898-April  30,  1899: 

Purchased    i,3i4 

Periodicals  bound    236 

Donations  classified   :   97 

Government  deposits    160  1,807 
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Less  withdrawals: 

Worn  out    344 

Burned  (contagion)  :   4 

Lost  and  paid  for    4 

Missing   7  359 

Net  increase  for  the  year   

Total  volumes  in  library  not  counting  seven  missing  volumes,  but 
likely  to  be  located   


1,448 


17,256 


ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDRAWALS  CLASSIFIED  YEAR  ENDING 
APRIL  30,  1899. 

Acc 

General   

Philosophy   

Religion   

Sociology   

Philology   

Natural  Science   

Useful  Arts   

Fine  Arts  

Literature   

Travel   

Biography   

History   

Bound  Periodicals,  reference   

Bound  Periodicals,  circulating   

Other  reference  volumes   

Fiction   -  

Government  deposits   


ns.  Withdr'l's. 

Net  G'ns. 

7 

7 

13 

13 

30 

30 

68 

68 

4 

4 

46 

46 

43 

43 

15 

I 

14 

92 

4 

88 

76 
98 

I 

75 
98 

122 

3 

119 

265 

2 

263 

14 

I 

13 

69 

69 

618 

338 

280 

160 

160 

Total 


1,807  352 


1,455 


Average  Daily  Issue  I 

i 

p 

Historv.,  

Periodicals,  current  

i 

J 

May 

is 

Ms 

i 

^  2;  S      S  w  5^  2  2  o^j  0? 

1^^  Jane 

1 

J  1 

July 

is 

i 

J  i 

August 

is 

i 

J  i 

September 

is 

1 

si  f 

d^f  October 

050 

i 

CJOO  C 

i'^  November 

i 

si  1 

i     C     W  "  S         ^- 4- S  2  c 

December 

i 

si  1 

S3  January 

isf 

i 

ii  1 

52  February 

i 

ii  i 

,^  March 

is 

i  j 

ii  1 

}fe  April 

11 

ii 

Total 

iii  i 

Per  Cent 
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American  Book  Co.,  Chicago. 
1      American-Irish  Historical  Society,  Washington,  D.  C. 
16      Aguilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y. 

Bell,  M.  F.,  Adjutant-General  of  Missouri. 
Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brockett,  J.  ^Y.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Browne,  Mrs.  E.  C,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library. 
3      Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

2  Canada — Minister  of  Agriculture. 
1      Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

1      Cedar  Rapids  (Iowa)  Public  Library. 
1      Chicago    (111.)  Public  Library. 

Clarke,  H.  M.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
1      Cleveland    (O.)    Public  Schools. 

3  Denver    (Colo.)    City  Library. 

1      Depew.  Chauncey    M..  New  York. 
1      Detroit    (Mich.)    Public  Library. 

Dexter,  Mary,  Cincinnati,  O. 
1      Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 
1      Evanston    (111.)    Free  Public  Library. 

Finley,  W.  W.,  Southern  Railway  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C;. 
1      Forbes    Library,    Northampton,  Mass. 

Girard  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
1      Gloversville    (N.    Y.)  Public  Library. 

Hanna,  H.  H.,  chairman    executive    committee,  Indianapolis 
Monetary  Conference,  1898. 

1  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library. 
8      Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

2  Hartford  (Conn.)  Theological  Seminary. 

2  Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library. 

11      Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library. 

Joseph  Lodge,  No.  72,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  St.  Josei)h,  Mo. 
Kane,  M.  M.,  Chief  Pire  Department  and  Deputy  State  Fac- 
tory Inspector. 
Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 
Kansas  State  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kan. 
1      Kirksville     (Mo.)     State  Normal  School. 

3  Lawrence  (Kan.)  Public  Librarv. 
Libbey  Glass  Co.,  Toledo,  O. 

1      Leipziger,  Henry  M.,  Ph.  D.,  New  York. 
3      I^ibrary  Co.mpany  of  Philadel]ihia.  Pa. 

1  na£;(M's  Missouri  State  Insane  Asvlum  No.  1,  Fulton.  Mo. 

1      :Man;i^(-rs  State  Rpform  School  for  Bovs,  Booneville,  Mo. 

:\lartin.  Miss  Eudora,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
1      McCormick  Reaper  Co. 
1      Mercantile    Library,  New  York. 

1  Mercantile    Library,   Phila(leli)hia.  j-'a. 
3      Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

Missouri  State  Auditor. 
8      Missouri  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 
Morton,  Dr.  Daniel,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Muir,  Henry  D.,  Chicago.  III. 

10  Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  T'lil.lic  r.iln;iiy. 

11  New  Haven  (Conn.)   Vv'i-  I'lil.lir  l,il)rary. 

2  Newberrv  Tjibi-arv,  Chir.i-o.  ill. 

12  New  York  Public  Libr;it  \  . 

6  Omaha  (Neb.)  Froo  P;il)li(  Library. 
Palmer,  Mrs.  C.  F.  X-w  Y^nK. 

7  Park  College,  Parkx  ilh  .  .\ln. 

1      Paterson  (N.  J.)  V^vi  '-  I'nliiic  Library. 
1      Peabodv  Tnstiint.',    i»:!M\-.fs,  Mass. 

3  Peoria  rill.)  I'lihlir  Lil.i-,-ir\. 

1  Pratt  Institute'   I"n  <■  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
12      Providence         1.)  Liil>!ir  Lii.iary. 

2  Salem  (Mass.)  Frer  PnUlic  Lil.i'ary. 

4  Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Lilii;ir\. 
1      Sedalia  (Mo.)  Public  Lil.n.ry. 

Simms,  J.  D. 
1      Society  of  Friends,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

7      Society  of  Springfield^Mass.)  City  Tvibrary  Association. 

1      Sllk's,  L.  ().,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1      Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Central  Library. 

1      Toronto  Public  Tjibrary. 

1      Towie  Manufacturing  Co.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

1  Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass. 
232      United   States— Departments. 

2  Warren  County  (111.)  Library  and  Reading  Room  AssocIatiOB 
2      Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 

1      Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library. 
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(r))-NEW  MISSOURI  LIBRARY  LAW. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  a  sufficient  numl)cr  of  votes  to  establish  Free 
Public  Libraries  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  on  account  of  the  law  requiring  a 
majorit.N  ol  all  votes  cast  on  any  proposition  at  an  election,  caused  the  fol- 
lowing aiiundiiients  to  be  written  and  submitted  to  the  legislature.  It  will 
be  seen  that  under  this  law  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  a  majority  ot  the 
voters  voting  on  the  library  measure,  either  to  establish  a  library  or  increase 
the  amount  of  taxes  allowed  a  library  already  established.  Also  that  it  per- 
mits counties  to  secure  the  use  of  such  libraries  by  contract  between  the 
county  courts  and  the  library  boards.  The  bill  was  passed,  signed  by  the 
governor  and  is  now  a  law,  an  emergency  clause  being  attached: 

AN  ACT  repealing  Section  1779,  of  Chapter  31,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 

Missouri,  1889,  enacting  a  new  section  in  lieu  thereof,  and  also  enacting 

a  new  section  to  be  known  as  section  1789A,  in  relation  to  free  public 

libraries  and  the  use  thereof. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  follows: 

Section  i:  That  section  1779,  of  Chapter  31,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
Missouri,  1889,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  the  following  section 
enacted  in  lieu  thereof: 

"Sec.  1779-  When  one  hundred  tax-paying  voters  of  any  incorporated 
city  shall  petition  the  mayor  and  common  council  asking  that  an  annual  tax 
be  levied  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library  in 
such  incorporated  city,  and  shall  specify  in  their  petition  a  rate  of  taxation, 
not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar  annually,  and  in  cities  of  over  one  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants  not  to  exceed  two-fifths  of  one  mill  annually,  on  all  the 
taxable  property  in  the  city,  such  mayor  and  common  council  shall  direct 
the  proper  officer  to  give  notice  in  his  next  legal  notice  of  the  annual  election, 
or  special  election  which  may  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  such 

question,  that  at  such  election  every  voter  may  vote  "for  a    mill  tax  for 

a  free  public  library;"  or  "against  a  —  mill  tax' for  a  free  public  library;" 
specifying  in  such  notice  the  rate  oi  taxation  mentioned  in  said 
petition;  and  if  the  majority  of  votes  cast  on  such  proposition  shall  be 
"for  the  tax  for  the  free  public  library."  the  tax  specified  in  such  notice  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  like  manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  such  incor- 
porated city,  and  shall  be  known  as  the  "library  fund":  Provided,  that  such 
tax  shall  cease  in  case  the  legal  voters  of  any  such  incorporated  city  shall  so 
determine,  by  a  majority  vote,  at  any  annual  election  held  therein." 

Section  2.  That  a  new  section,  to  be  known  as  Section  1789A,  is  hereby 
enacted,  as  follows: 

"Section  1789A.  The  County  Court  in  any  County  wherein  is  situated 
an  incorporated  city  containing  a  free  public  library,  whenever  petitioned  by 
one  hundred  or  more  tax-paying  citizens  of  said  city,  and  one  hundred  or 
more  tax-paying  citizens  of  said  county  residing  outside  of  said  city,  for  the 
use  by  the  citizens  of  said  county  residing  outside  of  said  city,  of  said  library, 
shall  have  the  right  to  contract  with  the  officers  of  said  library  for  such  use 
thereof  by  said  citizens  of  said  county  residing  outside  of  the  city,  and  to 
appropriate  moneys  from  the  county  revenue  of  said  county  therefor;  and 
thereafter  to  continue  such  contract  or  renewals  thereof  from  year  to  year: 
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Provided,  that  the  annual  amount  so  contracted  to  be  paid  and  appropriated 
shall  not  exceed  3  per  cent  of  the  county  revenue  for  the  year  out  of  which 
payment  is  to  be  made." 

Section  3.  The  fact  that  there  are  cities  contemplating  voting  on  the 
establishment  of  free  public  libraries,  and  that  certain  counties  desire  to  secure 
the  right  to  use  libraries  in  cities,  from  which  they  are  now  barred,  constitutes 
an  emergency  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  therefore,  this  bill  shall 
become  a  law  from  and  after  its  passage. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  year  just  closed  1897  volumes  have  been  added 
to  the  library,  as  follows:  1314  purchased,  97  donated,  236  periodicals  bound, 
and  160  deposited  by  government.  Withdrawals,  352;  344  worn  out,  4  burned 
on  recount  of  contagion,  4  lost  and  paid  for.  Net  increase,  including  7  miss- 
ing volumes,  1455-    The  library  contains  17,256  volumes. 

The  inability  of  the  library  to  meet  the  increasing  needs  O'f  its  patrons 
is  more  keenly  felt  each  year.  The  only  remedy  is  an  increase  in  library 
funds,  not  hoped  for  during  the  coming  year.  The  entire  amount  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  board  for  new  books  could  be  used  to  advantage  for  some  years 
in  the  expenditures  for  books  and  periodicals  for  the  reference  room  alone, 
so  large  is  the  use  of  this  department. 

In  many  places  persons  interested  in  special  lines  of  study  or  w^ork  fre- 
quently endow  the  departments  appealing  to  them,  thus  permitting  their  more 
rapid  extension.  This  has  not  as  yet  been  done  in  St.  Joseph,  but  the  atten- 
tion of  thinking  people  is  called  to  the  plan  in  the  hopes  that  it  may  receive 
consideration. 

The  committee  feels  that  its  work  has  been  as  well  done  as  the  means  at 
its  hands  has  permitted.  Due  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  purchases  made, 
and  all  additions  have  been  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  K.  WHITE, 
J.  L.  LAWLESS, 
J.  A.  McEVOY, 

May  I,  1899.  Library  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  mul  the  Librarian 
have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  year. 

At  the  first  of  the  year  the  committee  endeavored  to  secure  from  the 
finance  committee  of  the  council  an  appropriation  covering  the  balance  due 
the  Jibrary  accruing  during  two  years,  but  was  not  successful,  the  library  being 
placed  on  the  same  basis  as  other  departments,  and  compelled  to  stand  its 
proportion  of  the  amount  not  collected  according  to  the  appartionment.  to- 
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gether  with  amount  borrowed  by  council.  These  amounts  arc  still  carried 
as  a  charge  against  the  city  on  the  books  of  the  Board  Treasurer,  in  the  hope 
that  when  the  city  finances  assume  a  belter  condition  they  will  be  allowed 
to  the  library. 

The  apportionment  for  library  purposes  for  the  year  just  begun  has  been 
made  by  the  finance  committee,  and  amounts  to  $7,200,  the  amount  allowed 
last  year.  An  increase  was  not  asked  for  by  your  committee,  so  many  de- 
mands being  made  on  the  city  by  the  various  departments  that  it  was  deemed 
inadvisable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER. 
LEWIS  M.  SMITH, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
May  I,  1899.  Finance  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  An  examination  shows  the  general  condition  of  the  library 
to  be  as  good  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  placing  of  "warning  labels,"  containing  excerpts  from  the  city  ordi- 
nance passed  for  the  protection  of  the  library,  on  the  volumes  in  the  refer- 
ence room,  seems  to  have  had  a  good  effect,  the  librarian  reporting  fewer 
losses  during  the  year  than  for  any  like  period  during  the  history  of  the 
library.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  reference  room  made  it  necessary  to 
remove  some  of  the  least  used  periodicals  to  the  office  room,  immediately  ad- 
joining the  reference  room. 

The  library  force  has  continued  unchanged  during  the  year,  the  work 
of  each  member  of  the  staff  being  satisfactory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  DeCLUE, 
JNO  M.  STEWART, 
L.  M.  SMITH, 

May  I,  189Q.  Administration  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  herewith  submits  a  report  of  the  expendi- 
tures in  the  department  under  its  charge  during  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1899,  as  required  by  the  by-laws: 
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Rent  $269  75 

Janitor    240  00 

Insurance   75  00 

Fuel    122  67 

Furniture   33  50 

Repairs    15  60 

Water    30  00 

Ice    6  40     $792  92 


The  books  and  furniture  of  the  library  are  now  insured  for  $10,000,  an 
increase  of  $1,000  during  the  year.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  librarian,  the 
rate  was  reduced,  effecting  a  net  saving  of  fifteen  dollars  and  the  additional 
insurance  for  the  year. 

The  fuel  account  shows  an  increased  expenditure  of  $19.43  on  account  of 
the  severe  winter. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
and  Superintendent  Rau,  of  the  city  parks,  for  plants  for  the  grounds  for  this 
year,  ?.s  heretofore. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  L.  LAWLESS, 
J.  B.  RILEY. 
CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 
May  I,  1899.  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 
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OFFICERS. 

President   J.  W.  Atwill 

Vice-President   John  M.  Stewart 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  Charles  A.  Pfeiffcr 

DIRECTORS. 

Term  Expiring  1900.         Term  Expirmg  19<)1.  Term  Expiring  1902, 

J.  W.  Atwill.  Dr.  J.  R.  Riley.  H.  K.  White. 

L.  M.  Smith,  John  M.  Stewart,  Charles  A.  Pfeitfer, 
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COMMITTEES. 

LIBRARY— White,  Atwill.  McEvoy. 
ADMINISTRATION— Stewart,  Smith,  Cargill. 
BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS— Riley,  Pfeiffer,  McCord. 
FINANCE— Pfeiffer,  Smith,  Cargill. 
BY-LAWS— McEvoy,  White,  Stewart. 

LIBRARY  EMPLOYES. 

Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian. 

Lulu  C.  Senter,  Assistant  Librarian. 

General  Assistants — Annie  M.  Perry,  Cornelia  L.  Rathbun,  Eudora 
Martin,  Miranda  Olds. 

Messenger — Roy  Whitmore. 
Janitor — F.  G.  Burgderfer. 


JOHN  DECLUE, 


A  mciiil)cr  of  the  l^oard  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  St.  Joseph  since  1891.  and  President  since  1800,  departed  this  life  on  the 
23d  day  of  October,  1899. 

The  surviving-  members  adopt  this  minute  for  preservation  upon  the 
records  of  the  Board. 

We  recognize  his  faithful  services  Avhile  one  of  our  number;  he  was 
punctual  and  regular  in  his  attendance  upon  meetings  of  the  Board;  he  was 
painstaking  in  ascertaining  the  needs  of  the  library,  and  wise  in  his  coun- 
sels. Clearness  of  his  own  convictions  did  not  prevent  him  from  being 
patient  during  discussions  when  differing  views  were  presented  and  argued. 
As  presiding  officer,  he  was  courteous  and  just  in  all  of  his  rulings. 

He  was  an  earnest  believer  in  the  library,  and  was  glad  to  plan  for  its 
enlargement  and  perpetuity,  and  he  hoped  m.uch  for  its  increasing  value  a:-, 
an  educational  force  in  the  community. 

We  have  parted  from  him  with  sincere  sorrow,,  knowing  that  we  shall 
miss  his  presence  from  our  councils;  and  we  assure  his  family  of  our  un- 
feigned sympathies. 

Adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  November  9,  1S99. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  In  presenting  this,  the  tenth,  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  being  for 
the  year  ending  April  30,  1900,  I  cannot  refrain  from  congratulating  the  peo- 
ple on  their  recognition  of  the  urgent  need  of  this  institution  for  a  perma- 
nent home,  and  expressing  a  feeling  of  gratification  at  the  unanimity  of 
opinion  as  shown  at  the  polls  on  the  proposition  which  carried  $100,000  in 
bonds  for  a  library  building  containing  the  offices  of  the  school  board.  The 
fact  that  the  buTlding  to  be  erected  was  made  possible  by  the  action  of  the 
school  authorities  in  submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  when  the  library 
is  in  no  way  officially  connected  with  the  schools,  is  a  great  compliment  to 
the  library,  and  is  taken  to  mean  that  the  work  of  this  institution  on  educa- 
tional lines  meets  with  recognition  and  approval,  while  the  large  vote  cast 
for  it  in  the  midst  of  a  hardly  contested  political  campaign,  but  two  days 
after  another  special  election,  indicates  the  high  regard  in  which  it  is  held 
by  the  people. 

While  everyone  who  has  been  connected  with  the  library  from  its  in- 
ception is  entitled  to  his  or  her  full  share  of  the  credit  for  the  happy  result, 
it  is  perhaps  not  invidious  to  say  that  to  the  energy  and  strong  personal 
interest  shown  by  the  present  librarian,  Mr.  Wright,  are  present  conditions 
largely  due.  To  his  many  hours  of  careful  planning,  anxious  work  and 
zealous  efforts  to  interest  the  people,  I  bear  cheerful  witness. 

Results  obtained  show  an  increase  in  the  usefulness  of  the  library,  as 
will  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  reports  herewith  presented. 

The  librarian  calls  attention  to  one  fact  in  his  report  which  is  worthv 
of  careful  consideration,  and  that  is  the  lack  of  means  to  place  library  work 
in  St.  Joseph  at  least  on  a  par  with  other  cities  of  similar  size — to  make 
it  more  fully  meet  the  wants  of  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  public.  In 
calling  attention  to  the  large  yearly  circulation  of  the  volumes  comprising 
this  library,  it  is  said  to  be  not  necessarily  complimentary  to  St.  Josc';/ii. 
as  it  does  not  also  mean  a  large  use  of  books  by  our  people,  while  it  docs 
indicate  unmistakably  too  few  books  to  meet  the  demand,  and  that  those 
few  are  kept  in  too  active  use.  This  is  only  to  be  remedied  by  asking  for 
and  securing  a  larger  proportion  of  taxes  paid  into  the  general  administra- 
tion fund  of  the  city.  The  field  tb.e  library  is  attempting  to  occupy  grows 
more  rapidly  than  does  the  library,  and  this  institution,  instead  of  leadini^, 
as  it  should,  is  at  times  forced  to  its  utmost  in  the  endeavor  to  keep  up. 

I  believe  that  many  books  now  practically  useless  in  the  hands  of  many 
people  in  St.  Joseph,  through  having  been  read  and  laid  aside,  or  outgrown, 
or  for  other  reasons  are  not  used,  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  public 
through  being  given  to  the  library,  and  think  some  effort  shotdd  be  made 
to  make  this  fact  generally  known. 
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All  over  tlic  coiiiilry  lil)raric'.s  arc  bciiiK  recognized  almost  daily  as  most 
worthy  means  ihroiijili  which  to  henefit  the  masses  through  endowments 
and  hequesls  to  be  e\i)en(led  in  their  behalf,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
St.  Joseph  hbrary  will  not  be  among  the  last  t(^  be  used  in  furtherance  of 
sucli  a  worthy  purpose.  To  some  of  our  citizens  of  means  it  should  aj)pear 
a  pleasure  to  aid  in  the  vvork  of  education  and  general  progress  attempted 
through  the  local  library. 

In  the  death  of  President  Jf)lm  DeClue,  last  fall,  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  this  library  lost  a  most  active  and  interested  member,  wise  counselor, 
and  just  presiding  officer.  The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  follow- 
ing his  death  accompany  these  reports  as  a  small  tribute  to  his  long  service 
iind  known  interest  in  the  library's  work. 

With  the  new  building,  situated  more  centrally,  there  will  uncjuestion- 
ably  be  an  increase  in  the  demands  made  upon  the  pid)lic  library,  and  with 
this  in  view  we  ask  that  any  efforts  which  may  be  made  in  the  future  look- 
ing to  an  increase  in  the  amount  to  he  set  aside  for  library  use,  be  accorded 
your  hearty  and  undivided  sup])ort. 

The  reports  which  follow  give  in  detail  all  the  operations  of  the  library, 
including  its  use,  cost  of  operating,  and  some  earnest  recommendations. 
Their  careful  perusal  is  respectfully  requested.         Very  truly, 

j!  W.  AT  WILL, 
President  Board  of  Directors,  Public  Library. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1900. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Pubhc  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  detailed  report  of  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  April  16th,  J 900,  embracing  all  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures from  the  17th  of  April,  1899,  to  the  IGth  of  April,  1900: 


DETAILS  OF  STATEMENT  BY  TREASURER  FREE  PUBLIC  LI- 
BRARY.—SCHEDULE  A. 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer,  collected  and 
available  for  library  purposes  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  being  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  April  expenditures  of  the  Library  Board,  it  was  decided 
by  the  Library  Directors  in  session  to  take  from  its  Special  Revenue  Fund 
the  amount  necessary  to  cover  the  deficiency,  and  pay  same  over  to  the 
City  Treasurer.    This  was  done  April  loth,  1899, 

The  amount  being  .   $      154  69 

The  City  Treasurer  then  paid  outstanding  vouchers 

dated  April  18th,  1899,  in  favor  of 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.,  for  books    $       69  82 

Chas.  Scribner  &  Sons,  for  books    3  32 

William  Schroeder.  for  books   '  2  40 

W.  B.  McNutt,  for  binding   41  55 

Hyatt  Coal  Co.,  for  coal   :   21  15 

Library  Bureau,  for  supplies    16  45 


$      154  69   $      154  09 

EXPLANATION  OF  COMPTROLLER'S  MONTHLY  STATEMENT 
OF  MAY  31,  1899.— SCHEDULE  B. 

Contains  an  unexpended  appropriation  from  expired 
fiscal  year  of  $55.00,  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer, 
belonging  to  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  noted 
as  "Transfers  added"  in  Comptroller's  state- 
ment of  May  31,  1899   .$       55  00  ' 

This  sum  was  absorbed  by  outstanding  vouchers  in 
favor  of 

April  13,  1899.    Due  Burnes  estate  for  rent   $       50  00 

Dne  Granville  Adkins  for  books.  ...  2  00 

Due  Lon  Hardman  for  printing.  ...  3  00 

$       55  00    $       55  00 
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c;()Mr'y\RATIVE  STATEMENT  01<   TKKASLJR1-:R   VKEE  I'UP.LIC 
LIBRARY  ANJ)  THE  STATEiMlCNT  SHOWN  BY  CITY  COMP- 
TROLLER ON  MAY  'M,  SCHEDULE  C. 

Comptroller    shows   amount    ai)])ortioiie(l    for  J.i- 
hrary  i)tiri)oscs,  v$7,-_;i »(».<»(),  an<1  of  tliis  sum  c<)l- 

Icctcd    $    4;irj()  ]2 

The  above  sum  represents  two  items,  viz.: 

A  check  dated  April  ir,ih,  IHJli).  in  favor  of  Rice  D. 

Gilkey,    City    Treasurer,    upon    the  National 

Bank  of  St.  Joseph,  issued  hy  the  Treasurer  of 

'the  Fre(;  Public  Library   $      154  69 

And  collections  from  taxes    4,095  43^ 


$   4,250  12    $   4,250  ]2 


GENERAL    REVENUE   ACCOUNT.— RECEIPTS.— SCHEDULE  D. 

Recei])ts  from  tax  collections,  UDon  an  apportionment  made  by  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Jose])h.  Mo.,  of  $7,200.00,  and  placed  to 


the  credit  of  the  Free  Pul)lic  T.il)rary  as  collected: 

1899  May  31.  In  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  see  Schedule  A  $  154  09 

May  31,  Collections    4,095  43 

June    371  30 

July    317  44 

August    550  80 

September   376  56 

October    373  75 

November    410  40 

December      162  79 

1900  January    222  91 

February    200  45 

March  and  April    118  17 

April  4th,  deposited  with  City  l^reasurer  amount  received 

from  Treasurer  Free  Public  Library   475  0<) 


$    7,829  09 
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GENERAL  REVENUE   ACCOUNT.— DISBURSEMENTS.— SCHED- 
ULE E. 

Expenditures  embracing  salaries,  rent,  fuel,  water  and  coal,  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  periodicals  and  magazines,  cost  of  binding  and  for  sundry 
supplies  needed,  all  accounted  for  in  detail  on  separate  vouchers,  endorsed 
by  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  approved  by  its 
President,  and  on  file  with  the  Auditor  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Unpaid  April  vouchers,  see  Schedule  A  $  154  tiO 

1899  May  vouchers    599  9U 

June  vouchers    611  26 

July  vouchers    624  09 

August  vouchers    709  87 

September  vouchers    562  41 

October  vouchers    613  36 

November  vouchers    740  S7 

December  vouchers    593  37 

1900  January  vouchers      601  22 

February  vouchers    673  56 

March  vouchers    641  28 

April  vouchers    703  68 


$   7,829  65 


RECAPITULATION. 
GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT.— SCHEDULE  F. 


April  12,  1900.  Last  year's  balance  to  cover  vouch- 
ers as  per  Schedule  A  $ 

Received  from  Tax  Collections,  as 
per  Schedule  D   

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer 
check  on  Special  Revenue  Acct. 

Paid  outstanding  vouchers  from 
last  fiscal  year,  as  per  Sched- 
ule   

Paid  vouchers  as  per  Schedule.... 

Balance  in  City  Treasury  lo  the 
credit  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary   


154  69 


7,200  00 


475  00 


154  ()9 
7,674  !'6 


04 


$   7,829  69    $    7,829  ()9 
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SPECIAL  KEVENUJi  ACCOUNT.— SCll  I^DUEl-:  G. 

Amount  turned  over  to  Treasurer  Chas.  A.  Pfeiffcr  by  Purd  V>.  Wright, 
Librarian,  from  receipts  accruing  to  Si)ecial  Revenue  Account. 


hS<J!)    May  H.  Received  from  Librarian  $  15  00 

June  8.  Received  from  Librarian   "25  00 

July  JT).  Received  Irom  Librarian   32  00 

Aug.  14.  Received  from  Lil)rarian   25  00 

Sept.  14.  Received  from  I  ,il)rarian   35  00 

Oct.  12.  Received  from  Librarian   25  00 

Nov.  y.  Received  from  Librarian   33  00 

Dec.  14.  Received  from  Librarian   30  00 

1900    Jan.  11.  Received  from  Librarian   25  00 

Feb.  8.  Received  from  Librarian   30  00 

Mar.  8.  Received  from  Li!)rarian   30  00 

Apl.  12.  Received  from  Librarian   38  00 


$      343  00 

SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT.— SCHEDULE  H. 


1899. 

May  1.  Amount  on  hand,  deposited  in  National 

Bank  of  St.  Joseph    $      185  31 

May     1.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. $  15  00 

May    9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  25  00 

July    18.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  32  00 

Aug.  14.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  25  00 

Sept.  15.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  35  00 

Oct.   17.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  25  00 

Nov.  13.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  33  00 

Dec.  15.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  30  00 
i900. 

Jan.    12.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  25  00 

Feb.     9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  30  00 

Mar.    9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  30  00 

Apl.    12.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  38  00    S      343  00 


$      528  31 

Apl.  4,  1900,  gave  check  on  National  Bank  of  St.  Jo- 
seph for  City  Treasurer    475  OO 


Balance  on  hand  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Jo- 
seph   $       53  31 
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SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  I. 


The  revenue  herein  accounted  for  is  collected  by  the  Librarian  and 
his  assistants,  and  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  Librarian  at 
each  monthly  meeting: 


Received  from 

Fmes 

Supplements 

Catalogues 

Miscel. 

Dup.  Books 

1809 

May   

$25.72 

$*2.65 

$  5.70 

June  .......... 

...  33.92 

*2.55 

7.06 

July   

37.70 

$  L35 

3.75 

6.18 

August   

.. .  25.22 

1.80 

4.50 

8.13 

38.72 

1.00 

3.15 

10.63 

October   

28 . 56 

1.00 

1.65 

10.17 

November  .... 

30.00 

1.45 

3.30 

12.40 

39.50 

1.55 

3.75 

9.14 

1900 

36.  G4 

1 . 15 

2.70 

2.35 

February   

26.21 

2.00 

5.70 

7.91 

$  4.30 

March   

33.08 

1.85 

4.35 

4.39 

5.90 

April   

33.65 

1.15 

4.80 

14.20 

8.90 

$388.89 

$14.30 

$42.85 

$98.26 

$19.10 

Catalogues  and  supplements. 


RECAPITULATION. 


From  Fines   $388.89 

From  Supplements    14.30 

From  Catalogues    42.85 

From  Miscellaneous    98.26 

Duplicate  Books    19.10 


$563.40 
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SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUN  T- DISBURSEMENTS— 
SCIIEDUEE  J. 

Disbursements  by  Librarian  from  Speeial  Revenue  Eund  and  reported 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  him  at  each  monthly  meeting: 


1890. 

May    11.    Incidental  Expenses  $  17.59 

June     S.    Incidental  Expenses   1G.5G 

July    IT).    Incidental  Expenses   10.45 

Aug.  10.    Incidental  Expenses   15.71 

Sept.  14.    Incidental  Expenses   13.31 

Oct.    12.    Incidental  Expenses   17.12 

Nov.   12.    Incidental  Expenses   14.96 

Dec.    14.    Incidental  Expenses..,   21.16 

1900. 

Jan.    11.    Incidental  Expenses   21.47 

Feb.     8.    Incidental  Expenses   16.10 

Mar.    8.    Incidental  Expenses   17.23 

Apr.    12.    Incidental  Expenses   24.86 

  $  212.52 

RECAPITULATION— SCHEDULE  K. 
SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

May  1,  1899.    Balance  on  hand  with  Librarian   $  2.49 

Receipts  as  per  Schedule  1   563.40 

Incidental  Expenses,  as  per  Schedule  J..  $  212.52 

Deposited  with  Treasurer  Chas.  A..  Pfeiffer  343.00 

Balance  on  hand  with  Librarian   10.37 

$  565.89    $  565.89 


CPIAS.  A.  PFEIEEER. 

Treasurer. 


State  of  Missouri,  ) 
County  of  Buchanan,  | 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer.  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  above  set  forth  are  correct  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Gi\  en  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  Sth  day  of  May.  1900. 

(Seal.)  J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  NovemVjer  13th.  1901. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  PubHc  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  your  by-laws,  I  herewith  present  the 
annual  report  of  the  Librarian,  covering  the  work  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  for  the  tenth  year  of  its  existence,  closing  April  30,  1900.  It  is 
the  fourth  report  which  I  have  presented. 

In  a  general  way,  the  work  has  been  satisfactory.  It  is  believed  that 
the  results  obtained  will  compare  not  unfavorably  with  other  libraries 
laboring  under  similar  restrictions.  A  great  deal  has  been  attempted  in 
various  directions,  and  this  report  will  endeavor  to  show,  briefly,  what  has 
iieen  accomplished.  v 

CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY.— CIRCULATION. 

The  library  contains  18,382  volumes,  representing  a  growth  for 
the  year  of  1,124.  Number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use,  109,- 
039.  as  against  104,140  the  previous  year,  being  an  increase  of 
0.739.  In  the  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  circulating  department 
for  use  in  the  library,  an  increase  of  31.1  per  cent  is  noted.  The  growth 
in  circulation  was  not  unexpected,  as  during  the  previous  year  the  library 
was  closed  two  v.eeks  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  diphtheria.  It  has 
developed  that  that  closing  resulted  in  a  harm  which  it  will  take  time  to 
correct.  Tlie  order  closing  the  library  called  the  attention  of  many  people 
to  the  fact  that  the  board  of  health  thought  there  was  danger  in  circulat- 
ing books  during  even  a  mild  form  of  epidemic,  and  now  at  every  report 
of  several  cases  of  a  contagious  disease  in  any  portion  of  the  city,  a  marked 
falling  off  in  the  use  of  the  library  from  that  neighborhood  is  at  once 
noted.  The  library  has  just  experienced  such  a  scare,  more  general  in 
nature  than  usual,  several  cases  of  smallpox  having  been  reported,  anrl 
as  a  result  the  circulation  for  the  month  of  April  showed  a  decided  falling 
off.  It  is  the  first  month  since  September  failing  to  show  an  increase 
when  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year  previous.  The 
library  force  explains  the  plan  of  receiving  daily  reports  from  the  health 
department,  and  the  handling  of  suspected  books,  but  it  seems  to  have 
little  effect. 

The  apparent  increase  in  the  percentage  of  fiction,  while  small,  will 
be  understood  when  it  is  known  that  heretofore  the  total  circuhition  of 
books  in  the  German  language,  on  account  of  not  being  classified,  have 
been  entered  under  the  separate  heading,  "German  books."  This  circula- 
tion is  now,  as  has  been  heretoff^re.  almost  entirely  from  the  fiction  depart- 
ment. This  year  the  rccf)rd  f)f  the  circulation  of  these  books  is  include:! 
in  the  regular  classes. 
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CARD  HOLDERS.  • 

Tlic  nuinl)cr  of  actual  card  holders  is  4,011,  an  increase  of  327  for  the 
year.  This  increase  may  be  reasonably  aeonnted  for  by  extra  efforis 
through  the  scliools,  and  the;  extension  of  the  city  limits. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

Work  with  the  schools  has  progressed  favorably,  and  better  re- 
sults have  been  obtained  than  heretofore.  The  lack  of  a 
sufficient:  number  of  books  to  place  special  collections  in  the 
different  schools,  or  to  permit  the  teachers  to  have  books  for 
school  use  on  special  cards,  necessitated  other  means  being  tried.  The 
experiment  of  last  year,  that  of  preparing  (with  the  aid  of  committees  of 
teachers)  a  graded  list  of  books,  was  extended.,  to  include  books  suitable 
for  pupils  in  grades  four  to  eight.  The  expense  of  printing  this  list,  pur- 
chasing the  machine  slugs  for  future  use,  and  placing  a  copy  thereof  in 
the  hands  of  each  pupil  in  the  grades  designated,  with  other  copies  for 
special  use,  was  borne  by  the  school  board.  This  is  notable  as  the  first 
contribution  from  this  source  to  library  work  in  St.  Joseph.  Results  were 
highly  pleasing,  the  increase  in  the  number,  of  patrons  being  largely  from 
the  schools,  while  the  use  of  books  in  the  history  classes  increased  44.77 
per  cent,  with  proportionate  gains  in  the  use  of  books  in  literature,  travel, 
natural  science,  etc.  The  offer  of  a  number  of  prizes  by  myself,  with  the 
full  approval  of  the  school  authorities,  was  possibly  partly  responsible  for 
this  showing.    Final  results  will  not  be  kn(jwn  for  some  weeks. 

BULLETIN  LISTS. 

The  usual  number  of  bulletins,  compiled  from  newspaper  machine  slugs 
(after  publication  in  the  St.  Joseph  Daily  Herald  and  St.  Joseph  Daily 
Gazette),  have  been  issued,  and  a  second  supplement  to  the  finding  list 
will  be  ready  within  a  few  weeks.  The  lists  of  most  importance  issued 
during  the  year  comprised  one  on  South  Africa,  first  having  been  published 
in  all  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  and  a  special  list  of  books  for  bus- 
iness men,  compiled  originally  for  the  economic  league,  and  published  in 
the  St.  Joseph  Daily  News.  The  slugs  were  in  each  instance  loaned  to  the 
library  without  charge. 

REVISION  OF  CARD  CATALOGUE. 

The  most  important  strictly  library  work  is  that  now  nearing 
completion  on  the  card  catalogue.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
keep  track  of  the  actual  number  of  cards  w-ritten  in  making  it 
a  complete  author,  title  and  class  catalogue  of  the  contents  of  the  library, 
but  the  fact  that  3,453  guide  cards  and  'iLOOO  regular  cards  were  used 
(which  takes  no  account  of  many  cards  corrected  and  old  cards  written 
on  reverse  side),  some  idea  of  its  magnitude  may  be  had.    This  work  has 
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been  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter,  assistant 
librarian,  and  to  her  energy  may  be  attributed  the  large  amount  of  work 
done.  The  cards  were  written  on  the  machine  by  Misses  Olds  and  Martin. 
Of  course  it  is  understood  that  this  work  was  in  connection  with  regular 
library  duties,  none  of  which  were  neglected. 

REFERENCE  ROOM. 

The  volumes  in  the  reference  room  have  been  catalogued,  and  a  new 
shelf  list  is  nearly  completed.  This  room  is  still  absolutely  open  to  the  public, 
without  the  slightest  safeguard  or  surveillance,  and  this  fact  has  again  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  dishonest  persons,  who  have  stolen  five  volumes. 
Those  missing  are  Electrical  Dictionary,  Italian-English  Dictionary,  Laws 
of  Mines  and  Mining,  Dictionary  of  United  States  History,  and  Handbook 
of  European  History.  The  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  this  department 
is  noted,  both  by  pupils  in  the  schools  and  the  general  public. 

SPECIAL  DUPLICATES. 

The  inability  of  the  library  to  supply  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of 
late  popular  books  led  to  a  trial  of  the  plan  inaugurated  in  the  St.  Louis 
Public  Library  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Crunden  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  still  in 
successful  operation,  that  of  purchasing  extra  copies  which  are  issued  only 
on  the  paym.ent  of  a  small  sum.  An  extra  card  was  devised,  and  these  are 
sold  to  regular  patrons  at  ten  cents  each,  upon  which  one  book  from  the 
special  duplicate  collection  may  be  secured  and  retained  two  weeks,  thus 
leaving  the  regular  card  free  for  any  purpose  wished.  The  first  purchase 
embraced  copies  of  "David  Harum"  (Westcott),  "Richard  Carvel" 
(Churchill),  "Janice  Merideth"  (Ford),  "When  Knighthood  was  in  Flower" 
(Major),  followed  later  by  "In  Connection  with  the  DeWilloughby  Claim'' 
(Burnett),  "To  Have  and  to  Hold"  (Johnston),  "Red  Pottage"  (Chol- 
mondeley),  "Gentleman  from  Indiana"  (Tarkington),  and  one  or  two 
others,  at  a  total  cost  of  $42.0(5,  with  a  return  of  $24.30,  the  books  still  in 
active  demand  and  in  good  condition.  The  experiment  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, and  will  be  extended  as  occasion  warrants.  It  is  destined  to  bring 
relief  to  the  fiction  department,  and  at  little  or  no  cxix  nso  to  tin-  library. 
It  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  library  patrons,  except  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  copies  have  in  no  instance  been  supplied  to  meet  the 
demand. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

There  is  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  the  delivery  stations  and  a  constant 
call  for  more  of  them.  The  increase  in  number  of  volumes  issued  through 
these  was  1,227,  or  22  per  cent.  Station  No.  1,  located  in  North  St.  Josepli, 
has  been  removed  to  a  more  populous  neighborhood,  while  still  serving 
the  same  section.  It  is  now  located  in  the  store  of  John  Moeck,  1828  St. 
Joseph  avenue.  Mr.  Moeck  takes  a  warm  personal  interest  in  library 
work.    Stations  2  (Wyatt  Park)  and  3  (South  Park)  are  unchanged,  being 
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still  in  charge  of  Mr.  Koch  and  Dr.  Feltenstein,  respectively.  These  gen- 
tlcnun  have  conducted  these  stations  without  charge  for  nearly  three 
years,  and  continue  as  active  in  the  jiood  work  as  ever.  Station  4,  re- 
cently established  in  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Field,  2G15  Frederick  avenue, 
is  becoming  ])()])ular,  and  supplies  the  wants  of  an  extensive  territory.  Sta- 
tion just  established  in  the  stock  yards  district,  promises  to  become 
the  most  extensively  used  station  operated  by  the  library.  An  interesting 
experiment  is  being  watched  in  connection  with  this  station,  being  the 
estal)lishment  of  a  reading  room.  The  station  and  reading  room  is  oper- 
ated at  the  expense  of  the  members  of  Gooding  Chapel,  of  which  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Wimberly  is  pastor,  assisted  by  the  business  men  of  that  sec- 
tion. The  idea  is  Rev.  Wind)erly's,  and  to  his  progressiveness  the  suc- 
cess so  far  attained  is  tlue.  The  reading  rooms  are  very  pleasantly  ar- 
ranged, and  are  >)])cu  Tncschiy  and  h^riday  mornings  for  the  receipt  of 
books  to  be  forwarded  to  the  lil>rary,  rind  each  afternoon  and  evening  from 
2  to  K'  o'clock.  The  library  is  doing  all  it  can  to  make  the  station  ana 
reading  room  attractive,  having  placed  a  number  of  periodicals  at  thj 
disposal  of  those  conducting  it,  and  loaned  a  carefully  selected  lot  of  books. 
50  volumes.  These  are  to  be  changed  from  time  to  time,  and  the  number 
increased  as  the  demand  warrants.  Rev.  Wimberly  is  satisfied  with  the 
results  so  far,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  library  will  soon  be  in 
position  to  estaljlish  a  regular  branch  library  there,  his  congregation  stand- 
ing ready  to  erect  an  additional  room,  which  will  be  provided  free  when 
the  library  is  in  condition  to  furnish  books  and  a  trained  attendant.  That 
section  of  the  citv  is  growing  rapidly,  and  this  is  a  question  which  will 
needs  be  met. 

COUNTY  USE  QF  LIBRARY. 

As  to  some  outside  work  attempted,  the  effort  to  extend  the  use  of 
the  library  to  the  entire  county,  for  a  small  consideration,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  heretofore  mentioned,  was  progressing  favorably,  when 
plans  for  securing  a  new  building  developed,  and  this  interfered  with  fur- 
ther progress.  A  sufficient  number  of  signatures  to  the  petition  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law  liave  been  secured,  but  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  secure  more  than  was  required  by  lavv,  and  it  has  not  been  presented  to 
the  county  court.  It  is  hoped  to  have  this  matter  definitely  settled  before 
September,  so  that  if  a  contract  is  made  with  the  court,  time  may  be  had 
for  deve]oping  plans  to  start  the  work  before  schools  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts open. 

BINDERY  EXPENSE. 

Books  and  periodicals  sent  to  tiie  bindery  for  binding  and  rebinding 
numbered  1.344.  and  the  aggregate  cost  was  $073.20.  This  includes  a  num- 
ber of  volumes  which  were  bound  in  a  style  which  increased  the  cost,  on 
account  of  the  value  and  the  large  use  of  the  volumes.  The  bindery  bill 
lor  the  ensuing  year  is  expected  to  show  a  further  increase,  as  the  number 
of  class  books  requiring  atten.tion  grows  larger  each  year.  The  time  is 
looked  forward  to  when  the  lil^rary  will  be  prepared  to  operate  its  own 
bindery. 
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A  WORD  IN  GENERAL. 

The  St.  Joseph  librciry  is  possibly  among  the  smallest  in  point  of  vol- 
umes owned  in  a  city  of  the  size  of  St.  Joseph  in  the  country,  and  the 
money  at  its  command  accounts  for  this  fact — not  being  sufficient  to  per- 
mit of  its  more  rapid  growth.  The  large  circulation  of  its  few  book? 
entails  a  heavy  expense  in  rebinding  and  replacing  worn-out  volumes.  This 
will  necessarily  continue  in  an  increasing  ratio  until  a  larger  number  of 
volumes  are  secured.  With  the  new  building,  arranged  on  modern  lines, 
with  an  eye  to  economy  of  administration,  it  will  be  possible  to  handle  a 
much  larger  circulation  than  at  present  without  a  proportionate  increase 
in  the  number  of  employes;  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  highest  results  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  more  books. 

The  library  has  had  an  extensive  use  since  its  opening  early  in  1891, 
the  volumes  in  the  circulating  department  being  in  especial  demand,  the 
average  issue  being  over  eight  times  a  year.  This  does  not  indicate  any- 
thing further  than  a  most  active  circulation  of  a  comparatively  few  books, 
and  rare  patience  on  the  part  of  its  patrons. 

During  the  last  four  yer:rs  nearly  3,000  volumes  have  been  withdrawn, 
mostly  worn  out,  being  21  per  cent  of  the  number  at  present  in  the  circit- 
lating  department;  for  the  year  just  closed  withdrawals  were  7  per  cent. 

A  lack  of  means  prevents  the  development  of  the  work  of  the  library 
in  any  direction  to  its  fidlest  extent.  While  it  has  done,  and  is  doing, 
much  with  the  money  used,  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  more  than  touch  upon 
the  opportunities  open  to  it.  In  no  way  has  it  been  possible  to  occupy 
any  field  completely  without  neglecting  some  other  work,  possibly  as  im- 
portant. In  school  wo^k  better  results  have  been  obtaitied  than  in  any 
other  direction,  because  special  efforts  have  been  made  to  this  end.  Even 
here  real  workers  are  not  satisfied,  and  cannot  be,  for  they  see  what  great 
results  are  obtained  with  so  little  effort  and  the  use  of  a  comparatively 
small  amount  of  mon  jy.  Outside  of  work  on  educational  lines,  practically 
all  effort  to  increase  circulation  (merely  as  circulation)  have  been  aban- 
doned, it  being  deemed  unvv'ise  and  a  waste  of  time  to  urge  the  use  of  the 
library  by  general  readers  when  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  meet  their 
wants. 

St.  Joseph  presents  a  wide  field  for  library  work,  in  that  there  are 
no  educational  institutions  in  the  city  outside  the  public  schools  and  schools 
of  like  nature  (parochial,  Christian  Brothers'  College,  Sacred  Heart  Con- 
vent), and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  fill  it. 

Conservative  estimates  of  the  population  of  the  city  place  it  at  from 
7r),000  to  85,000  inhabitants.  The  present  library  revenue,  therefore,  indi- 
cates a  cost  for  conducting  it  of  less  than  10  cents  per  inhabitant.  The  new 
library  law,  the  evident  interest  of  the  people  in  the  library,  point  to  the 
only  solution  of  the  problem. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
board  for  their  kindly  consideration  at  all  times,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
great  help  of  those  connected  with  me  in  all  library  work. 
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I'^illowin^  will  be  found  (J)  the  financial  statement  oi  the  librarian, 
(2)  accessions,  {'A)  circulation  statistics,  (1)  list  of  donors,  (5)  list  of  bound 
nia}->a/.ines  in  reference  room,  and,  after  the  committee  reports,  a  brii-f 
sketch  of  the  work  of  the  library  durinj^  its  ten  years'  existence,  with  a  list 
of  library  i)ublications,  etc.    I'^espect fully  submitted. 


Before  me,  Edward  S.  Dou<r1as,  a  notary  puldic  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  apix-arcd  Purd  R.  Wri<j:ht,  hlirarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Si.  joscpli,  ?vIo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  herein  relatint>-  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library, 
books  added  and  withdrawn,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 


Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of  May,  1900.  Commission 
expires  Nov.  1(5,  1900. 


I'LIRI)  B.  WRIGHT.  Librarian. 


belief. 


EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 

Notary  Public. 


(Seal.) 


(I)— FINANCIAL. 


DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  library  employes 

Books   

Periodicals   

Binding  

Rent   

Heat   

Janitor  Serviae   

Printing  and  Stationery  . 

Postage   

Furniture   

Repairs   

Insurance   

Miscellaneous   


$   3,949  00 


1,421  40 
343  62 
673  26 
450  00 
144  47 
229  00 
85  70 
20  00 
84  75 
58  10 
75  00 
144  66 


$ 


7,674  96 


LIBRARY  COLLECTIONS. 
RECEIPTS. 


Brought  forNvard   

Received  from  fines   

Catalogues  and  supplements 

Special  books   

Miscellaneous  sources   


2  49 

388  89 
57  15 
19  10 

98  26 


565  39 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Deposited  with  Treasurer  $      343  00 

*Incidental  expenses    212  52 

Forward   •   10  37 


$      565  ^9 

*The  incidental  expense  account  includes  all  postage  of  the  library 
other  than  printed  postal  cards,  freight,  cartage  jand  express  on  books, 
delivery  station  expenses,  the  purchase  of  ink,  pens,  pencils  and  like  small 
supplies. 


(2)— ACCESSIONS. 


Number  volumes  reported  April  30.  1899   17,256 

Volumes  reported  missing,  since  found    2  17,258 

Accessions  year  ending  April  30,  1900: 

Purchased   1,429 

Periodicals  bound    214 

Donations  classified    135 

Deposited  by  government    269  2,047 

Less  withdrawals: 

Worn  out    887 

Lost  and  paid  for    15 

Exchanged   7 

Missing   14  923 

Net  increase  for  the  year    1,124 


Total  volumes  now  in  library   18,382 
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ACCESSIONS   AND   WJTJ I DRAWA  J.S  CLASSIFIED   FOR  YEAR 
ENDING  APRIL  IK),  1900. 


Accessions.  Wilhdravvals.  Net  Gain. 
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20 

Philosophy 

28 

I 

27 

  29 

3 

2«) 

Sociology   

  64 

0 
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Natural  Science   
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66 

Useful  Arts 

25 

3 

22 

Fine  Arts  

  29 

3 

20 

Literature   

  53 

17 

36 

  23 

1 

22 

  98 

11 

87 

Biography   

  76 

10 

66 

History   

  160 

13 

147 

  197 

15 

182 
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26 
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Grand  Total  
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Vrcc.  P-ublic  I.ihrary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

(uMillemen:  Additions  to  the  library  durini^  the  year  aggregate  2,047, 
as  lolh'vvs:  1,420  purchased.  214  periodicals  bound,  135  donations  classified, 
i'.nd  2ii!'  dei)osited  by  the  United  States  Government.  Withdrawals  were 
!(2.'5,  ol  which  887  were  worn  out,  7  partial  set  withdrawn  and  replaced  by 
conii)lctc  set.  l")  lost  and  paid  for,  14  missing.  The  library  now  contains 
18,38-_'  \-.)!  11 11  ICS. 

C"«)nti)iuc(l  care  is  exercised.  i)i  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the 
public.  The  constant  endeavor  is  to  make  the  growth  of  the  different 
library  departments  as  uniform  as  possible,  while  at  the  same  time  meet- 
ing the  wants  and  real  needs  of  its  patrons. 

This  committee  has  done  its  utmost  to  improve  the  taste  of  the  general 
reader  by  endeavoriiig  to  supply  -them  with  the  best  books  published, 
within  its  means,  while  dropping  from  the  library  shelves  volumes  of  less 
merit.  Every  effort  is  made  to  supply  the  student  in  any  department  with 
the  volumes  absolutely  necessarv  for  a  correct  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject under  his  consideration.  Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  complet- 
ing some  important  sets  of  periodicals  indexed  in  Poole,  with  fairly  sat- 
isfactory results,  while  other  sets  have  been  added.  The  most  important  oi 
this  latter  c^ass  is  the  Magazine  of  American  History,  Chautauquan,  Au- 
thor (donated),  Hours  at  Home  (donated).  The  report  of  the  librarian 
shows  the  magazines  now  in  the  reference  room,  the  complete  sets  being 
indicated. 

The  hope  is  again  expressed  that,  in  consideration  of  the  work  it  is 
attemptii'g,  the  library  v,nll  be  considered  worthy  of  endowment  in  some 
of  its  departments  by  citizens  of  St.  Joseph. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  McEVOY, 
J.  W.  ATWILL, 
H.  K.  WHITE, 

Library  Committee. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1.  1000. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Lil^rary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  The  repoit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Li- 
brarian have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct,  setting  forth  in  detail 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year,  together  with  all  the  financial 
transactions. 

The  apportionment  of  funds  for  library  purposes  for  the  year  just  begun 
has  been  made  by  the  finance  committee  of  the  city  council,  and  amounts  to 
$7,500,  an  increase  of  $800  apportioned  last  year.  This  was  the  sum  asked 
for,  the  many  demands  upon  the  city  for  money  being  the  reason  this  con- 
mittee  did  not  attempt  to  secure  a  greater  sum. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.   A.  PFETFFER, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
LEWIS  M.  SMITH, 

Finance  Committee. 

St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  1  1900. 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  An  examination,  made  at  the  usual  time,  shows  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  ihe  library  to  be  :is  good  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
The  rooms  and  shelves  are  over-crowded,  but  in  view  of  the  hope  that  the 
new  buildmg  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  within  a  year,  little  expense  will 
be  incured  to  remedy  this  condition  at  this  time. 

The  year's  statistics  show  that  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out  is  again 
quite  large,  and  from  this  time  will  probably  gradually  increase  until  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  largely  added  to.  The  system  of  re- 
pairs,  etc.,  inaugurated  under  the  present  administration,  and  which 
resulted  last  year  in  a  large  saving  in  the  matter  of  longer  service  froni  the 
books,  has  reached  the  limit,  and  the  old  rate  ol  withdrawals  will  again 
begin. 

The  library  force  has  continued  unchangc  l  tlirouglunit  the  year. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  STEWART, 
CHAS.  P.  CARGILL, 
L.  M.  SMITH, 
Administration  Committee. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  M?y  1.  lOOI.V 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  lioard  of  Directors  of  the  Fre(;  Public  Library,  St.  Jo.scph,  Mo. 


(icnlloii'.cn :  Voiir  coniniiltcc  on  building  and  ground.s  submits  here- 
with a  rei)ori  of  the  expenditures  in  the  department  under  its  charge  (hiring 
the  year  en(hng  April  -'{O,  iliOO,  as  re(iuireii  Ijy  the  by-laws: 

Kent     $        50  00 

Janitor  service    229  00 

Insurance    75  00 

Fuel    144  47 

Furniture    84  75 

Repairs    58  10 

Water    28  80 

Ice    5  05    $    1,075  77 


The  increased  expenditure  for  furniture  was  necessitated  by  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lu  \\  c:ird-oatal(>guc  case.  Ail  expenditures  were  made  on  ap- 
proval of  the  board  o\  directors. 

'i'i.e  resignation  of  David  McKinney  as  janitor  was  accepted  in  Octo- 
ber, the  vacancy  being  fdled  by  tiie  appointment  of  F.  G.  Burgderfer. 

As  heretofore,  the  Park  Commissioners  and  Park  Superintendent  Rau 
have  agreed  to  furnish  plants  and  flowers  for  the  l)eautifying  of  the 
grounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 
J.  B.  RILEY, 

Building  and  Grounds  Committee. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1900. 

(4j— DONATIONS. 


Vols.    Nos.    Pamp;  NAME. 

1  Aguilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y. 

1       ...  Amick,  W.  K.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1       ...       ...  Atkinson,  Edward,  Brookhne,  Mass. 

10    Bender,  John  C,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1       ...       ...  Benjamin    Franklin  Statue  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

533       144       100  Bittinger,  Maj.  J.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

4  Board  of  Trustees,  A^merican  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind. 

  4  Boston  Book  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

  3  Bronson   Library,  VVaterbury,  Conn. 

  1  Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  Mass. 

  3  Buffalo  Public   Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

12    Bullard,  Rev.  Henry,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

  8  Canada   Department  of  Agriculture. 

1  Carnegie   Free   Library,  Alleghany,  Pa. 
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4  Carnegie  Library,  Homestead,  Pa. 
1  Chicago  (111.)  Public  Library. 

1  Cleveland   (O.)  Public  Library, 

2  Dayton  (O.)  Public  Library. 

1  Depew,    Chauncey  M.,  New  York. 

Doniphan,  Col.  John,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  . 
Eckel,  E.  J.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  ^ 

1  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 

2  Erie  (Pa.)  Public  Library. 

1  Evanston  (111.)   Free  Public  Library. 

1  Forbes   Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 

1  Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

1  Grand   Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library. 

1  Guthrie,  Dr.  K.  S.,  Oaklyn,  N.  J. 
C  Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

2  Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library. 
Henry,  Mrs.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

2  Holman,  Glenn  O.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1  1  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Co.,  New  York. 

7  Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1  James  Prendergast  Free  Li1)rary,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

5  Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library. 

1  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 
5  Lawrence    (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

2  Library    Company  of   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

2  Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library. 
1  Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 

,  ^       5  Madison  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

3  Melville,   Commodore,  Geo.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
1  Mercantile   Library,  New  York. 

5  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

1  National  Education  Association. 

8  Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Librar>. 

1  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  111. 

8  New  Haven  (Conn.)  Free  Public  Library. 

2  Newton  (Mass.)  Free  PuIjHc  Library. 

9  New  York  Public  Library. 

1  New  York  State  College  of  Forestry. 

1  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111. 

G  Omaha  (Neb.)    Public  Library. 

Packard,    Rev,   W.  F.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  subscription 
to  the  Illustrated  American  Methodist  Monthly. 

1  4  Park  College,  Parkville,  Mo. 

1  Patcrson  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Lil)rary. 

1  Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 

8  Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library, 

(i  Pratt  Institute,  lirooklyn,  N.  Y. 

11  Providence  (R.  I.)  I-ublic  Lil)rary. 
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  ^>  Quincy  (111.)  i^ihlic  T.ihrnry. 

  Kces,  (u'oifre,  Si.  j()sc])li.  Mo. 

1    Rutt,  Chris   r...  St.  Jo.scph,  Mo. 

  1  Salem    (Mass.)  Puhlic  Library. 

  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Public  Library. 

  1  Scranton   (Pa.)  Public  Library. 

  2  St.  I  >ouis  (Mo.)  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

3  St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 

1    Taylor,  C.  F..  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

2  000       ...  Taylor.  F.   M..  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

2  Toronto  (Canada)  Public  Library. 
  2  Tufts   Library,   Weymouth,  Mass. 

2       ...       ...  Turner,  Mrs.  Thos.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

7       ...  University  of  Missouri  News  Letter. 

7    Warren.  Mrs.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

3  Warren  County  (111.)    Library   and    Reading  Room 

Association. 

0       ...  White.  H.  K.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

2    Wild,  E.  O.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  (and  photos). 

....  1  William  Jewell    College,  Liljerty,  Mo. 

3  Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

2  Wisconsin  Free  Libr.iry  Commission. 

2  2  2  Wiziardi,  R()])ert,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

2       ...        ...  Wood,  Henry. 


(5) — Bound  Magazines  in  Reference  Room. 


American  Electrician. 
*American  Historical  Review. 
^American  Illustrated  IMethodist 

Magazine. 
''American  Journal  of  Politics. 

(Magazine  of  Civics.) 
American  Teacher,  1891-date. 
*Arena. 
.\rt  Amateur. 
Art  Interchange. 
Athenaeum  (London), 
^Atlantic  Monthly. 
'•Author.. 

*Birds  (And  All  Nature). 

Blackwoods. 

*Bookman. 

*  Bulletin  of  Bibliography. 
'''Century. 

Chambers'  Journal. 
"'Chaulauquan. 
Contemporary  Review. 
*Cosmopolitan. 


Journal  of  Education. 
*Land  of  Sunshine. 
Library  Journal. 
LipT>incott. 

*Litteirs  Living  Age. 

'"''McClure's  l^.lagazine. 

Macmillan's. 

Magazine  of  Art. 

*  Magazine  of  American  LI  i  story. 

^Magazine  of  Western  History. 

*^';ssionary  Review  of  the  W^orld. 

*Munsey's  ^lagazine.  (Monthly). 

Nation. 

New  England  Magazine.    (2d  series 

complete). 
New  England  Geneological  and 

Historical  Register. 
Nineteenth  Century. 
North  American  Review. 
Outing. 
Outlook. 
Overland 
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Critic. 

^Current  History. 
*Current  Literature. 
Dial. 

Eclectic  Magazine.    {'26  series  com- 
plete). 
*Educational  Review. 
Fortnightly  Review. 
*Forum. 
*Galaxy. 

Godey's  Lady's  Book. 
*Harper's  Magazine. 
Harper's  Weekly. 
Harper's  Young  People. 
*riours  at  Home. 
Illustrated  American. 
Illustrated  London  News. 
Illustrated  News  of  the  World. 
Inland  Printer. 


^Popular  Science. 
Postal  Record. 
*Public  Libraries. 
Public  Opinion. 
^Putnam's  Magazine. 
*Review  of  Reviews. 
School  Journal. 

Scientific  American.  1856-date. 
Scientific  American  Supplement. 
*Scribner's  Monthly. 
*Scribner's  Magazine. 
Southern  Magazine. 
St.  Nicholas. 
Universal  Review. 
Western  Electrician. 
Westminster  Review. 
Wide  Awake. 

William  and  Mary  Colleg*"  Quarterly. 
*Complete  sets. 


List  of  Members  of  Library  Board,  1890-1900. 

Alphabetically  Arranged. 


Atwill  J.  W  1895-1898- J  890-1900.   (Unexpired  term 

of  J.  DeClue.) 
Rittinger,  J.  L  1890-1892. 

Bullard  Rev.  Henry   189r)-189().    (Unexpired  term  of  Rev. 

Foote). 

Cargill,  C.  P  :  1899-date. 

DeClue  John   1891-1899.  (Died  October  23,  1899). 

Foote,  H.  L  189(l-189.V  (Resigned). 

Getchell,  H.  G  1890-18!K5. 

Gordon.  W.  H  1894-1897. 

Hall,  Willard  P  1890-1891. 

Hendley,  G.  W  1890-189«;. 

Hull,  Mrs.  G.  C  r  1890.  (Resigned). 

Hull,  G.  C  189(1  1  so:)  

Johnson,  J.  T  ISIIO- IS9_'. 

Lawless,  Rev.  J.  L  is<)(i- 1  iloo.  (Resigned). 

Lemon,  Mrs.  J.  S  l.^Od.    (  kr^ioned). 

McCord.  S.  H  1X!'9  (i;,t  c. .  . 

McEvoy,  Jas.  A  ]8!)7-(late. 

Morlock,  W.  H  lS!)r,-1898. 

Neelcy.  E.  B  1H90-JM)(;. 

Newburger,  B  1890-1x97. 

Pfeiffer,  C.  A  189(i-(late. 

Pitts,  Dr.  Barton   1892-1898.  .. 

Riley,  Dr.  J.  B  181t8-datc. 

Schultz.  C   T   1892-1895. 

Smith,  Dr.  J.  F  1890.  (Resigned). 

Smith.  L.  M  1897-date. 

Stewart.  J.  M  1898- date. 

White,  H.  K  189G-datc. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 

I^y  vole  of  tlu'  people  at  the  regular  city  election  in  Ai)ril,  1800,  the 
h'ree  'I'uhlic  Library  was  ordered  established.  Tn  the  month  of  January 
])rec((lln^,  a  lethal  i)ctition  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council,  askin^; 
tli:\i  llu'  (|iu  sli()ii  nl  1(  \  yiiig  a  tax  of  three-tenths  of  a  mill  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  free  public  library  be  submittecl  to  the 
voters.  The  ordinance  subnmtin'4  the  question  was  passed  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  and,  at  the  ensuing  election,  the  proposition  carried  by  a  major- 
ity of  5.722. 

FIRST  BOy\RD  OK  DlRiiCTORS. 

Following  the  election,  the  first  lioard  of  Directors  was  aj)pointed, 
consisting  of  Rev.  H.  T..  Foote.  F.  P..  >Ueley.  Willard  P.  Hal!,  H.  G. 
Getchell,  j.  Francis  Smith.  P..  Ne^^'bn^gc'-.  Ccor.-c  VV.  Hcndley,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Lemon  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Hull.  Rev.  I'oote  was  elected  president,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  1895,  when  lie  resigned  on  account  of  removing 
from  the  city;  E.  B.  Neelcy,  vice-president;  H.  G.  Getchell,  secretary. 
After  serving  on  the  board  but  a  short  time,  Mrs.  Lemon,  Mrs.  Hull  and 
Mr.  Smith  resigned,  being  succeeded  by  J.  T.  Johnson,  George  C.  Hull  and 
J.  L.  P)ittinger.  Rev.  Henry  Bullard  sncceeded  to  the  presidency  on  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  Foote,  serving  until  the  following  June,  v.dien  John 
DeCluc  was  elected  and  filled  the  position  until  his  death,  October  23,  1800. 
He  was  succeeded  by  J.  W.  Atwill. 

SUCCEEDS  TO  PROPERTY  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  St.  Joseph  Public  Library  Association,  organized  in  1887,  had, 
througli  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  T.  F.  VanNattn.  Mrs.  George  C.  Hull,  Mrs. 
John  S.  Lemon  and  others,  :iccnnuilalcd  .':._'7(i  volumes,  with  some  furniture. 
Upon  the  successful  termination  of  the  Free  P'.iblic  Library  movement  and 
the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Directors,  these  were  turned  over  to  the 
Free  Public  Library,  and  still  heads  the  ]i.-5t  of  donations  in  point  of  value. 
It  is  but  just  to  say  that  it  was  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  named  above  and 
their  associates  to  establish  and  maintain  a  subscription  library,  the  hard 
work  they  were  doing,  and  the  good  resulting  from  the  very  limited  means 
at  command,  which  brought  out  the  necessity  for  a  library  as  a  public 
charge. 

LIBRARIANS. 

Henry  J.  Carr  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was  appointed  the  first  librarian, 
and  assumed  charge  Oct.  IG,  1890,  remaining  until  August,  1891.  when  he 
accepted  a  similar  position  in  the  Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library.  The 
late  George  T.  Wright,  then  a  resident  of  California,  was  named  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  but  declined,  and  Wm.  H.  Culver  received  the  appointment.  He 
resigned  the  following  May.  and  Miss  L.  C.  Senter  was  installed  as  acting 
librarian  until  July  10,  1892,  v.hen  Henry  L.  Elmendorf  was  appointed 
librarian,  serving  until  Sept.  30,  1896,  when  he,  too,  resigned,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  incumbent. 
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ATTEMPTS  TO  INCREASE  LIBR^.RY  REVENUES. 

In  1895  an  effort  was  mjKfe  to  increase  the  proportion  of  taxes"  for 
library  purpose.s  to  one  mill.  The  proposition,  submitted  at  a  regular 
election,  was  defeated,  securing  3.179  votes,  which  was  not  a  majority  of 
the  voters  voting  at  the  election.  There  were  but  542  votes  cast  against  it. 
In  1897  another  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the  library  tax,  the  amount 
asked  for  being  six-tenths  of  a  mill.  Failing  again  to  receive  the  required 
majority  (3,583  for  to  891  against),  it  was  realized  that  under  the  existing 
library  and  election  law  s  it  would  be  all  but  impossible  to  again  secure 
the  necessary  votes,  and  in  1898  a  bill  amending  the  library  law  was  drafted 
and  submitted  to  the  state  legislature.  After  several  months  of  anxious 
work  it  became  a  law  in  June.  1899.  Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  it  is 
necessary  to  secure  only  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  library  proposi- 
tion to  establish  a  free  public  library  or  to  increase  a  tax  already  ordered, 
instead  of  a  majority  of  voters  voting  at  the  election  on  all  propositions. 
The  proposition  may  be  sulmiitted  at  a  special  election,  if  it  is  deemed  ad- 
visable to  remove  it  entirely  from  political  entanglements.  The"  law  also 
provides  for  extending  the  use  of  a  library  to  the  citizens  of  the  county  in 
which  it  may  be  located  by  authorizing  the  county  court  to  contract  there- 
for, paying  for  the  privilege  from  the  regular  county  revenues.  The  county 
court  of  this  county  would  have  been  asked  to  p.iss  upon  this  question  some 
time  since,  but  that  the  movement  which  was  inaugurated  to  this  end  was 
permitted  to  lapse  on  account  of  the  new  building  proposition. 


GROWTH,  EXPENSE  AND  USE  OF  LIBRARY. 


The 

following  table 

shows  the  growth,  expenses 

and  use  of  the  library. 

by  years. 

,  since  its  establishment: 

Year  ending    No.  vols. 

Card 

Vols. 

April  30 

in  Library 

Expenses 

Circulation 

Holders 

Withdrawn 

1891 

5,510 

$5,550  04 

*7,87() 

1,546 

1892 

6,774 

7,305  13 

**92,342 

3,882 

9 

1893 

***9,713 

7.029  08 

92,714 

3,840 

110 

1894 

11,512 

7,581  19 

100,924 

3,866 

389 

1895 

12,859 

7.140  15 

108,892 

4,103 

204 

6,009  16 

109,073 

4,167 

375 

1897 

14,839 

8,238  12 

120,853 

4,347 

720 

1898 

15,777 

7,629  43 

117,483 

4,352 

868 

1899 

17,226 

7,261  10 

xl04,14(; 

4,284 

352 

1900 

18.382 

7,674  96 

109,939 

4,608 

909 

*Circulating  department  opened  March  16. 


**Closed  one  week  on  account  of  removal. 

***Government  collection  added  from  St.  Joseph  Mechanical  Library 
Association. 

xClosed  two  weeks  by  order  board  of  health  on   account  diphtheria 
epidemic. 
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LOCATION  OF  IJIiRARY. 

Until  Nov.  1890.  tlic  library  occupied  the  sccoiul  floor  oi  the 
Samuels  building,  which  h;i(J  also  been  used  by  the  Library  Association, 
at  Sixth  and  Charles  streets.  On  tlie  dati  named  it  was  removed  to  Tenth 
and  Sylvanie,  its  present  location.  The  j-roperty  selected  as  the  site  the 
new  library  building.  Tenth  and  h'elix  streets,  is  three  blocks  nearer  the 
business  portion  of  the  city,  convenient  to  street  car  lines,  with  no  hill  to 
climb. 


PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  LIBRARY, 
J  899- J  900. 

Compiled  l)y  Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter. 
REPORTS. 

Annual  report  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1801,  pp.  IG. 
Annual  report  for  the  year  ending  April,  1892.    (In  St.  Joseph  muni- 
cipal report,  1892). 

Annual  report,  1893,  pp.  14. 
Annual  report,  1894,  pp.  12. 
Annual  report,  1805,  pp.  11. 
Annual  report,  1800,  pp.  12. 
Annual  report,  1897,  pp.  18. 
Annual  report,  1898,  pp.  24. 
Annual  report,  1899,  pp.  19. 

BY-LAWS. 

By-Laws  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  1890,  pp.  11. 

By-Laws  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  1892,  pp.  18. 

By-Laws  of  the  Free  PubMc  Library,  1807.  pp.  23. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  1891. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  1897.  (Revised.) 

CATALOGS. 

*Classified  list,  1891. 

Publisher's  Note. — This  present  work  is  put  forth  by  the  publisher,  not 
as  an  official  issue  of  the  Library,  but  as  a  personal  enterprise;  and  mainly 
on  the  strength  of  the  advertising  liberally  given  by  those  firms  and  indi- 
viduals who  have  thus  assisted  the  venture.  The  list  of  books,  and  like 
information,  has  been  supplied  by  the  Library  for  the  purpose;  and  such 
portions  of  the  publication  have  received  careful  revision  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  reasonable  certainty. 

*Note. — Compded  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Carr, 

Supplement;  October,  1892-1893,  pp.  21. 

Classified  list  of  the  circulating  department.  July.  1896.  pp.  139. 
Note. — Compiled  by  Mr.  H.  I,.  Elm.endorf. 
Supplement;  July,  1896-Apri].  1808.  pp.  27. 
Note. — Compiled  by  present  staff. 
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BULLETINS. 

Bulletin  No.  1,  Aug.  10,  1894,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin  No.  2,  Oct.  20,  1894,  pp.  3. 

Bulletin  No.  3,  Jan.  2,  1895,  pp.  3. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  No.  1.  Jan.  1,  1897,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series.  No.  2,  Mar.  1.  1897,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  No.  3,  May  1,  1897,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  No  4,  July  1,  1897,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series.  No.  5,  Nov.  15,  1897,  pp.  G. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  Vol.  2,  No.  1,  Mar.  31,  1898,  pp.  8. 

Bulletin,  new  series.  Vol.  2,  No.  2,  July  15.  1898,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series,^Vol.  2,  No.  3,  Oct.  31,  1898,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series.  Vol.  2,  No.  4,  Feb.  1,  1899,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  Vol.  3,  No.  1,  May,  1899,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series,  Vol.  3,  No.  2,  Aug.,  1899,  pp.  4. 

Bulletin,  new  series.  Vol.  3,  No.  3,  Nov.  1899,  pp.  4. 


SPECIAL  READING  LISTS. 

One  hundred  good  novels. 

Special  reading  list — Electricity,  No.  1. 

Special  reading  list — Electricity,  No.  2. 

Books  on  Spain  and  Cuba. 

Books  on  naval  warfare. 

Special  reading  list — Books  about  heroes,  including  famous  boys,  girls, 
men  and  women. 

Special  reading  list  for  pupils  of  the  first,  second  and  third  grades, 
St.  Joseph  public  schools;  1898. 

Reading  list  for  school  and  home  for  pupils  of  the  St.  Joseph  pu])lic 
schools,  grades  four  to  eight;  1899. 

Books  for  business  men.  * 

Books  for  mechanics — general. 

Mechanical  works — for  shop  men. 
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Alphabetical  List  of  Employes— 1 890- 1 900. 


Name.  Office 

*P.n,sliiiell,  Stella  M  Assistant 

Carr,  H.  J  Librarian 

Culver,  W.  H  Librarian 

Douglas,  Susie   Assistant 

Elmendorf,  H.  L  Librarian 

Hendley,  Mattic   Assistant 

Irwin,  Grace   Sub-Assistant 

*Martin,  Eudora   Assistant. 

Merriman,  Erie   Stenographer 

Merriman,  Erie   Assistant 

Norton,  John   Messenger 

*01ds,  Miranda  M  Assistant, 

Perry,  Annie  M  Assistant, 

Rathbun,  Cornelia  L  Assistant, 

Ritner,  Kaliope   Assistant, 

Russell,  Mrs.  A.  J  Assistant, 

Van  Valkenburg,  Agnes.  ..  .Assistant. 

Senter,  Lulu  C  Assistant  Lib.. 

Whitmore,  Roy   Messenger. 

Wright,  Purd  B  Librarian. 

*From  Library  Training  Class. 


Appointed  Resigned 

.Feb.  11,  189G  Feb.  24,  1898 

.Oct.  16,  1890  July  8,  1801 

.July  18,  1891  May  1,  1892 

.May  7,  1892  Dec.  1,  1892 

.July  1,  1892  Oct.  1,  1896 

.Sept.  1891  Feb.  22,  1891 

.July,  1891  Aug.,  1891 

July  20,  1896  

.Nov.  23,  1893   

.Feb.  22,  1894  July  20,  189G 

.Aug.  12,  1897. .. ..  .Feb.  1,  1899 

•  Feb.  24,  1898   

•  Feb.  13,  1891   

.  Dec.  18,  1890   

.Feb.  22,  1894  March  1,  18')6 

.June  28,  1890. Died  March,  1891 

Jan.  27,  1891  May,  1891 

Feb.  13,  1891   

Feb.  1,  1899   

October  1,  1896. 


JANITORS. 

Ball,  Howard,  colored   Janitor  Dec.  18,  1890  Sept.,  1891 

Burgderfer.  Frank  G  Janitor  Nov.  1,  1899   

McKinney,  David,  colored  Janitor  Sept.,  1891  Nov.  1,  1899 


PRESENT  TRAINING  CLASS,  1900. 
Elam,  Magnolia.  Peterman,  Minnie  P. 
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THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAI.  LIBRARY  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Gejitlemen:  Your  committee  appointed  to  act  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee of  the  School  Board  in  reference  to  the  Public  Library  Building, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  detailed  report: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
January  11,  1900,  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer, 
was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote: 

"Whereas,  The  work  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph  is  seriously  hampered  through  its  location,  lack  of  proper  rooms 
and  facilities  for  economic:^!  administration;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  greater  portion  of  the  work  of  said  library  is,  and  by 
right  should  be,  with  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools  of  said  city;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  value  of  the  library  as  an  educational  medium  and  its 
great  helpfulness  to  the  schools  aforesaid  is  now  being  fully  recognized  by 
those  in  charge  thereof  and  the  public  generally;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  By  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  nf 
the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three  members  of 
this  body  be  appointed  by  the  president  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  said  city,  looking  to  the  securing  of  a  library  and  'school  office 
building  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  work  sought  to  be  ac 
complished,  and  a  credit  to  the  city,  by  the  issue  of  bonds  by  said  Board 
of  Education  (as  permitted  by  the  law  under  which  it  is  operating),  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000;  and,  further,  that  the  said  Board  of  Education  be  and 
is  hereby  requested  to  submit  to  the  voters  of  this  district,  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible,  the  question  of  issuing  said  bonds  for  the  purpose  desig- 
nated. 

"Resolved,  further.  That  said  committee  is  authorized  and  empowered 
to  conduct  all  negotiations  willi  s.iid  Board  of  Education  in  relation  to 
securing  the  issue  of  said  bniul^,  ])!;iiis  for  building,  location  of  same,  ex- 
pense of  maintaining,  etc.,  reports  «)f  prc^gress  to  be  made  to  this  body 
from  time  to  time  for  approval. 

"The  fact  that  no  rented  building,  conveniently  located  and  suital)1e  for 
library  purposes,  within  the  means  of  the  Library  Board,  is  likely  to  l>e 
secured,  is  deemed  sufficient  ground  for  prompt  action  on  this  matter." 

The  president  appointed  as  such  committee,  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  IT.  K. 
White  and  John  M.  Stewart. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Feb.  8,  the  com- 
mittee presented  the  above  resolution.  After  its  consideration,  that  body 
adopted  the  follov/ing  resolution: 
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"Whereas,  Tlie  P)().'ir(l  of  Directors  of  the  Free  I'liblic  Library  of  the 
City  of  St.  Joseph  has  petitioned  this  body,  by  resolution,  asking  that  the 
question  of  issuing  $100,000  in  bonds,  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  which 
are  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  grounds  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
library  and  school  office  building,  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  this  school 
district  at  an  early  day;  and 

"Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  arc  cognizant  of 
the  educational  work  being  done  by  the  Free  Public  Library,  its  close 
association  with  all  school  matters,  the  difficulties  under  which  it  is  labor- 
ing, and  th(^  powerless  condition  of  the  directors  thereof  in  so  far  as  pro- 
viding m<mey  for  :\  suit.'iblc  building  is  concerned,  and  believing  that  it  is 
not  only  to  the  be  st  inteic  -ts  llic  ^(  lioois,  Itiil  to  all  of  the  people  of  the 
city  that  a  cre(lila!)le  liomc  for  tiic  library  and  scb.ool  offices  be  provided, 
are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  plan;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Educalion  of  the  City  of  St.  Josepii 
favors  the  submission  of  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  a  library  and 
school  office  building  in  the  sum  of  $F>0,000  at  an  election  to  be  held  in 
said  district  hereafter. 

"Resolved,  further.  That  a.  committee  consisting  of  three  members  of 
this  Board  is  hereby  directed  to  be  appointed  hy  the  president,  wdiose  duty 
it  shall  l)c  to  consult  with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Library  Board 
in  relation  to  the  election  and  means  for  getting  the  question  properly 
before  the  people,  and  in  connection  with  said  committee,  to  arrange  for 
the  plans  for  said  building,  the  location  thereof,  the  terms  upon  which  it 
shall  be  jointly  occupied  and  any  other  matters  of  like  nature.  Reports  to 
be  made  from  time  to  time  to  this  body  for  consideration  and  approval. 
The  attorney  of  this  Board  is  directed  to  aid  such  joint  committee  in  th:: 
preparation  of  necessary  resolutions  for  the  proper  submission  of  the 
question  to  the  people." 

J.  C.  Wyatt,  K.  M.  Mitchell  and  T.  T.  Hosea  were  appointed  the  school 
committee  under  the  resolution. 

On  the  20th  day  of  February,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
a  special  election  was  called  for  March  .31  to  vote  upon  the  proposition  of 
issuing  bonds.  At  the  election  but  3,07.j  votes  were  cast.  2/A2  being  for 
the  proposition,  and  501  against. 

Immediately  after  the  favorable  vote  upon  the  question  of  the  issuance 
of  bonds,  the  joint  committee  called  for  propositions  for  a  site,  and  the 
School  Board  invited  proposals  for  bonds.  Offerings  for  the  bonds  were 
numerous,  and  the  issue  in  which  we  are  interested  has  sold  at  a  premium 
of  Four  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty  ($4,850.00)  Dollars,  being  upon 
the  basis  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  3.43  per  cent. 

We  found  that  a  large  maiority  of  the  people  interested  in  the  sele':- 
tion  of  the  site,  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  erecting  the  Library  Building  in 
Smith  Park,  especially  as  it  was  thought  by  nearly  all  of  these  persons 
that  in  this  way  a  site  could  be  obtamed  without  cost. 

The  joint  committee  appointed  a  snb-cornmittee,  consisting  of  one 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  two  members  of  your  committee, 
to  investigate  the  questions  involved,  and  as  it  was  suggested  that  there 
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might  be  legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  using  a  portion  of  Smith's  Pans: 
for  this  purpose,  this  sub-committee  considered  this  Question  with  consid- 
erable care,  and  made  a  report  to  the  joint  committee,  substantially  as 
follows: 

"We  find  that  on  March  •20th,  1855,  F.  W.  Smith  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  recorder  of  deeds  of  Buchanan  County,  Missouri,  a  plat  in  which  the 
park  now  known  as  Smith's  Park,  was  called  'Smith's  Park.'  In  the  dedi- 
cation attached  to  this  plat,  Mr.  Smith  declared  that  the  lots  and  blocks 
as  bounded  on  the  within  plat  are  intended  for  sale,  'that  the  public  square, 
streets  and  alleys  as  they  appear  and  are  bounded  as  they  are  set  forth 
on  the  plat,  are  intended  for  public  uses,  and  the  same  I  do  hereby  give, 
grant,  allot,  transfer  and  dedicate  to  the  public  for  public  uses  forever.' 

"It  is  plain  that  different  public  uses  were  intended  for  different  parts 
of  the  ground,  thus  dedicated.  No  one  could  contend  that  the  streets  and 
alleys  could  be  used  for  a  pari:,  and  it  is  similarly  plain  that  the  park  could 
not  be  used  for  a  street.  In  the  case  of  Prince  against  Thompson,  18 
Missouri,  361,  the  City  of  Brookfield  was  enjoined  from  running  a  street, 
through  a  park  which  had  Ijeen  dedicated  in  terms  similar  to  those  used 
by  Mr.  Smith.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  consider  whether  or  not  the  use 
of  the  Park  for  the  Library  Building  is  one  consistent  with  the  dedication 
of  the  aforesaid  park. 

"Ill  the  case  of  the  M.  R.  Church  vs.  Hoboken,  33  N.  J.  Law  131,  it  is 
said  that  a  '.square'  or  'park,'  as  a  term  of  dedication,  imparts  unrestricted 
abandonment  to  public  uses  of  grounds  for  amusement  and  recreation  or 
health.  This  definition  has  been  accepted  and  used,  in  both  editions  of 
the  American  and  English  Encyclopedia  of  Law. 

"In  the  case  of  the  Village  of  Princeville  vs.  Auten,  77  Illinois  325.  it 
is  said  that  where  there  is  no  express  grant  to  a  county,  it  cannot  erect 
public  buildings  on  a  public  square  unless  authorized  by  a  custom  of  the 
country,  or  usage,  to  which  all  citizens  are  willmg  to  assent  as  to  a  posi- 
tive enactment,  and  that  tlie  County  had  no  more  right  than  an  individual 
to  disturb  the  right  of  tlie  enjoyment  of  tlie  public,  by  erecting  a  bnildin;.^ 
thereon.  The  square  spoken  of  in  this  case  was  not  specifically  dcdicalcl 
as  a  square  or  park,  the  purpose  not  lacing  indicated  on  the  i)lal.  but  ihc 
purposes  of  the  dedication  were  made  clc;ir  by  oral  testimony.  'A  town 
school  had  been  proposed  thereon,  but  tlic  measure  was  defeated,  and  in 
this  case  the  court  enjoined  the  erection  of  a  town  hall  thereon. 

"The  act  which  provided  for  the  platting  of  the  City  of  Detroit  pro- 
vided that  certain  places  left  at  the  intcri^cct ion  of  stn^'ts  where  eight  or 
twelve  would  intersect  each  other,  were  to  ])v  It  !'i  for  ocrtaTn  pul)hc  i)ur- 
poses,  such  as  fire  houses,  parks,  schools,  such  as  the  City  Council  miglit 
at  any  time  designate.  Streets  were  not  mentioned  in  the  act  as  one  of 
the  public  uses.  The  City  Council  designated  one  of  these  places  as  a 
park,  and  it  had  been  so  used  for  several  years  when  the  Council  proposed 
to  erect  a  library  building  thereon.  An  injunction  was  asked,  but  the 
Supreme  Court  held  that  the  park  site  might  be  used  as  a  library  site. 
Afterward  the  City  of  Detroit  at*cm])1ed  to  open  a  street  through  one  of 
these  places  which  had  been  given  i)reviously  for  school  purposes,  but  the 
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(•f)iirl  held  tliat  the  first  case  mcrclv  permitted  the  c]vdn<rc  of  use  from  one 
])uhHc  purpose  to  another  of  tho'^e  desij^natcd  l)y  the  act,  and  tliat  ihv 
council  could  not  extend  a  street  through  unround  used  for  educational 
l)urposes,  because,  it  was  not  one  <){  the  puidic  uses  named  in  the  act. 
T^oard  of  Education  vs.  Detroit  rM),  Michigan  510. 

"A  later  case  from  Al ississii)pi  decides  that  where  ground  was  dedi- 
cated for  a  park  il  could  not  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a  scnool  house, 
and  tb.e  donors  were  allowed  to  bring  an  injunction  suit  to  prevent  such 
use.    Kowzee  vs.  Pierce        Southern  .'»()7. 

"The  Missouri  case  affecting  the  P.rookfield  Park,  indicates  that  the 
Missouri  Supreme  Court  is  inclined  to  construe  dedications  of  this  charac- 
ter strictly.  In  a  later  case  in  1S!)0  the-  Supreme  Court  (jf  this  state  held 
that  a  deed  gi\-eii  i)y  llit  Citv  m!  (.irnrdt  au  to  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
State  Normal  ScIhm,!,  imi  im  nttiiL'  t<>  t<m\t>  to  them  a  piece  of  ground  in 
that  city,  which  bad  Ixn  ii  drdicalcd  lOr  the  establishment  of  a  public  school 
was  in\alid.  although  the  >^irnial  Sell* mm  is  \  ery  largely  supported  by  pu!)- 
lie  grants  of  money,  and  \\a^  a  i>arl  of  tlu-  pid^lic  school  system.  In  the 
opinion  the  court  says,  (ciliii'j,  to  \\u-  r'ro(d<field  case,  and  other  Missouri 
cases)  the  City  of  Cape  Cirar(U;iu  may  control  and  regulate  the  use  of  the 
proi)erty.  but  it  has  no  riLib.t  to  (k\otc  the  same  to  private  uses,  or  to 
public  uses  different  from  those  si>.  cified  in  the  deed.  Where  land  has 
been  dedicated  to  si^ecified.  limited  and  defined  purposes  the  subject  of 
the  grant  cannot  be  used  for  anotlier  and  a  different  purpose.  Board  of 
Regents  vs.  Painter,  t(>L'  Missouri  loc.  cit.  470. 

"The  New  Jersey  case  above, referred  to  wdiich  gives  the  definition  of 
a  park,  is  cited  apDrovingiy  as  to  dix  ersion  of  property  from  uses  for  which 
it  was  dedicated.  No  ojjinion  was  exi)ressed  to  the  term  park,  as  the  ca.^e 
does  not  call  for  such  exi^ression. 

"In  a  very  early  case.  Post  vs.  Pearsall,  22  Wend.  473,  it  was  said  that 
when  a  dedication  is  made,  individuals  are  invited  to  build,  improve,  and 
make  their  arrangements  of  life  and  business  in  reference  to  such  public 
right,  and  the  Court  held  that  abutting  property  holders  could  restrain  the 
diversion  of  a  public  use.  This  ruling  has  been  followed  in  numerous 
cases  since. 

"The  use  of  the  Park  for  our  proposed  Library  Building  w^ould  be  use 
for  educational  purposes,  not  for  purposes  of  amusement  and  recreation, 
and  therefore,  in  our  view  wouVl  be  a  diversion  from  the  original  purposes. 

"There  are  numerous  other  cases  which  we  have  not  stated,  wdiere 

private  buildings  have  been  held  to  be  nuisances  wdien  erected  on  grounds 
dedicated  for  public  purposes.  The  above  are  practically  all  the  cases 
wdiich  indicate  that  the  same  rule  applies  to  public  buildings,  but  in  view 
of  the  declaration  of  the  Illinois  Court  above  noted,  that  the  public  has  no 
more  right  to  put  its  buildings  in  a  park  than  it  has  to  permit  private 
individuals  to  do  so,  it  would  appear  that  there  is  an  undoubted  right  or 
the  property  holders  adjacent  to  the  Park.  and.  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Smith, 
to  prevent  such  erection  by  injunction.    The  property  would  not  revert  to 
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the  Smith  heirs  as  in  the  case  of  abandonment,  but  the  only  remedy  would 
be  by  injunvCtion,  and  if  they  should  see  fit  to  bring  such  suit,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  the  injunction  would  be  granted.'' 
Signed: 

"K.  M.  MITCHELL. 
"H.  K.  WHITE. 
"JOHN  M.  STEWART." 

Upon  reading  this  report  from  the  sub-committee,  the  joint  committee 
voted  that  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  advised  that  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Smith,  and 
the  adjacent  property  holders  would  give  their  consent  to  the  use  of  the 
park  for  the  location  of  the  library  building  site,  it  was  not  advisable  to 
consider  the  question  further. 

In  answer  to  the  request  for  offerings,  about  thirty  sites  were  sul)- 
mitted  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  from  Messanie  street  on  the  south  to 
a  point  above  Robidoux  on  the  north,  and  from  Fifth  street  on  the  west 
to  Eleventh  on  the  east.  Two  of  the  offers  were  out  and  out  gifts,  but  in 
each  case  the  committee  felt  unanimously  that  the  sites  offered  were  not 
sufficiently  central.  Three  of  the  sites  would  in  most  respects  seem  very 
desirable,  but  after  a  discussion  of  the  needs  of  the  Board  as  to  size  of  the 
building,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  three  sites  were  not  suffi- 
ciently large.  The  committee  felt  that  the  site  not  only  should  be  central 
now.,  but  chosen  with  reference  to  future  growth  of  the  city,  and  that  while 
close  to  the  business  portions  oi  the  town,  it  should  not  be  on  a  noisy 
street.  So  much  complaint  has  been  made  in  the  past  of  the  exertion  re- 
quired to  reach  the  present  library  site,  that  the  committee  felt  that  the 
place  chosen  should  be  one  where  accessibility  should  be  considered,  rather 
than  one  where  the  building  could  be  observed  at  a  distance. 

As  a  result  of  visiting  all  the  sites,  and  several  full  consultations,  the 
committee  unanimously  selected  the  property  offered  by  the  heirs  of  James 
C.  Roberts,  'situated  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Tenth  and  Felix  streets. 
These  lots  front  120  feet  on  Tenth  street,  with  a  side  frontage  of  140  feet 
on  Felix  street.  The  Directors  of  the  Public  Schools  have  bought  this 
property  at  the  price  of  Eleven  Thousand  Dollars,  and  will  at  once  invite 
proposals  for  plans  for  a  building  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  commensurate 
with  the  present  and  future  wants  and  pros])erity  of  our  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  PFEIFFER. 
J.  M.  STEWART. 
11.  K.  WHITE, 

Committee. 


